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Law enforcement pioneers honored 

By Joe Johnson - joe.johnson@onlineathens.com 
Published Saturday, January 02, 2010 

WATKINSVILLE - When Willie "Joe" Pope was hired by the Clarke County Sheriff's Office in 
1971, he joined his cousin as the only other African-American deputy. 

Some of the older deputies left because they didn't want to work alongside blacks, and the job 
frequently turned violent because of whites who resented black deputies stopping their cars or 
coming to their homes. 

"We'd have fights every day," Pope said. "Whenever we stopped a white person for speeding or 
went to their house to serve a warrant or because of a domestic dispute, you know they were 
reluctant to have any 'niggers' locking them up. 

"Whenever we went into a white guy's house for a problem, we had to stay close to him, so he 
wouldn't get his hand on a gun." 

But Pope and others like him endured the abuse and bigotry to pave the way for others who 
followed, many of whom now hold leadership positions in their agencies. 

That's why he and his late cousin were among the 46 law enforcers who each were honored with 
the 2010 Pioneer Award on Friday during Bethel Baptist Church's 20th annual Emancipation 
Proclamation Observance. 

"It's amazing when you think about what these people endured," said Marvin Nunnally, a church 
deacon and chairman of the steering committee that decides who to honor. 

Churches nationwide hold observances each New Year's Day, to commemorate President 
Abraham Lincoln's Jan. 1, 1863, proclamation to free slaves. 

Bethel Baptist Church has given out Pioneer Awards the past two decades to honor trailblazers in 
different fields, from the arts and sciences to education and health care. 

The idea to honor pioneers in law enforcement took root more than a year ago, when Nunnally 
spit-balled the idea with the Rev. Archibald Killian of the New St. Mark AME Church. 

Killian and his cousin, Donald Moon, were the first black officers hired by the Athens Police 
Department in 1961, three decades before the city and Clarke County governments unified. 
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"Those were turbulent times," Nunnally said, recalling how the officers joined the force the same 
year riots broke out in Athens when two black students integrated the University of Georgia. 

They realized there were many who blazed paths that other African-Americans would follow, so 
the church's steering committee decided to take nominations from across Northeast Georgia, 
Nunnally said. 

"I went to every one of those little towns where nominations came from and interviewed the 
people there, families, just to make sure that these were people who stood the test of time," 
Nunnally said. 

At the onset of this year's Emancipation Proclamation Observance, sharply dressed members of 
the Athens-Clarke police honor guard slowly marched down Bethel's center aisle, turned, and 
while one officer dipped the Georgia flag, another raised the American flag high. 

As singer Reginald Willis led the standing-room-only crowd through "The Star Spangled 
Banner," the honored law enforcers - some long retired and others nearing the end of 
distinguished careers - held their hands over their hearts and sang along. 

Among those in attendance were the highest-ranking black officers currently serving in the 
region, including Athens-Clarke police Chief Jack Lumpkin, Clarke County Sheriff Ira Edwards 
and Georgia State University Police Chief Connie Sampson, an Oconee County native. 

Retired notables included Johnny Grimes, who rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel with the 
Georgia State Patrol and was appointed deputy director, and Moses Ector, one of the first black 
special agents to be hired by the Georgia Bureau of Investigation. Ector became a GBI deputy 
director and now is police chief in his hometown of Hogansville. 

PIONEER AWARDS 

Recipients of the 2010 Pioneer Awards, based on where and what agencies they serve or have 
served, are: 

�  ATHENS-CLARKE POLICE DEPARTMENT: Donald Moon (deceased), Archibald Killian, 
George Maxwell, Clifton Freeman, Frankie Lane, Capt. Clarence Holeman, Thomas Bowles 
(deceased), Chief Joseph Lumpkin, Capt. Charles Newson, Jimmy Noble, Robert Smith 
(deceased), James Billups, Willie Robert Smith, Nick Aguilar, Lt. Terrie Patterson and Roger 
"Jeff" Huff (deceased) 

�  CLARKE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT: Police Chief Frank Platt 

�  MORGAN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE: Capt. Columbus Johnson 

�  CLARKE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE: Sheriff Ira Edwards Jr., Willie Pope, Chief 
Deputy Gene Mays, James Clarke (deceased), Walter Dillard (deceased), Robert T. Billups 

�  ATHENS-CLARKE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS: Warden Willie C. 
Bolton 

�  GEORGIA BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION: Moses Ector 
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�  GEORGIA STATE PATROL: Washington Green (deceased), Isaac Whitehead, Willie Burns, 
Johnny Grimes and George Pinkston 

�  WILKES COUNTY: Willie Zellars, Geraldine Willis Dill and Assistant Police Chief 
Theodosia Glenn 

�  MADISON COUNTY: Lt. John Smith, Elmer Willis (deceased) 

�  UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA: Charles Gary, Asa Boynton 

�  GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY: Police Chief Connie Sampson 

�  ELBERT COUNTY: John Hubbard, Willie Hubbard and Doyle Thornton 

�  JACKSON COUNTY: Thurmond Rucker (deceased), Lovett Law and Johnny Ward 

�  SAVANNAH: Willie Lee Smith, a retired assistant police chief and Athens native 
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High-profile crimes in Atlanta in 2009 

 
Georgia Tech student Patrick Whaley, 22, was shot and two other people robbed during a carjacking at an off-
campus apartment complex on May 4. Muggers seemed to target college students during the year. John Spink, 
jspink@ajc.com 
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Midstate law enforcement officers are searching for two men believed to have been involved in 
shooting a Macon police officer in a downtown parking deck late Thursday afternoon. 

The officer, Pvt. Tavoris Wilson of the Macon Police Department’s bicycle patrol, was shot in 
the torso on the second floor of the parking deck located on Poplar Street, adjacent to Cherry 
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Street Lane, after he came upon the two men trying to break into a vehicle, police spokesman Lt. 
Eric Walker said.  

Wilson’s protective vest absorbed most of the bullet’s impact. He was taken to The Medical 
Center of Central Georgia, where he was in stable condition Thursday evening, Walker said. 
Wilson’s family was notified shortly after the incident. 

“It didn’t look like it penetrated the vest,” Macon Police Chief Mike Burns said. “It looks like 
he’ll be OK.” 

Police closed off Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard between Poplar and Walnut streets for nearly 
an hour while officers searched the deck, as well as a nearby parking deck on the corner of MLK 
Jr. Boulevard and Cherry Street. 

Police described the suspects as two black males, both dressed in black clothing. Police said they 
each are about 5 feet 8 inches tall and roughly 180 pounds. 

There were conflicting reports of how the suspects got away. One report was that they left in a 
gray or silver vehicle, while another report indicated they fled on foot. Investigators were still 
piecing together details late Thursday. 

The reports of an officer getting shot drew concern from law enforcement agencies across 
Middle Georgia. U.S. marshals and officers from Mercer University’s campus police department 
also were on the scene. Macon police Capt. Jimmy Barbee said he received calls from the 
sheriff’s offices in Jones and Peach counties before he had even arrived at the scene, asking if 
Macon police needed assistance. 

Architect and developer Gene Dunwody Jr., who designed the deck, which is owned by 
NewTown Macon, said there aren’t any security cameras in the deck, but there have been recent 
discussions about installing some. 

Many of the people at businesses along that stretch of MLK Jr. Boulevard said they weren’t 
aware of anything going on until they heard sirens. 

Marian Searcy, who works at Edward’s Barber Shop, said he didn’t hear a gunshot. He said 
someone dropped by the shop to tell people inside what happened. 

“We got word that an officer was injured,” he said. “We heard they had sealed the entire block 
off.” 

Anyone with information on the case should call Macon Regional CrimeStoppers at (877) 68-
CRIME. 

Telegraph staff writers Amy Leigh Womack and Travis Fain contributed to this report. 

To contact writer Phillip Ramati, call 744-4334.  
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'Super Speeder' law may cause students to slow down 
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Burglars prey on student absence; multiple break-ins reported on, off campus 
over holidays   

Written by Kelsey Decker, news editor     
Friday, 08 January 2010 20:16  
While most students were spending December off campus for the holidays, there were a couple  
of confirmed burglaries that happened in on-campus residencies and other burglaries in the 
apartments surrounding Georgia Southern. 

Last month, two burglaries occurred on campus – one at Southern Courtyard on Dec. 19 and one 
at Sigma Alpha Epsilon on Dec. 15. The cost of the stolen items combined totaled approximately 
$615. 

Off campus burgled locations include Ja Man Caribbean Cafe and The Pointe at Southern, 
College Vue, Park Place, Stadium Walk and Garden District apartments. The total cost of stolen 
items from seven reported December incidents was greater, almost $6,000. 

Stolen items ranged from televisions and game consoles – including a Wii, an Xbox 360 and a 
Playstation 3 – to a refrigerator, a dryer and clothing. So far, none of the items have been 
recovered. 

The burglaries on campus both involved residences with some of the students out of town at the 
times the crimes took place, so whether there were more stolen items still remains to be seen. 

In most instances, entry to the residences was achieved by forcibly breaking in the door. In the 
Southern Courtyard case, an officer found the room with the door lock broken off while the 
residents were not home. 

Anyone with information regarding stolen items from on campus should call University Police at 
912-478-5234. 

Basic Burglary Prevention Tips 

• Make your home look occupied while you’re out (leave a light on) 

• Lock all doors and windows before you leave for any length of time 

• Consider special locks for sliding glass doors and first-floor windows 

• Engrave valuable items and don’t leave them in plain sight 
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WINTER BREAK-INS 
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By ERIKA CAPEK 
The Brunswick News 
 
Walter Lee, 20, made sure he was out the door Monday at 7 a.m.  
 
Making the trek from Camden, he didn't want to be late for his 8 a.m. class at the College of 
Coastal Georgia in Brunswick.  
 
Monday was the first day of spring semester for students at the now four-year college. 
 
"You don't know who you'll see or run into," Lee said about the first day back. 
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His friends, Michael Hall, 19, and Walter Rives, 20, both sophomores like Lee, said the first day 
back is exciting because it is a fresh start where they get to meet their professors as well as new 
students in the classroom. 
 
It's not the only reason to arrive early at the college these days. Convenience might be another 
reason given the college's record enrollment. 

Some 3,228 students are enrolled in classes at both the Brunswick and Camden locations. 
 
That makes the first day of school especially exciting for administrators and an exceptionally 
great day for the college's leader, Valerie Hepburn. 
 
"It is really unheard of to increase enrollment in spring semester," said Hepburn, president of 
College of Coastal Georgia. 
 
There are at least 447 new freshmen enrolled this spring semester compared to last year's 246 
freshmen.  
 
"I think the demand really validates the need for a true senior college in our region," Hepburn 
said. "It also speaks to the challenges presented by the economy. Students are choosing to stay 
local because it is a quality academic experience that is also affordable." 
 
Even with so many students back for the first day, parking issues went smoothly. Parking lots 
were congested in the morning, but eased up about 11 a.m., said Bryan Sipe, chief of police at 
the college.  
 
About 150 cars parked on the field, adjacent to the Howard E. Coffin building and gymnasium, 
which is used as an overflow parking lot.  
 
The campus bookstore was another place bustling with activity as students searched for their 
required text books.  
 
"We've probably had a couple hundred students (come in before 11 a.m.)," said bookstore 
manager, Brelynn DuMortier.  
 
"Most students usually wait until school starts to get their books."�
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Intruders rough up student in UGA dorm 
Athens Banner-Herald 
Published Thursday, January 14, 2010 

Three men barged into a University of Georgia dorm room Tuesday night and roughed up a 
student as they searched his room for something, UGA police said. 

The 19-year-old victim answered a knock on his door in Reed Hall about 10 p.m., when the 
intruders pushed him inside and began looking around, police said. The student asked what they 
were looking for, but they didn't respond. 

The offenders held and punched the victim as he tried to fight back, and they left the dorm room 
without taking anything, police said. 

Investigators weren't sure if the student, who was bruised in the attack, knew any of the three 
men, police said. 
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Patrols, arrests deter burglaries 
York: We will maintain our vigilance 
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Student held down, assaulted in dorm 
January 15, 2010 by JACOB DEMMITT    
 
A University student told police he was held against his will and assaulted Tuesday night in his Reed Hall 
dorm room by three individuals, according to University Police. 

At 9:39 p.m., three unknown individuals knocked on a 19-year-old male student’s door. The 
student told police that after he opened the door, he was assaulted and held down as the alleged 
assailants appeared to search his room. The assailants eventually left without taking anything. 

University Police Lt. Eric Dellinger said investigators were still looking into the identities of the 
alleged assailants. 

“There was nothing to indicate they were students,” he said. 

Dellinger said the student’s injuries were not serious. 

“As far as I know, the victim’s injuries were not that severe and he was not transported to the 
hospital,” he said. 

With hand scanners, security cameras and 24-hour desk assistants, Reed Hall “has the same type 
of security as any other building,” Rich Gibson, Director of Residence Hall Education and 
Services, said. “Students are supposed to go through hand scanners, but if someone finds another 
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way in, that would be a breach in security. We don’t encourage that and try to teach students not 
to allow it.” 

When asked how the residence halls plan to keep such an incident from happening again, Gibson 
said, “I don’t know how to respond to that. We don’t know how they got in.” 

Gibson said it is important  for students  to help keep future incidents from occurring by 
following security guidelines. 

“I hope residents feel safe, and I believe we have systems in place to help them be safe, but 
[students] share in the responsibility,” he said. “It’s a community policing concept, and it only 
works as well as the people living in the community.” 

However, Reed Hall resident Shauna Taylor, a sophomore from Atlanta, said security may not be 
as effective as it appears. 

“It would be really easy to sneak in,” she said. “We have handicap doors outside, so they stay 
open for a good 30 seconds before they close. Anyone could easily slip in behind you.” 
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Shuttle service reinstated 
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Recent shootings, robberies and theft in the AUC area have made campus safety a priority for 
issue for college administrators. With the beginning of a new academic semester, security 
changes have come along with it. 

The most noticeable change: security officers who ask for identification now guard campus entry 
points at Morehouse. Morehouse College Police Chief Vernon Worthy believed these changes to 
be necessary to provide a safer environment for Morehouse students. 

"There were concerns about safety," Worthy said. "One of the things we wanted to do was to 
make sure that all persons on this property were constituents of Morehouse." 

Worthy said these changes were partially student driven and that thus far, the reception received 
from students has been positive. 

"The first day there were inquiries about ‘why are they doing this?' and ‘why did he stop me?' 
Once we explain ourselves, we let you know that we are there to make sure those in your midst 
are those who belong in your midst," Worthy said. 

"With that explanation, students, faculty and staff have accepted it very gracefully, and we are 
seeing a level of confidence based on these improvements." 

In addition to security guards stationed at all of the entrances to the Morehouse campus, 
improvements include new cameras around the Otis Moss Suites. 

Jamelle Brown, a junior Biology major, agrees with the extra precautions taken by campus 
security. 

"I think being at the gates and checking IDs is a good idea because I've seen people on our 
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campus that I know aren't supposed to be there," Brown said. 

According to Chief Worthy, the plans to bolster campus security have been in the works for the 
past few months even though the execution of these plans took place after the robbery of the 
Living and Learning Center (LLC), putting in question the timing of carrying out these security 
plans. 

"It was purely coincidental," Worthy said, when asked about the timing of the LLC robbery and 
the implementation of the security plans. "This plan was already in motion; the LLC incident 
only gave us a drop dead date. It needed to happen and it did happen." 

Worthy also stated that the still-struggling economy plays a role in what is happening with crime 
and security, not only at Morehouse, but around the country. 

"One thing we know is that people are getting desperate out there," Worthy said. "Any person 
who has the potential to be a victim will get victimized. As it relates to hiring security personnel, 
we try to get people with experience and who are acclimated to this kind of work. When we do 
get qualified applicants, they are looking for more money than we can actually afford." 

Although campus security is trying to curb campus area crime, Worthy wanted to remind 
students that it is incumbent upon them to assist in the efforts. 

"We implore anyone who is providing an event that you, too, have a responsibility. As it relates 
to ‘Hump Wednesday' and other events, we want the residential staff, student service staff and all 
eyes and ears to assist us so when outsiders do come to our property they, too, will be under our 
scrutiny." 

Ramon Hogan admits that, while security can be a hassle, it is wise for them to increase security. 
"It is good that they increased security even though security can be a bit pushy," said Hogan, a 
sophomore psychology major. "Sometimes they'll bother people who are already on campus; if 
you're on campus already that means you have already checked to get on campus. However, it is 
good that they increased security because it was getting kind of wild with people getting robbed 
inside of dorms." 

With the increased vigilance of campus security and the assistance of students, safety officers 
hope that "Morehouse will be a safe house." 

Kevin Mallory 
Associate Campus News Editor 
kevincmallory@gmail.com 
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Green Initiative Underway 
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Early morning incident alarms students 
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Georgia College maintains classes after arrest of reported gunman 

Special to The Union-Recorder 
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By LIZ FABIAN 
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BY STEPHEN GURR 

sgurr@gainesvilletimes.com 

A Gainesville man’s threats on the Milledgeville campus of Georgia College and State 
University early Friday prompted officials to activate an emergency alert system before 
he was found and arrested. 

Holden Furner, 20, used his cell phone to threaten three Georgia College students from 
a campus parking lot, college spokeswoman Judy Bailey said. Furner allegedly said he 
had a gun. 
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Dave Groseclose, the college’s vice president for public safety, said students, faculty 
and staff were alerted by text message and e-mail at 4:54 a.m. of possible danger after 
a 911 call reported a man with a gun in a campus parking lot threatening students by 
phone. 

Furner was later located unarmed and arrested by Milledgeville police. Police have not 
located a gun. 

"This appears to be an isolated incident between the man and an ex-girlfriend," 
Groseclose said. "We responded quickly and efficiently to ensure the safety of 
threatened students and the entire campus." 

Furner, who is not a GCSU student, was arrested and charged with three counts of 
felony terroristic threats, underage possession of alcohol and misdemeanor obstruction 
of an officer. 

Milledgeville Police Sgt. Michael Harris said his department alerted campus police 
shortly after receiving a 911 call reporting the phoned threats. The suspect was tracked 
to a location on campus and officers called Furner on his cell phone to try to get him to 
surrender, Harris said. 

"But when he came out of the woods and saw us waiting for him, he backpedaled," 
Harris said. "We arrested him on railroad tracks after a brief struggle." 

A second alert was sent to students and faculty at 5:36 a.m. after the suspect was 
captured. 

GCSU is one of several colleges that have put into place emergency alert systems in 
the wake of the Virginia Tech shootings of 2007. The University of Georgia had such a 
system prior to the Virginia Tech tragedy. 

"Our emergency alert system worked smoothly to protect our students and campus 
while officers located the reported gunman and arrested him," Groseclose said. "The 
second alert, less than an hour later reporting the arrest, was a welcome one." 
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Campus threat puts GCSU alert system to test 

By Lee Shearer - lee.shearer@onlineathens.com 

Published Saturday, January 23, 2010 

Georgia College and State University officials ordered the Milledgeville campus shut down and 
told students to stay behind closed doors Friday morning after police reported a man with a gun 
was threatening students in a campus parking lot. 

Milledgeville police charged Holden Furner of Gainesville with three felony counts of making 
terroristic threats, underage possession of alcohol and obstructing a police officer. 

Furner, 20, is not a student at Georgia College and State University. He apparently was 
threatening to shoot people with his cell phone, according to the college. 

The college's emergency alert system worked well to notify students and workers of the danger - 
but not as quickly as college officials would like, said Dave Groseclose, assistant vice president 
for public safety at the college. 

An emergency alert went out to about 6,400 students and workers at 4:54 a.m., nearly half an 
hour after Milledgeville police received a 911 call. 

Minutes passed before Milledgeville police alerted campus emergency officials, and an 
additional 13 or 14 minutes elapsed before the campus alert system began sending out automated 
e-mail, text and phone messages, Groseclose said. 

"We realize that's a longer delay than we'd like," he said. "It was quick, but it could be quicker." 

The college plans to buy a second alert system to supplement the automated alert system, he said. 
The new system will include loudspeakers, like the tornado sirens that dot Athens. 

"It will be more immediate, within one minute, and can get a voice message out," Groseclose 
said. 

Milledgeville police arrested Furner about an hour after the reported threats. 

At 5:36 a.m., minutes after Furner's arrest, university officials sent out a second alert notifying 
students and workers that the campus was clear, and classes went on as normal Friday. 
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By Jim Wallace –  

ALBANY, GA (WALB) –The Albany State University Police Department will host a firearms 
workshop Saturday to teach gun owners safety and their legal rights. 

The number of south Georgians arming themselves and applying for gun carry permits is 
skyrocketing. 

A-S-U's chief wants to help people be responsible gun owners. 

Dougherty District Attorney Greg Edwards and Probate Judge Nancy Stephenson will also take 
part in the workshop. 

Albany State Police Department Chief Roberson Brown said "But if you don't know the law and 
when you can use a weapon you could be the one indicted. So I want to arm them with 
information before they arm themselves with a firearm." 

The will be Saturday at the ACAD Auditorium on campus from 9 to 1. 

It is free and open to anyone. 

Guns are not permitted on college campuses, so the Chief reminds everyone not to bring a 
weapon to the workshop. 

©2010 WALB News.  
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Scalpers foul out with cops, barred from UGA 

By Joe Johnson - joe.johnson@onlineathens.com 

Published Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Scalpers hawk tickets all over town on fall Saturdays when fans are clamoring to get into 
Sanford Stadium. 

But sellouts for basketball games at the University of Georgia's Stegeman Coliseum are rare, and 
on Saturday, UGA police found themselves with the unique challenge of dealing with scalpers as 
the Georgia Bulldogs prepared to take on the Tennessee Volunteers. 

"This was a big game, and I hadn't seen the coliseum fill up like that in a long time," said UGA 
police Maj. Eric Gattiker. 

"For a game like that, there were a number of people trying to sell tickets, but they can't do that 
within 1,500 feet of the venue," Gattiker said. "We tried to get them away from the ticket 
windows, but they went around the corner and continued to sell." 

UGA police ended up barring two scalpers who refused to stop. 

Officers warned one person about the distance requirement, then found him selling tickets in the 
parking lot at the McPhaul Center across Carlton Street from the coliseum. A second man was 
barred from campus when police found him at the Georgia Center for Continuing Education, also 
just across the street from the basketball arena. 

"You can sell tickets; that's not against the law. But what we were concerned with was as they 
got closer and closer to the venue site, that adds to the congestion" and can create a safety 
hazard, Gattiker said. 
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January 27, 2010 by JACOB DEMMITT    
Filed under Crime & Courts, News 

If you plan on having a few drinks this evening, you may want to consider catching a bus on 
your way home. 

University Police, in conjunction with Athens-Clarke County Police, announced they will set up 
driver safety checkpoints later tonight. 
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“It’s hard to commit tons of resources every night,” University Police Chief Jimmy Williamson 
said, “but we try to set up checkpoints sporadically. We’re just there to make sure motorists 
coming through a certain area are doing everything legally.” 

Although the locations and times are undisclosed, Williamson said police typically set up two on 
or around campus. 

In the past, these roadblocks have yielded impressive results. Of 700 vehicles stopped last St. 
Patrick’s Day, 63 arrests were made, 19 of which were University students and faculty. 

However, Williamson said making arrests isn’t the checkpoints’ main objective. 

“We consider them successful whether we net any arrests or not,” Williamson said. “We use 
checkpoints as a reminder to maintain legal behavior. And if we do make arrests, it’s a success 
because there were people out there who were a risk, and we were able to get them off the road.” 
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January 28, 2010 by JACOB DEMMITT    
Filed under News 

A female student told University Police she was raped by a fellow student in building 1512 of 
the East Campus Village living commons sometime between 11 p.m. on Jan. 26 and 6 a.m. on 
Jan. 27, according to University Police. 

Although the victim told police she knows the assailant, she reported he had sexual intercourse 
with her against her will. 

University Police Chief Jimmy Williamson said alcohol was involved, which complicated the 
situation. 

“She came down here and reported a rape,” Williamson said. “Police take everything she said as 
credible, but unfortunately, the circumstances make things complicated. Alcohol really clouds 
recall of details, but it does not put any contributing factors on the victim.” 

The student has decided not to press charges at this time. 

“She doesn’t wish to pursue this any further at this time, but she has two years” to press charges, 
Williamson said. “It’s not uncommon for women in this situation to be unsure of what to do.” 

The student received medical help and was made aware of resources available in the community 
for any type of emotional or physical trauma that may have occurred, Williamson said. 

This most recent incident is one of multiple reported alcohol-related rape incidents in the East 
Campus area since August. 
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“Rape isn’t the stranger crime everyone thinks it is,” Williamson said. “In roughly 84 percent of 
rapes, the woman knows the attacker. With all the drinking, hooking up and so forth, we create 
situations that, unfortunately, leave a lot of victims in the aftermath. Relationships are 
complicated as it is. Overconsumption just muddies the water even more.” 

In Georgia, any sexual contact without consent is considered rape. However, it’s not unusual for 
both parties to have a different idea of whether consent was given. 

“When having sexual relations, we try to teach young adults to make it clear what your 
expectations are,” Williamson said. “Communication is key to setting expectations, but when 
you mix in alcohol, communication breaks down. You need to communicate verbally, but also 
use body language. If she slaps your hand away, that probably means no.” 

Students concerned about relationship violence can call 706-542-7233 to contact Larry Gourdine 
in the Office of Violence Prevention. 
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Public Safety offers spring police academy 
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Early morning incident raises concerns 
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The sweetest payback 
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By Wainwright Jeffers –  

ALBANY, GA (WALB) – An Albany workshop gave citizens a chance to arm themselves with 
information before they bear arms. 

Albany State University's Police Department held the session on campus. 

Attendees were informed by legal and public safety experts on how to handle a weapon, when to 
shoot, and the consequences of pulling the trigger. 
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Judge Nancy Stephenson and District Attorney Greg Edwards also took time to talk to the crowd. 

"It's our second workshop, we did one last year it was well attended and a lot of people started 
asking about it. I put that as part of my project for the beginning of this year to let people know 
the changes in the law," Said Chief Roberson Brown, Albany State Police Department. 

The Department plans on having a class in the near future for gun owners. At Saturday's 
workshop more than one hundred gun locks were handed out. 

©2010 WALB News. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten, or redistributed.    
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