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Kenyan student passes away 

Published on November 3, 2009 by Berlin Vallencourt  

Francis Kamau Gikaru, 30, a KSU student from Kenya, passed away on campus Tuesday, Oct. 
13. 

Family sources said that Gikaru was on his way to class after leaving the health clinic for allergy 
medication. 

Professor Ashley Reeves found Gikaru having a seizure just outside of room 244 in the Joe Mack 
Wilson Building at around 10:33 a.m., according to the police report. Reeves called the KSU 
Police immediately while trying to console the man. Police responding to the scene reported their 
concern that, at first glance, Gikaru appeared lifeless. At the time, no pulse could be detected. 
The report stated that Gikaru was “tepid to the touch” and that his eyes were “glossy and 
motionless.” While one officer retrieved a defibrillator from the patrol car, another officer 
administered CPR but was unable to revive the man. When AED electrodes were placed on 
Gikaru’s body, the device did not detect a pulse when powered on. After an initial shock was 
rendered, Gikaru’s pulse returned. Still unable to breathe on his own, the officers continued 
giving Gikaru CPR. 

Eleven minutes after the emergency call was placed, Cobb County firemen were on the scene 
and quickly took over the administration of CPR. Gikaru had to be resuscitated two additional 
times via electrodes and, upon stabilization, was transported to Kennestone Hospital at 11:10 
a.m. Once there, physicians unsuccessfully attempted to keep the young man alive with the 
assistance of additional defibrillation and the emergency installation of a pacemaker. Gikaru was 
pronounced dead at 12:07 p.m. 

According to a family member, Gikaru had no prior medical conditions and did not complain of 
pain. 

Information concerning the cause of death remains private. Autopsy reports are not a matter of 
public record, and the response email placed to Dr. Ratchford, KSU’s Interim Vice President for 
Student Success and Enrollment Services, was made by KSU’s Flora B. Devine, assistant to the 
president for legal affairs and diversity. 

“The campus police report is the information we have,” said Devine in her email. 
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Only last year, Gitkaru won Kenya’s Green Card Lottery, giving him the chance for a new life in 
the U.S. He relocated with his wife, Jane Wanjiru Kamau, and 13-month old son, Brian Gikaru 
Kamau in May. 

“When he came here, he had no idea he would be returning home in a bodybag,” said Catherine 
Odera at an International Students Association meeting. 

Gikaru was enrolled at KSU for a Bachelor of Science in Medicine. To complicate matters 
further, Gikaru’s family has been notified that nearly $20,000 must be raised to bring his body 
home. 

“That’s 10,000 for the plane ticket and 9,700 for the funeral,” Odera explained. 

Donations can be made to the family through Bank of America. The accountholder’s name is 
Jane Wanjiru Mburu. The account number, created in Georgia, is 334014040729 and the routing 
number is 061000052. 

“Even if it’s ten cents, it will help,” said Odera. 
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Students and KSU police get acquainted over dinner 

Published on November 3, 2009 by Andy Nelson  

The KSU Police Department and the KSU chapter of the NAACP hosted their second “Meet and 
Greet the KSU Police” event on Wednesday, Oct. 28 at the Legacy Gazebo from 6-8 p.m. 

After the officers of NAACP met with KSU Police Chief Ted Cochran and Sergeant Bernadette 
Haynes, they decided, unlike last year’s event which took the form of a Q&A forum, this year’s 
event would be an informal cookout in order for students to get to know the KSU police officers 
in a relaxed atmosphere. 

When asked why the NAACP decided to host this event along with the KSU police for the 
second year in a row, Christopher McKenzie, President of the KSU’s NAACP chapter said, 
“There were certain students who felt they were being discriminated against. We’d feel better if 
there was a positive relationship between the students and police of KSU.” 

“A lot of people don’t know our police officers and don’t see our police officers unless they’re 
getting a ticket. We wanted to have a positive venue for people to meet them,” added Stephanie 
Daniels, Vice President of KSU’s NAACP chapter. 

Students who stopped by seemed to enjoy the event as a whole. 

“It’s been nice to meet the campus officers in a good way, interact with people and eat some 
food,” said DeChino Duke, a sophomore majoring in biology. “It’s also nice to know [the KSU 
police officers] in case something happens.” 
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The KSU police officers were also willing to mingle with the students and get to know them as 
well, with several officers taking the time to grill hamburgers and hotdogs. 

“I think it’s a great venue to meet everybody on a friendly occasion, to let people know that we 
are not just here to write tickets and arrest people,” said Haynes. “We’re here for the safety of the 
campus.” 

“It’s good that everybody is getting to know each other as fellow human beings and not just as 
students and police officers,” added KSU police chief Ted Cochran. 

Daniels and McKenzie reported that throughout the night, as many as 50 to 100 students stopped 
by for the cookout and that they were pleased with the turnout. 

“I would say it’s been a very big success,” said Daniels. “A lot of students got around and met 
the police officers, so I think it’s going pretty well. We’re trying to make this an annual thing 
that we do,” she said. 

Daniels also discussed the possibility of another Q&A forum during NAACP Week in the spring. 
The event would give the students a chance to talk to the KSU police officers. The date for this 
forum has yet to be determined. 
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New Motorcycle Safety 
Initiative     

Written by Kelsey Sorrell     
Tuesday, 03 November 2009 19:31  

The Georgia Department of Public Safety recently issued a new 
motorcycle Safety Initiative program to help reduce the number 
of fatalities due to motorcycles in Georgia. 

Gordy Wright, the director of Public Information from the 
Georgia Department of Public Safety, is spreading the word to 
motorcyclists and automobile drivers throughout Georgia. 

“Major Mark McDonough, the Commanding Officer of Georgia State Patrol, instructed us to 
develop a safety presentation over the next year to several high schools and colleges throughout 
Georgia and even the military in order to raise awareness of motorcyclists,” he said. “We believe 
this new program will help as a lot of drivers aren’t aware of motorcyclists due to their size.” 

Wright said that their safety presentations “tell motorcyclists not to travel in a driver’s blind spot, 
to keep their headlights on and to wear a helmet at all times. Cars should constantly check their 
mirrors and always take a second look before pulling out, which will automatically begin 
reducing the number of fatalities.” 

According to Joan Greenlees, the parking services supervisor from the Department of Parking 
and Traffic Control, there are 159 registered motorcyclists on Georgia Southern’s campus, and 
around 90 of those have parking passes. 
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According to Wright, since Hurricane Katrina drove gas prices up in 2005, the number of 
motorcycles used worldwide has increased, especially in Georgia. The increase in motorcycles 
on the road also caused a sharp increase in the number of fatalities each year. 

Major Laura McCullough, the assistant director administrative from the Office of Public Safety 
said there have been accidents on campus in the past. 

“In 2005, there was one motorcycle fatality, as well as five accidents in the past three years, two 
being in 2009,” she said. 

The Department of Public Safety in Georgia is attempting to decrease the number of accidents 
over the next year on high school and college campuses as well as throughout the state of 
Georgia. 

For anyone who is interested in accessing more information on this new safety program, contact 
the Georgia State Patrol Safety Education Unit at (770) 229-3422. Students can request that a 
State Patrol Officer come and host a safety presentation at GSU to inform all drivers on 
motorcycle safety. 
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Crime on and around campus is something that most students are aware of on some level. For 
most, though, their experiences with crime will be limited to what they see in television dramas 
and a heart-pumping scene or two in an action movie.  

Others, though, have had a more tangible experience with crime. One Tech student who was 
recently accosted in the Home Park area spoke with the Technique about his experience. As he 
wished to remain anonymous, he will be referred to as John Smith for the purposes of this article.  

Smith said the event began on the way home from a trip to the BP station around eleven at night. 
“A friend and I went to the BP station, and when we were coming back, a car pulled up next to 
us…” said Smith. He says the car was a white or silver sedan, but that neither he nor his friend 
got a good look at the license plate. 

“The passenger door opened, and the passenger showed us a gun. We weren’t exactly sure what 
was going on, but he pushed my friend and explained what was happening,” said Smith.  

According to Smith, the passenger was a black male with short black hair who appeared to be in 
his late twenties. They didn’t get a good look at the driver. 

Smith says one reason for the confusion was the weapon’s size. “It was so small I didn’t realize 
it was a gun at first…it fit entirely in his hand.” 
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After the robber demanded the pair’s wallets, Smith moved to comply with the request but was 
stopped. 

“I reached for my wallet in my backpack, and he told me to show him my hands and took my 
backpack,” said Smith. 

Smith said he and his friend waited until the robbers left the area before calling 911. “We waited 
until he drove away. Once they were out of sight…we called the police. We told the 911 operator 
we had just been robbed at gunpoint. The police response time was very quick; one said he was 
one block in one direction, the other one and a half in the opposite direction,” said Smith. 

“They questioned us there...they took our statements several times. I was talking to detectives for 
a few days afterwards. They would call every so often and give me updates about the case,” said 
Smith. No new leads have been found in the case.  

According to Smith, the police said there were several security cameras in the area, but none 
were positioned to get a good look at the car or its occupants. 

Smith said this was not his first experience with crime in Home Park. Soon after moving into the 
area, several cars on his street were broken into, and his neighbor’s car was stolen. His 
neighbor’s vehicle was returned later that evening, as a police officer found a man driving it in a 
nearby area. 

The GTPD was contacted about crime in the Home Park area, but didn’t want to comment on 
another agency’s jurisdiction. Home Park falls in Atlanta Police Zone 5, and the Technique was 
referred to the APD, but at the time of press no official word had been received from the APD. 

The GTPD did, however, offer general advice on how students could protect themselves.  

Ian Mayberry, an officer in the GTPD and the initial point of contact, said, “What I can provide 
is the information on safe travel to and from campus, including [using the] Stingerette service 
and not walking late at night, not walking alone, etc.” 

More safety tips can be found online at the GTPD web site. Most are focused on two areas: how 
to remain in safe areas and how to deflect criminals’ interest by making yourself into a more 
difficult and less valuable target. 

Parking in well-lit areas and avoiding stairwells in remote areas of a building are examples of the 
former. Keeping valuables hidden, not walking or working alone at night and avoiding using 
ATMs after dark are examples of the latter. The GTPD website also offers weekly breakdowns 
of crimes on campus, but, again, due to Home Park being out of their jurisdiction, happenings 
there are mostly excluded from the reports. 

A document in the Parent’s section of the Student Affairs site called “Take the Time, Prevent the 
Crime” lists several other tips and important facts, including a reminder that the GTPD’s 
jurisdiction ends 500 yards off-campus, stats on the size and resources of the GTPD and several 
safety tips similar to those available on the GTPD’s site. 
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CAU Students Voice Safety Concerns 
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Statesboro PD and campus police work together on armed robberies case  

Written by Rachel Cason     
Thursday, 05 November 2009 16:53  
�

Captain Scott Brunson of the Statesboro Police Department said that police are working on 
approximately five new leads in regard to the armed robberies that took place in late October.  
He said that, while no new arrests have been made, police are investigating every tip they 
recieve. 

The most recent information has led police to believe that the robberies were probably not 
perpetrated by students, according to Brunson.  He also said that the recent release of 
photographs and the media attention have been extremely helpful in persuading individuals with 
information to come forward. 

He encourages anyone with potential information to alert either the Statesboro PD or GSU police 
and added that the reward money is still available for information that leads to an arrest in the 
case. 

Major Laura McCullough with GSU police said that there have not been any new crimes 
reported since the robberies at the Pointe at Southern on Oct. 20 and at Campus Crossings on 
Oct. 28.  She also said that the GSU and Statesboro Police Departments are working together to 
solve these cases. 

No arrests have been made so far. 

Students with information are encouraged to call either the GSU police at (912) 478-5234 or 
Capt. Brunson with the Statesboro PD at (912) 212-2301. 
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UGA Police plan safety checkpoints after homecoming game 
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'Dangerous suspect' found dead: UGA Alert system notifies students 
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Police believe he first tried to escape before suicide 

Gunman nearly killed cousin 
By Joe Johnson 
Published Saturday, November 07, 2009 

The man who shot and killed his former girlfriend then committed suicide Thursday nearly killed 
a third person as he apparently tried to escape from police. 

Michael Dwight Wise, who killed 20-year-old Kendra Bianca Borders at a South Athens 
shopping center, shot himself as Oglethorpe County Sheriff Mike Smith tried to pull over the car 
he was riding in. 

The bullet passed through Wise's head and narrowly missed the driver, his cousin, who was 
taking Wise to the gunman's mother's house in the Oglethorpe County community of Vesta, 
according to Smith. 

Athens-Clarke police issued a lookout for the cousin's black Ford Mustang soon after the murder 
in the parking lot of the Shoppes of South Athens on South Milledge Avenue was reported at 
2:01 p.m. 

About 90 minutes later, Smith was in his car on Elberton Road when the black Mustang came 
by. 

"(Wise) slumped down so I couldn't see him, and told the driver to try to outrun me, but the 
driver told him, 'No,' and that's when it all happened," Smith said. 

The two men seemed to be arguing as the sheriff followed, with his car's lights and siren on, and 
the Mustang slowed to a near crawl after it turned onto Veribest Road. 

The driver's side window suddenly blew out, making Smith think that someone in the car might 
be shooting at them, so he and a deputy who joined the pursuit got out with their guns drawn and 
ordered the men out of the car, he said. 

Only the driver got out, and Wise was dead from the gunshot to his head. 

The bullet he fired barely missed his cousin. 

"We almost had another homicide," Smith said. 

Athens-Clarke police will not say if they know why Wise killed Borders. 

Wise fathered two of Borders' three young children, police said. 

They once lived together on Cone Drive in East Athens, but at the time of the murder-suicide, 
Wise lived on Jade Lane off Whitehall Road in Southeastern Clarke County and Borders lived 
with her mother in Madison County, according to police. 
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On Thursday afternoon, Wise waited in the parking lot of the Shoppes of South Athens for 
Borders to return from lunch to her job at Orchard Brands, a call center that takes merchandise 
orders and customer service calls. 

After Borders parked her truck, Wise opened the passenger-side door and shot her twice, then 
drove home and told his brother that he just shot someone. 

He ran out the door toward the woods with a gun in his hand, telling his brother he was going to 
kill himself, and his brother called 911, police said. 

That sparked a manhunt by dozens of Athens-Clarke and University of Georgia police officers, 
because he appeared to run toward the university's golf course. 

UGA issued a campus-wide alert and evacuated the golf course off Riverbend Road, but Wise 
soon returned home and convinced a cousin who was visiting to drive him to his mother's house 
in Vesta. 

Though Wise had told his brother he was contemplating suicide when he first left his house in 
Athens, his later actions - ducking in the car and urging his cousin to outrun police - seemed 
more like those of someone trying to elude capture, Smith said. 

Athens-Clarke police continued to investigate but would not say if they think that the cousin may 
have broken any laws. 
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University declares UGA Alert usage a success 
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By Laura Diamond  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  
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University of Georgia officials said there will be limited on-campus parking during Saturday's 
game against Auburn University because of this week's heavy rainfall from Tropical Storm Ida. 

Areas near Aderhold Hall, East Campus Drive and the Ramsey Center are too waterlogged for 
safe parking, UGA Police Chief Jimmy Williamson said. 

He suggested people carpool and asked those who usually bring pull-behind trailers to leave 
them at home so that the parking areas could accommodate other cars. 

Williamson also encouraged tailgaters to rethink some of the heavy equipment they bring in, 
warning it could damage campus lawns. 

More information about parking can be found at: www.gamedaygameplan.com. 
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http://www.ajc.com/sports/uga/uga-warns-of-parking-194962.html 
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Two separate armed robberies occurred over the last week off-campus. Both of the crimes 
occurred within the expanded patrol zone of 500 feet past campus covered by the GTPD. The 
two instances mark the 8th and 9th armed robberies since May in and around Tech’s campus, 
and serve as another reminder of the increasing crime in the Atlanta area over the past few 
months. 

The first of the crimes was an armed bank robbery on Friday, Nov. 6. Unlike the majority of the 
armed robberies that have happened in the Home Park neighborhood which happened between 
11 p.m. and 3 a.m., the robbery at the Wachovia happened at 11:15 a.m. The suspect, described 
as a five-foot-five to five-foot-nine black male in a plaid shirt, entered the Wachovia Bank near 
Techwood Parkway and State Street and proceeded to rob the bank. 

GTPD believe that the suspect may have been carrying a handgun during the robbery. The 
suspect then reportedly drove off in a 2004 silver Nissan Maxima, heading northbound on 
Techwood Parkway. The car is also believed to have been one stolen earlier from South Atlanta. 

Less than a week later, a second robbed robbery occurred at the Arby’s on Spring Street and 
Fourth Street. 

Three black males who ranged from five-foot-ten to six-foot-two in height were wearing dark 
clothing and dew rags over their faces when they entered the restaurant at 10:40 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Nov. 10. The men each displayed handguns to the employees and proceeded to take all 
the contents of the cash registers there. Afterwards, they fled from the scene towards Williams 
Street. Although no one was injured in the incident, the suspects were still at large as of 
Wednesday night. 

With the increase in crime activity, the GTPD and Atlanta Police Department (APD) recommend 
that students extra alert and take extra precautions when traveling through and around campus. 

While the investigations of both crimes are being spearheaded by the APD, if anyone has more 
information on either of the robberies they are advised to contact the GTPD at 404-894-2500. 
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Police chief urges safe scooter practices 
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Monday, November 16, 2009 
Students, Administrators participate in fall campus safety walk  
By Siddharth Gurnani, Contributing Writer  

The Student Government Association’s (SGA) Planning and Development committee held its 
first fall campus safety walk on Nov. 12, following the upsurge in crime both in and around 
campus over the last few months.  

The committee’s chair John Semmens (third-year ME) greeted everyone at the Campanile at 
5:30 p.m. and briefly explained the purpose of the event, which was to get administrators to 
notice some of the safety issues on campus. Members of the Senate, IFC, GEORGIA Tech 
Facilities, The Department of transportation and parking, GTPD and other faculty and 
administrators, including Institute President G.P. “Bud” Peterson attended the event.  

“In planning this walk, we wanted to make sure that the administrators get a chance to look at the 
problem areas safety wise within campus and not just on the outskirts of it, as was the focus of 
the safety walk in the spring,” Semmens said. 

The walk started at the Campanile, traveled in and out of back alleys and roads of campus and 
finally ended at the corner of Techwood Drive and North Avenue. There were many stops during 
the walk, at which the group stopped and people raised concerns about safety issues and the 
preventive measures in place or posed solutions in the lack thereof.  

“The key to being safe is body language. How people perceive you highly determines if you are 
going to be a target or not. Don’t walk alone and in lonely areas looking scared,” said Officer 
Alex Gutierrez, GTPD crime prevention unit officer. 

According to Gutierrez, students may misunderstand the amount of incidents of armed robberies 
and muggings on campus. He stresses that there have been only four reported cases of such 
crimes on campus. The other cases were outside campus in areas like Home Park and do not fall 
under the jurisdiction of the GTPD.  

Members of the facilities department said that they were looking into making the path more 
pedestrian friendly by breaking down some walls and rearranging some buildings around. With 
the construction of the Clough Undergraduate Learning Commons (CULC), there are plans of 
reconfiguring the parking lot behind the Skiles Classroom Building on Ferst Drive, and making it 
a transit hub. This change and many others included are aimed at increasing the safety for 
students on campus. 

In addition to the facilities changes planned, the GTPD also reminded the participants of the 
walk of the resources already available, including the emergency phones. 
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“The emergency phones spread around campus are easy to use. On pressing the big red button, it 
connects automatically, and notifies us of the exact location of the call” he said. On being asked 
what the average response time to a call was, said Officer Ian Mayberry, GTPD crime prevention 
officer, “A GTPD officer will be on the scene in under a minute.”  

The walk did raise some new concerns from Tech administrators and faculty. Some of the 
concerns included the lighting outside of the Architecture building. Participants mentioned that, 
especially with Architecture students working late nights in studio and with the path to the 
library blocked due to the construction of the CULC, safety around this area seemed vulnerable. 
“The walkway to the library in front of the Architecture studio should be open in a week or two,” 
said Mike Leasure, facilities utilities and energy manager . 

The group briefly discussed the issue of off-campus housing like Home Park also, which has 
been a major site for crime in the past. Walkers agreed upon the need for students to be careful 
about walking there, and stressed that students should use the Stingerette or walk in groups.  

“Most of the cases in Home Park involve men. I guess it shows that women are more careful and 
it’s the 19 year old invincible male who thinks nothing can go wrong,” Peterson said. 

Along with students playing a role in preventing crime on campus, the GTPD, facilities and all 
other departments promised to do their best to have the best safety measures in place, but 
stressed that without the support of students they will not be that successful.  

“There are more student eyes than faculty and administration eyes and together we can make this 
campus a safer place,” Peterson said. 
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University of Georgia police are investigating a report from an 18-year-old Clemson University 
student who said he was assaulted and held against his will in the basement of a fraternity house, 
Lt. Eric Dillinger said Tuesday. 

No arrests have been made and investigators are having trouble sorting out details Stephen 
Spaseff offered early Sunday morning because of  “his level of intoxication.” 

A campus police officer reported seeing Spaseff running down the middle of Lumpkin Street just 
before 3:30 a.m., calling for help. The police report said the man was crying and acted as if he 
had been drinking. According to the report, Spaseff's clothes were wet and dirty. 

He  had multiple cuts and a swollen right eye, the report said. 
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http://www.ajc.com/news/clemson-student-says-uga-201462.html 

Student alleges beating at Chi Phi house 
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Richard Stocks, 18, a student at Georgia Southern, was arrested at a protest of traveling preacher 
"Brother Micah" Armstrong near the Russell Union Rotunda today. 

Armstrong was preaching in front of a crowd of over 100 students Tuesday afternoon. 

According to Sergeant Michael Griffin with the Bulloch County Sheriff’s Department, Stocks 
was arrested by the University Police and was charged with disorderly conduct and obstruction 
of an officer. 

Griffin added that Stocks is currently being held on $2000 bond at the Bulloch County Jail. 

More information, as it becomes available, will be posted online at www.gadaily.com and in 
Thursday’s edition of The George-Anne. 
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Student arrested during Brother Micah 
protest     

Written by Robert Greene II     
Tuesday, 17 November 2009 23:07  
Tuesday afternoon saw Micah Armstrong, known also as “Brother Micah,” preach to students in 
the “free speech” zone in the grassy area across from the Russell Union. During his remarks, 
students became visibly upset, and one student was arrested for resisting orders and resisting 
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arrest, according to police. 

According to Sgt Michael Griffin with the Bulloch County Sheriff’s 
Office, Richard Stocks, 18, was taken to the Bulloch County Jail 
Tuesday afternoon by the University Police on the charges of 
obstructing a police officer and disorderly conduct. Stocks has been 
released on $2,000 bond. 

A list of University Police arrests also names a Richard Stocks with the same charges. 

Stocks was arrested after getting close to Brother Micah on the free speech grass zone. 

Sgt Lee Jones, the arresting officer, said that, “He failed to comply to lawful orders about where 
he was standing.” 

Jones added, “Initially, he was resisting orders,” and then said, “Then he was resisting arrest.” 

According to Director of Communications Christian Flathman, the Office of Public Safety said 
that the incident Tuesday escalated after a student, who Flathman said that he could not identify, 
got very close to the Armstrong and encroached on his space. 

A police officer asked him twice to move away from Armstrong. While trying to bring the 
student away, the officer’s arm was moved away from him, according to Public Safety. The 
student pointed to the officer, shouted profane remarks, and was told he was under arrest. 

 The student began to walk away from the officer, then began to run. After that the officer caught 
up to him and placed the student under arrest for disorderly conduct and obstruction of an 
officer. 

Brother Micah claimed to the student audience that he was free of sin, and that God wanted him, 
among other things, to renounce the musical acts of Vanilla Ice and the Beastie Boys. However, 
his remarks concerning the gay and lesbian community were what most upset students. 

Wearing buttons with stripes through the words “porn” and “homo”, Brother Micah antagonized 
members of the gay and lesbian community by referring to lesbians as “Lesbos” during his 
remarks, and also stating that his only opposition to interracial marriage was between members 
of the same sex. 

“The issue is not skin, it’s sin!” Brother Micah said. 

During this time, one student yelled, “How about you stop hitting your Bible and open it!” 

Students were upset about the arrest of Stocks. Shane Wright, a first year student, said, “In this 
situation, I feel the arrest was unjustified.” 

“If anybody should’ve been arrested it was him (Brother Micah),” Wright added. “There was no 
violence, no disrespect. The officer was embarrassed he couldn’t control the situation, so they 
arrested him (the student).” 
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Flathman said, “We certainly encourage students to express their opinions but to also obey 
requests from law enforcement officers.” In reference to the arrest of Stocks, Flathman added 
that if the request had been followed, an arrest may not have been made on Tuesday. 

Students were also abuzz about Brother Micah’s remarks after he was escorted off of the free 
speech zone by several police officers. 

“I’m a Christian, and he was totally misrepresenting my religion,” said Daniel Palmer, freshman. 
“He was not preaching the truth.” 

Danielle Duncan, a sophomore and a Community Leader in the Department of University 
Housing, was offended by Micah’s remarks about the gay and lesbian community. She took 
particular offense to what Micah said about homosexuals choosing to live that lifestyle. 

“Most of my friends are gay, and we did not choose to be gay,” said Duncan. 

Christina Holt, a sophomore, added her sentiment to what Duncan said. “We’re going to be sure 
to stop them from getting a permit ever again” to speak on campus, she said. “We have come too 
far along in society to deal with people spewing bigotry.” 

Brother Micah has said that he will probably return next semester. “The policy there (at GSU) is 
that they allow one and a half hours a day once a month,” he said. He said he plans to visit 
Georgia Southern again next semester, and claimed that he has preached at GSU in 2006 and 
2007. 

“My main goal is to preach the Bible, the truth,” Micah said. “People won’t be saved if they 
think they’re okay.” 

On the response to his visit on Tuesday, Micah said “it was a lot more rowdy (than past visits).” 
He added that, to his knowledge no one preached here last year, and that when more preachers 
are on a college campus, “people are just used to it.” 

“We’re representing Jesus Christ,” Micah said. “I expect opposition.” He also had words for 
Christians in the audience who were among his most vocal opponents. 

“They want to be Christians, but they want to be accepted by their peers,” Micah said. “They 
can’t preach because they haven’t repented.” 

One of those in the audience offended by the remarks was Preston Cox, who is an intern for the 
Wesley Foundation on campus. He said, “I’m against his gospel. He’s using scripture, but not in 
the context of Christ.” During Brother Micah’s remarks, Cox, wearing a blue bandana, led some 
students away from Micah. 

He said he just happened to have his Bible with him by accident on Tuesday. “When I walked 
up, I felt like God was preparing me for this all day,” he said. 

Brother Micah said that, while his mission is to help people become “saved”, he can’t force 
people to come over to his views. “People can take the truth or leave the truth. I can’t make them 
convert.” 
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said that the incident Tuesday escalated after a student, who Flathman said that he could not 
identify, got very close to Micah and encroached on his space. 
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to stop them from getting a permit ever again” to speak on campus, she said. “We have come too 
far along in society to deal with people spewing bigotry.” 

Brother Micah has said that he will probably return next semester. “The policy there [at GSU] is 
that they allow one and a half hours a day once a month,” he said. He said he plans to visit 
Georgia Southern again next semester and claimed that he has preached at GSU in 2006 and 
2007. 

“My main goal is to preach the Bible, the truth,” Micah said. “People won’t be saved if they 
think they’re okay.” 

On the response to his visit on Tuesday, Micah said “it was a lot more rowdy [than past visits].” 
He added that, to his knowledge, no one preached here last year, and that when more preachers 
are on a college campus, “people are just used to it.” 

“We’re representing Jesus Christ,” Micah said. “I expect opposition.” He also had words for 
Christians in the audience who were among his most vocal opponents. 

“They want to be Christians, but they want to be accepted by their peers,” Micah said. “They 
can’t preach because they haven’t repented.” 

One of those in the audience offended by the remarks was Preston Cox, an intern for the Wesley 
Foundation on campus. He said, “I’m against his gospel. He’s using scripture but not in the 
context of Christ.” 

During Brother Micah’s remarks, Cox, wearing a blue bandana, led some students away from 
Micah. 

He said he just happened to have his Bible with him by accident on Tuesday. “When I walked 
up, I felt like God was preparing me for this all day,” he said. 

Brother Micah said that, while his mission is to help people become “saved,” he can’t force 
people to come over to his views. “People can take the truth or leave the truth. I can’t make them 
convert.” 

Charles Minshew contributed to this report. 
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Baker protest sign raises 
eyebrows     

Written by Ally Rakoczy     
Tuesday, 17 November 2009 19:18  
Many students were in an uproar after signs reading “Bring Back the Triple Option” and “Fire 
Sam Baker” were confiscated from students at the Homecoming game on Saturday. Georgia 
Southern fan sites blew up with accusations of first amendment violations, censorship and pokes 
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at Sam Baker, GSU’s athletic director. 

Walt Austin, a history graduate student at GSU, witnessed the situation. 

“[The students] came up right where I was under the Section K sign. Not too long after that, Sam 
Baker went over and talked to them really briefly, maybe two, two and a half minutes,” said 
Austin. 

However, according to Baker, it was all a big misunderstanding. 

“It was a miscommunication is what it was,” said Baker. “The young men were holding a sign 
and I went over and gave them my business card and said ‘Call me.’” 

Anytime somebody is upset with our program I like to sit down and talk to them…I didn’t 
realize that it kind of turned into the perfect storm,” said Baker. 

According to Austin, shortly after the students’ encounter with Baker, university police walked 
over and confiscated the signage. 

“We asked [the police] why they took the signs, and they said they were told to take them over 
the radio,” said Austin. “When we asked them why, they told us they couldn’t tell us who told 
them to take them down or why. 

“This was definitely one of the lowest experiences in my Georgia Southern career,” he said. 

Soon after the signs were taken, there was an announcement over the PA system declaring that 
people with signs could either put them away or be escorted out. 

According to Baker, the PA announcement that was made was “ill advised” and was made by a 
member of his staff who was attempting to defend Baker. 

“He made an ill advised announcement and did not check with game management. They 
would’ve told him not to make the announcement,” said Baker. 

Baker went on to add that the officers who confiscated the signs also misunderstood their 
superiors. 

According to Baker, the senior officers stated that as long as there was no profanity on the 
signage and the signs weren’t blocking people’s view of the game, they were acceptable. 

“When it got back to [Chief Russell], they said give the sign back…that’s their prerogative, they 
can do that,” said Baker. 

And according to senior political science major Josh Rewis, the officers returned the signs. 

“I did get my signs back. One of the security guards told me near the end of the game where the 
signs were at and that we could get them after the game,” said Rewis. 

He added that the officers were “very respectful” and that it was obvious they were “just doing 
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what they were told.” 

“I do plan on calling him today and setting up a meeting so we can discuss things,” said Rewis. 

“I just wanted the young man to know. I finally saw a face with the sign, so I thought ‘Hey, he 
can come down and talk to me,’” said Baker. “To me it shows that he has passion and he wants 
us to win. Hopefully I’ll get a chance to sit down and talk with him.” 

According to Rewis, he and his fellow sign holder were unaware there was a miscommunication 
at the time. 

“We were not aware that there was a misunderstanding. I’m not sure what happened,” said 
Rewis. “I don’t want to ruffle anyone’s feathers. The signs ruffled enough feathers… and the 
whole situation spoke enough for itself,” said Rewis. 

Rewis went on to add that the reason they had the signs in the first place was simply to show 
what they thought many people might be feeling about the football program. 

“We were just out there and we did that because a lot of fans are unhappy with the direction of 
the athletic department, mainly the football program,” said Rewis. “We decided to take that step 
and it looked like most people there agreed with it.” 

According to David Attaway, a senior accounting major and friend of Rewis, the whole situation 
brought attention to the overall feelings of the fans. 

“It does bring attention to the entire situation for something that has been brushed over for a 
while,” said Attaway. “It negatively reflects upon the current staff in the way it was handled and 
it seems that there was a misunderstanding.” 

According to Attaway, Baker’s reaction to the PA announcement and the circumstances of the 
situation was “the first [he’d] heard [about how] the announcement was not authorized by 
[Baker].” 

However, misunderstanding or not, Attaway said the signs pointed to a bigger problem—
unhappiness with the football program. 

“There needs to be an active position to see some sort of change happen within the program,” 
said Attaway. 

Baker acknowledged that GSU’s football team has had a rough season. 

“Coach Hatcher and his staff are working hard to build the team back up. We’re playing with a 
lot of young players, freshmen and sophomores,” said Baker. 

He went on to add that the more experience the younger players get and the more time they have 
training their bodies for the demands of the games in the future, the better the team will perform 
overall. 

“All of the true freshmen haven’t been through a spring practice yet. They just had to go play 
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because we needed numbers. It’s just one of those things that we’re going to have to work 
through,” said Baker. “Anytime we change something it takes time. Our goal is to go out and 
win.” 

Baker added that signs are definitely allowed at the games as long as they do not contain 
profanity or block other people’s views. 

“It turned into more than it really was, and I apologize for that. I want people to come to the ball 
games and have a good time,” said Baker. 
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Male visitor tackled, robbed 
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Incident at Chi Phi 

Held, beat up at fraternity, visitor says 

By Joe Johnson - joe.johnson@onlineathens.com 

Published Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

University of Georgia police are investigating a visiting student's claim that he was held captive 
and beaten in the basement of an on-campus fraternity early Sunday morning. 
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The 18-year-old Clemson University student, in town for the Georgia-Auburn football game, ran 
into the street about 3:20 a.m., yelling for help outside the Chi Phi fraternity, 290 S. Lumpkin St., 
UGA police said. 

The officer who found the student reported he was very drunk, incoherent and crying, but also 
was cut and bruised, and his clothes were wet and dirty. 

"(He) stated that some people had 'messed him up,' " the officer wrote in a police report. 

The Clemson student told police he was involved in a fight earlier at a bar downtown, then was 
"held against his will in the basement of the Chi Phi fraternity where he was not allowed to leave 
and was physically assaulted," according to the police report. 

The victim's allegations are credible, even if his recollections are "a little fuzzy," UGA police 
Chief Jimmy Williamson said. 

"I have no reason to doubt the credibility of the individual who filed the report," Williamson 
said. "The visible injuries he had indicated something definitely occurred. Right now, we can 
only go based on what's been told to us by the victim. If the facts and circumstances change, I 
will let that be known." 

The Clemson student told police he had been involved in a fight outside The Roadhouse on 
North Lumpkin Street before he wound up in Chi Phi's basement. 

Williamson would not say how the student got to the fraternity, a short walk south on Lumpkin 
Street from the bar. 

UGA detectives on Tuesday continued to question Chi Phi members, Williamson said. 

The police report named a 23-year-old former UGA student as a suspect in the alleged attack, but 
Williamson would not confirm if he was a suspect or witness. 

Chi Phi's president, Patrick Richardson, issued a statement late Tuesday emphasizing that the 
suspect is not a member of the fraternity. 

"Our members are offering full cooperation with the authorities in any investigation of this 
matter," Richardson said in the statement. "The suspect in this case is not a member of our 
chapter. This type of behavior is not condoned by our chapter and is not representative of our 
organization." 

The former student named in the report as a suspect - who had several alcohol-related arrests 
while at UGA - said he was not at the fraternity at the time of the alleged assault but was 
catching a cab with his girlfriend near the fraternity house when an officer waved him down. 

"I really can't talk," he said when reached by telephone Tuesday. "I talked to the police and gave 
them my information." 

The suspect, who did not graduate from UGA, was last enrolled in the spring semester, the 
university said. 
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Through cameras and witnesses, police investigate Chi Phi incident 
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'Something happened' 

Visitor's friend backs his story on fraternity beating 

By Joe Johnson - joe.johnson@onlineathens.com 

Published Thursday, November 19, 2009 

A second Clemson University student backs a classmate's story that there was a fight downtown 
last weekend before the young man was beaten - he says in the basement of a nearby fraternity 
house. 

University of Georgia police don't yet know all the details, but they feel confident something 
happened at the Chi Phi fraternity house at 290 S. Lumpkin St., where an 18-year-old Clemson 
student said he was detained and beat up. 

"Based on (the victim's) statements and his friend's statements, something did take place 
downtown, and we are trying to confirm that," UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson said 
Wednesday. "I have two people telling me something happened." 
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The two Clemson students had come to Athens for Saturday's Georgia-Auburn football game, he 
said. 

Though the victim was drunk, it seemed clear he was fleeing from someone as he ran from the 
vicinity of the fraternity, Williamson said. 

"One of our officers was going by as he came out seeking assistance," he said. "It was very 
apparent to the officer that something occurred and (the student) was definitely distressed and 
had visible injuries." 

The student had several cuts and a swollen eye, and his clothes were wet and dirty, police said. 

UGA police are studying recordings from downtown surveillance cameras for evidence that there 
was a fight outside a bar on North Lumpkin Street before the student ended up at or near Chi Phi 
a couple blocks away, Williamson said. 

And investigators re-interviewed witnesses as they tried to track down other witnesses they may 
have missed. 

"We're going to talk to as many people as many times as necessary to get a fuller understanding 
of what occurred," Williamson said. 

The police chief would not say how the Clemson student got from the North Lumpkin Street bar 
to the fraternity, or discuss any other aspects of the case. 

"I won't comment on any details until we can hopefully draw a conclusion," he said. 

A UGA police report named only one suspect, a 23-year-old former UGA student, but 
Williamson would not confirm if he was a suspect or witness. 

The suspect told the Banner-Herald he just happened to be in the area when the injured Clemson 
student ran into the road, and that he gave a statement to an officer. 

Chi Phi's president, Patrick Richardson, issued a statement Tuesday that fraternity members were 
cooperating with authorities and that the suspect in the alleged assault was not a fraternity 
member. 
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A bank near Georgia Tech was robbed at gunpoint shortly before noon Thursday, according to 
campus police. 
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A man wearing a black paisley bandana entered the Wachovia branch, located at State Street and 
Tech Parkway at 11:55 a.m.. The man then left  in a silver Honda Accord with a Virginia license 
plate, which was stolen earlier Thursday in southwest Atlanta. 

No one was injured during the incident. 

The bank is not on campus, but the Tech police sent out an alert to those on campus following 
the incident. Atlanta police are investigating the robbery. 

The suspect is described as a 5-foot-9 black male. 
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http://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta/bank-near-tech-robbed-205261.html 
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Opinions conflict on Front Campus 
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Robberies 
Update     

Written by Rachel E. Cason     
Friday, 20 November 2009 18:58  
Detective Sergeant James Winskey of the Statesboro police department stated Wednesday that 
there have been no new arrests in connection with the October armed robberies that took place 
on and around campus since the release of the suspects’ photographs.  He said that, while the 
police are investigating all leads, none have produced enough information to conclusively result 
in an arrest. 

Major Laura McCullough, with the Georgia Southern Office of Public Safety, said there have 
been arrests for other robberies, but the suspects for the campus-centric ones still remain at large. 

She said that current problem is not armed robberies, but theft resulting in carelessness of 
residents.  Doors and cars are being left unlocked and things are being taken while no one is 
looking, according to McCullough. 

Det. Winskey said that that is not so uncommon however, with two or three similar reports of 
this nature coming in each day. 

Winskey said that, with the upcoming holiday, students should take home everything of value 
that they possibly can.  He said that they should create a list of serial numbers of anything that 
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they leave behind to help police should the need arise. 

Police are still offering a reward for information in connection with the armed robberies.  
Students are requested to contact Winskey at (912) 212-2303 or University Police at (912) 478-
5234. 
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Police say Thanksgiving break calls for higher security 
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Georgia's 300? Number of fans ejected each home game 
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UGA POLICE ISSUE WARRANT IN CHI PHI INCIDENT 

Felony warrant sought for Gene Whitner Milner III 
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Year after shooting shook campus, Savannah State heals 
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On Nov. 21, 2008, gunshots from an argument at a Savannah State University housing facility 
sent one student to the hospital, incarcerated another, and left the campus reeling. 

One year later, wounds have healed, and the university is stronger and more prepared than ever, 
its administration and students said Thursday. 

"An incident like that can and will happen," said Dr. Claud Flythe, Savannah State University's 
vice president for administration. "I am most pleased we did have a plan. 
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"Did we learn something? Of course we did. That's a part of the academy of learning. Did we 
improve on it? I think we have." 

On that cold but sunny Friday last year, Quinton Winfield was shot in his arm and abdomen by 
Savannah State sophomore Devon McIntosh, 19. 

Friends took Winfield to Candler Hospital. He later was transferred to Memorial University 
Medical Center and released. 

Meanwhile, police found McIntosh hours after the shooting, hiding in the trunk of his own car, 
which still was parked on campus. 

McIntosh, who has told the Savannah Morning News the shooting was in self-defense, remains 
at the Chatham County jail. Along with aggravated assault, he faces charges of possession of a 
firearm/knife during the commission of a crime, obstruction and carrying a weapon on school 
property, according to Chatham County Superior Court data. 

McIntosh's standing with the university hinges on the outcome of the pending court case, 
officials said. 

Lessons learned 

The most important lesson Flyth said school officials learned from the incident: the university's 
emergency preparedness plan at the time, prescribed by the state educational system, had room 
for improvement. 

On the day of the shooting, the emergency plan called for a centrally located command center, 
but that was far away from where the incident occurred - at University Commons, on the edge of 
the school's property. 

The new emergency plan now includes several sites that can become command centers, Flythe 
said. 

On the day of the shooting, key players in the management of the university were scattered 
around campus. A command center closer to the scene would have facilitated better 
communication, he said. 

Changes made 

Savannah State police Chief Creighton Roberts - who was deputy chief at the time of the 
shooting and commanded the department that day until then Chief Thomas Trawick returned 
from a school-sponsored trip - said communication has improved since the incident. 

First, the student notification system has changed. The day of the shooting, students had to 
voluntarily sign up to be notified. Now they are included automatically, Roberts said. 

"We learned that we should pull them into the system, and if they choose to opt out of the system 
later on, that's their choice," he said. "That's what we do today." 

Roberts said his department also learned more messages should have gone out that day. 
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"We probably should have sent out more messages throughout the day," he said. "People knew 
what happened, but they didn't know what to do two hours into it." 

Roberts admitted there was some confusion when his agency reached out to other jurisdictions 
for help. At the time of the shooting, the policy was to call first on neighboring Thunderbolt 
police, who, according to 911 tapes, didn't have the resources at the time to assist. Now, if 
Roberts' department needs assistance, policy allows him to call Savannah-Chatham police 
instead. 

"If I need something from the precinct, I can call the captain of the precinct directly," he said. 
"Or we can call the main line and get what we need." 

Dr. Irvin Clark, vice president for student affairs, said security policies at residential halls also 
have been revised. For instance, stricter rules now forbid non-student visitors from entering 
residential hall areas after hours. 

Clark said the university never has tried to keep the shooting a secret. 

"We don't hide it, the fact that it happened," Clark said. 

Positive growth 

University spokeswoman Loretta Heyward said the university's heartbeat is stronger than ever, 
thanks in part to security policy improvements. This year, enrollment has jumped by 10.6 
percent. 

Freshman D'Monique Green said she recalled the campus being "crazy" in the months after the 
shooting, but things have calmed down since. 

"Now, it's just lovely," she said. "There's no altercations. I enjoy my fellow classmates, and the 
teachers are friendly. I've seen nothing but positive change." 

Fellow freshman Joseph C. Roberts said he has noticed an increased police presence. 

"Security is exceptionally tight," Roberts said. "We see routine patrols. You can always touch a 
police officer. One is always available." 
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Crime and college 
 
Atlanta is a hub for students, and they are increasingly prey to the city’s criminals 

 

By Sarah Bakhtiari and Muriel Vega 
 
When the Atlanta Police Department recently reported that its Midtown precinct, Zone 5, saw 
about 500 car break-ins during a three-week period in October, Randall Cobb was aware that a 
substantial portion of the victims might be college students. 
 
Midtown is home to a hefty slice of at least three campuses: Georgia State University, Georgia 
Tech and the Savannah College of Art and Design. Cobb, safety director for the Midtown 
Neighborhood Association, emphasizes that Midtown isn’t much different from most of the rest 
of the city. Other neighborhoods including Candler Park, Virginia Highland, Inman Park, and the 
Old Fourth Ward are also battling car break-ins. But Midtown does have a particular challenge. 
 
“When you look at where most of these crimes are committed, which is near Georgia Tech and 
Atlantic Station, I would have to say that [criminals preying on college students] is where a 
significant amount of the problem lies,” Cobb says. “People have to remain alert no matter where 
you work or live, and simply keeping personal belongings out of your vehicle is a huge 
deterrent.” 
 
APD Maj. Khirus Williams, commander of Zone 5, says about 15 laptops are stolen from cars in 
the area each week. He points out arrests aren't helping.  
 
"Last year, we arrested 116 persons for larceny from autos. Collectively, they have been arrested 
2,250 times," Williams says via e-mail. "Thus, an arrest means nothing to them." 
 
APD Deputy Chief Peter Andresen reiterates Williams' point: "These crimes are also the 
responsibility of the prosecution, the courts, probation and parole. We are working to strengthen 
our relationships but many of our property crime offenders are not only repeat offenders, but 
career criminals." 
 
To prevent theft, Cobb, Williams and Andresen stress that motorists should stop leaving 
valuables in their cars.  
 
Adds Cobb, “To think that it is only Midtown where this is occurring is a misconception.” 
 
He’s right. College students, with their laptops and iPods, coupled with their usual routines of 
parking and walking to class, hold a certain attraction for criminals, regardless of where they 
might be in the metro area. The past year has seen reports of crime against college students, 



���
�

particularly robberies, snag the attention of Mayor Shirley Franklin, and prompt Students For 
Concealed Carry On Campus to lobby the state to make it legal to carry guns or knives on 
campus. 
 
In late October, Emory University, which has a campus on Briarcliff Road that hugs the edge of 
the Atlanta city limits, as well as a main campus closer to Decatur, had two armed robberies in 
the same weekend. Two women were robbed at gunpoint and had their purses stolen on the 
outskirts of the campus. The college sent an e-mail alert about the robberies, but third-year 
Emory student Andrew Wilmot says it was his roommate who notified him about the robbery 
near their residence on Clairmont Road. 
 
"I used to bring my laptop with me to take notes, but I've just been using notebooks since then," 
Wilmot says. "I've been more wary of taking shortcuts if there aren't any other people around." 
     
On the other hand, Duncan Gray, a fourth-year Emory student, says he doesn’t feel the need to 
change his routine. 
 
“I hear about these robberies all the time,” Gray says. “We live downtown, I expect it. All I can 
do is not walk in dark alleys and not carry expensive things with me.” 
 
He points to more crime-vexed schools within Atlanta, including GSU and Morehouse College. 
 
 Morehouse is at Atlanta University Center, and students there are indeed more familiar with 
Atlanta’s crime problem and considerably closer to it. The schools that make up AUC, 
Morehouse College, Morehouse School of Medicine, Spelman College, and Clark Atlanta 
University, all have several streets in common, and a picturesque connecting walking route 
called the Promenade. 
 
Students walking from campus to campus traverse the site where, in September, 19-year-old 
Spelman student Jasmine Lynn was killed by a stray bullet.  
 
“Jasmine was struck as she was walking,” says Relle Thomas, a Spelman sophomore. "An 
innocent bystander. That’s not fair. I went to her funeral and it was incredibly sad to see 
someone die, someone so vibrant, for no reason at all. We definitely do not feel safe around here, 
and that needs to change.”  
 
The Clark Atlanta University Department of Public Safety is right on the Promenade, and CAU 
typically has at least four active patrols at any given time. Some students speculate that if more 
security would have been present on the night Lynn was killed, she might be alive today. 
 
According to the Spelman College crime log, there have been dozens of reported crimes since 
the fall semester started, including two burglaries in October and six counts of theft. 
 
MORE THAN AWARENESS  

On the other side of the Georgia Dome from AUC, the number of crimes around GSU has 
actually gone down in the Past year, compared to 2008’s 14 reported incidents. But while there 
was only one case of armed robbery in 2008 at GSU, according to its Web site, in this semester 
alone there have been three armed robberies. All occurred off campus on John Wesley Dobbs 
Avenue, a street many students take to the main campus and dormitories. The primary concern 
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among students is not awareness—they know about the dangers in the area—but how to actually 
improve security around campus and keep them safer while going from class to class or during 
those late nights at the library.  
 
“I think that there should be more self defense and avoidance classes, and not only for the girls,” 
says Zack Aab, a psychology major who lives in the dorms at Georgia State. He mentions there 
are martial arts classes available at the university, but they’re not strictly geared toward self-
defense. “We should perhaps have them all get together and put together a practical course.” 
 
Fourth-year student Britani Anthony agrees.  
 
“There needs to be an increase in security on and off campus,” she says, adding that she takes 
precautions. “If I go anywhere at night on campus, I take the shuttle or go with friends,” she 
says. “My parents have always driven that into my brain: the buddy system.”   
 
Two of Georgia State’s armed robberies occurred on Oct. 9 and 11, bracketing a similar armed 
robbery at Georgia Tech on Oct. 10. However, the robbery of the Georgia Tech student occurred 
off-campus, on Ethel Street, under Atlanta Police jurisdiction. Currently, there is no reliable, 
quick way for both police forces to work together. 
 
Michael Robinson, a lifeguard at Tech’s CRC Aquatics Center, thinks such collaboration is the 
answer to better public safety on and around campus.  
 
“I believe a stronger show of force by both the APD and GTPD would be the most helpful, given 
the current circumstances,” he says. “They're happening in an area that’s either GTPD 
jurisdiction or the APD’s, and I believe they both need to work together to help crack down.” 
 
Officials say there is already collaboration, but it could always be better.  
 
Some students give high marks to safety on campus. 
 
“While I am within campus, I feel safe,” says Katie Thompson, a Georgia Tech sophomore. 
“There are always patrol cars driving around and going into the businesses at Tech Square. I take 
the trolley after my night classes or a long library night since I live off-campus, where most of 
the crime happens. It’s the only way to stay safe.”   
 
Morehouse senior Jarryd Ronson wishes Atlanta’s city government and police department would 
have concentrated more on safety around the AUC before recent tragedies occurred. 
 
“The university center has been affected by robberies and shootings way more often than any 
other schools in the downtown area,” Ronson says. “There’s all this publicity just because of the 
Emory robberies, when we have to endure crime and lack of an adequate police force around 
campus every day.”  
 
All college campuses in Atlanta provide students with e-mail alerts, police escorts and blue light 
phones in various locations, not to mention campus police patrols. Some campuses, like Georgia 
Tech’s, even have a Twitter feed students can follow on their phones or laptops for the latest 
campus news. A common suggestion is that more campus police would help deter crime, but no 
one identifies any resources to pay for them.  
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“It would be nice to have tightened security, police on every corner to watch out for everyone,” 
says Georgia State student Rico Chavez. “But that’s just not feasible for the funds.” SP 
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On Nov. 22 at 3:35 a.m. another armed robbery happened on the west edge of campus. 
According to a Georgia Tech Police report, a male and a female were walking on 8th St. near 
Williams St. when they were approached by two black males. The two men pulled out a handgun 
and demanded that the couple hand over their money. The couple responded that they had no 
money.  

At that point the men shot the female victim in the stomach. She was transported to Grady 
Hospital for treatment. According to the Atlanta Journal Constitution the male victim was not 
hurt, and the female has since been released from the hospital. Neither victim was a Tech 
student.  
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Milner turns himself in to ACC police 
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Money machine taken from Sanford 

Athens Banner-Herald 

Published Tuesday, November 24, 2009 

Thieves stole an ATM from Sanford Stadium between 3 and 11 a.m. Friday, UGA police said. 

The money machine, which belonged to an Atlanta company, was valued at $3,250 and held 
$6,180 in cash, police said. 

Officers found no evidence of a break-in, but that doesn't mean the ATM was stolen when the 
stadium was locked up, UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson said. 

"Not everything happens in the cloak of darkness," he said. "Someone could have seen it being 
moved by people with uniforms and thought it was for legitimate reasons." 

The ATM, similar to those in convenience stores, weighed about 250 pounds and may have been 
taken by a single person who either carried it or hauled it away on a hand truck. 
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Vandalism at UGA 

Wildcats fans arrested after destructive spree 

By Joe Johnson - joe.johnson@onlineathens.com 

Published Tuesday, November 24, 2009 

Three Kentucky fans allegedly went on a drunken rampage on the University of Georgia campus 
early Saturday morning, hours before their school's team beat the Bulldogs in Sanford Stadium. 

UGA police say the men threw rocks at cars and buildings, breaking windows, and turned over 
portable toilets and knocked over police barricades before they were caught about 5 a.m. 
Saturday. 

"It just appears these young men were drinking and decided to become destructive," UGA police 
Chief Jimmy Williamson said. "Everywhere they walked they were disruptive." 

A witness called police to report men were throwing rocks at cars and buildings, and an officer 
stopped and arrested them not far from the stadium on Cedar Street near Sanford Drive, police 
said. 

Officers retraced their path of destruction and found that windows were broken at the Biology, 
Poultry Sciences and Statistics buildings, and in some parked cars, police said. 

Williamson estimated the damage would cost up to $3,000 to repair. 

David Kenwin Humra III, 20; John Winston Harris, 19; and Judson Christopher Pitman, 19, all 
of Kentucky, were charged with second-degree criminal damage, a felony; two counts of 
criminal trespass; underage consumption of alcohol; and disorderly conduct, police said. 

Humra and Harris also were charged with possession of false ID, police said, and Harris was 
charged with a second count of felony criminal damage. 

All three men were released on bond from the Clarke County Jail. 
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Charged with false imprisonment, battery 

Ex-UGA student posts bail in fraternity beating 

By Joe Johnson - joe.johnson@onlineathens.com 

Published Tuesday, November 24, 2009 

A former University of Georgia student posted bail Monday afternoon on charges he held a 
Clemson University student against his will at a local fraternity and beat him. 
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Gene Whitner Milner III, 23, surrendered to authorities Sunday afternoon, and he was released 
after posting a $7,000 bond that an Athens-Clarke Magistrate Court judge set Monday morning. 

UGA police allege that Milner held and beat the 18-year-old Clemson student early Nov. 15 in 
the basement of the Chi Phi fraternity, 290 S. Lumpkin St. 

Police charged the on-and-off UGA student with false imprisonment, a felony, and misdemeanor 
battery. 

Milner told the Banner-Herald he only happened to be in the area when the victim came running 
from Chi Phi about 3:20 a.m., just as a UGA police officer was driving by. 

The officer noted that the victim appeared to be very intoxicated and was incoherent, had 
multiple cuts and a bruised eye, and said that he'd been beaten in Chi Phi's basement. 

Milner said last week he gave an officer his "information," and that was the extent of his 
involvement. 

But on Monday, his attorney said that Milner first encountered the Clemson student outside The 
Roadhouse bar, about a block north of Chi Phi, on North Lumpkin Street. 

Someone threw a beer bottle, which hit Milner in the face, causing his eye to bleed and swell 
nearly shut, Atlanta attorney Manny Arora said. 

"Mr. Milner saw three people who he thought might be involved, but two of them ran, and he 
told the other who stayed, 'I'm going to call the police unless you tell me who the others were,' " 
Arora said. 

That third person, the Clemson student, went willingly with Milner to the frat house, where he 
made several calls to friends, including one who later picked him up, Arora said. 

Milner, who goes by his middle name, "Whitner," never touched the Clemson student, the 
attorney said. 

"When they got to the fraternity house, they talked for 10 to 15 minutes," Arora said. "Whitner 
didn't hit him or do anything as was alleged." 

Arora claims a witness saw the Clemson student fall as he left Chi Phi, which could be one 
explanation for his injuries. 

"He was extremely intoxicated, and who knows what else he got into that night," the attorney 
said. 

But investigators determined that Milner - who Chi Phi's president says does not belong to the 
fraternity - was the person who beat up the Clemson student in Chi Phi's basement, according to 
UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson. 

Arora would not explain why Milner and the victim went to the fraternity. 
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"I can't get into all the facts," he said. 

Media reports about the series of events were "grossly one-sided," said Arora, who questioned 
why police never mentioned that Milner had been hit in the face with a beer bottle. 

He also had no marks on his hands to indicate he had hit anyone, Arora said. 

The victim and the friend from Clemson who later picked him up acted aggressively, remaining 
outside of Chi Phi where they screamed and tried to pick fights, according to Arora. 

Milner, who last was enrolled at the university for spring semester, has been arrested for several 
alcohol-related offenses in Athens since in 2004. 

He is scheduled to appear Dec. 15 in Clarke County Magistrate Court. 
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By Larry Hartstein  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  
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A woman was robbed at gunpoint early Thursday in the 200 block of Pine Street. 

Georgia Tech police issued an alert about the 1:20 a.m. incident, but the victim is not a Tech 
student. 

After the woman handed over her purse, the gunman fled on foot. The suspect is described as a 
6-foot-1 black man wearing a vest, camouflage-colored pants and black boots. 

Atlanta police are investigating the robbery. 
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http://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta/woman-robbed-at-gunpoint-215045.html 
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Campus cops joining forces with other law agencies 
Gainesville State College police seek mutual aid pacts  
By Jeff Gill 
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At the state Board of Regents’ request, Gainesville State College’s police department is 
working to acquire "mutual aid" agreements with surrounding police agencies. 

The point is to formalize law enforcement response to emergencies on and off the 
campus, which sits off Mundy Mill Road near Interstate 985. 

"It just kind of ties up the loose ends," said the college’s police chief, Richard Goodson. 

"If we had a mass casualty type of emergency on campus or, God forbid, a Virginia 
Tech-type of incident, this would allow us to get other people to come without there 
being any conflict of jurisdiction." 

Earlier this month, Oakwood City Council approved the agreement with the college. 

Goodson said he is seeking the same sort of nod from Gainesville City Council and Hall 
County Board of Commissioners. Gainesville sits to the north of the campus and the 
school sits in unincorporated Hall, which is patrolled by the sheriff’s office. 

"Oakwood has no jurisdiction on our campus, because we are not in the city limits of 
Oakwood," Goodson said. 

"But they are the closest law enforcement agency to us, so it only makes sense that we 
help them and they help us in case of a major emergency." 

Gainesville State had operated as a public safety department until after Goodson’s 
arrival on campus in early 2008. The college now has a certified police department with 
sworn officers, patrol cars and law enforcement equipment. 

"Right now, we can go off campus, up to 500 yards from our property, if we wanted to," 
Goodson said. "We could enforce traffic on Mundy Mill Road in front of campus, which 
we have no desire to do right now." 

But the agreement "could allow us to help Oakwood if they had an emergency, such as 
an officer down. ... If we had an officer in the area, he could go over there without any 
potential legal entanglements." 

Aside from the agreement, the city would be covered in incidents that began on campus 
and moved to another jurisdiction. 

"The reason for the 500-yard buffer is very much that," Goodson said. "If you had 
somebody cross the street that was hurting somebody, then you’d have the authority to 
go over there and handle it." 

The intent of the agreement is not for law enforcement agencies to back each other up 
on routine matters. 

"But if the (Oakwood) officer is doing a search warrant and he gets shot, then we might 
respond as the closest ones for his aid or to apprehend whomever did it," Goodson 
said. 
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As far as command goes, that falls to the agency in the jurisdiction where the incident 
occurs — that is, unless another agency enters the scene that is more qualified to deal 
with the emergency. 

"For example, we have a train wreck right off campus," Goodson said. "We might have 
to initially start moving people out, getting them away. But as soon as the fire 
department comes on the scene with hazardous materials capability, then we would 
assist them." 

Essentially, "we all understand our role," he added. 

Randall Moon, Oakwood’s longtime police chief, lauds the agreement. 

"More than legal, it gives direction," he said. "A good part in it is if my guys go over there 
to help, they need to know that they fall under (Goodson’s) command until they’re 
relieved. 

"It’s so they don’t go over there and say, ‘I don’t work for you. I work for Oakwood and I 
can do what I want to,’" Moon said. "No, they have to realize that when (Goodson) 
requests mutual aid and I agree to send them, they fall under his command." 

And for Gainesville State, one of the fastest-growing colleges in the state, an 
emergency would constitute something more than momentary issues, such as parking 
crisis, traffic congestion or classroom fight. 

"It would have to be something that would overwhelm (Goodson’s) agency," Moon said. 

And like Gainesville State, sometimes Oakwood’s pursuits sometimes carry them on 
campus. 

"We had a foot chase over there about a month ago that started in Walmart, and then 
we’ve had a few traffic stops where people have chosen to pull inside the campus," 
Moon said. 
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