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Tech students robbed at gunpoint 

By Mike Morris  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  

�86>-��$�$�!�������A��
&���-��-88?��

Three Georgia Tech students were robbed at gunpoint early Friday on a street just off campus, 
police said. 

The students were on Hemphill Avenue between 10th and 14th streets about 12:15 a.m. when 
they were robbed, according to a crime alert sent out by Georgia Tech police. 

"The students stated that two males approached them on foot and pointed a handgun at them," 
the alert states. "The males demanded the students' belongings before fleeing the area in a black 
vehicle." 

No one was injured during the robbery, which is being investigated by Atlanta police. 



.�
�

Atlanta police spokesman Otis Redmond said the students were robbed of their wallets and cell 
phones. 

The robbers were described as black males, both about 5 feet, 9 inches tall and weighing 160 to 
170 pounds. The gunman was wearing baggy pants and a long, white t-shirt, while the other man 
had long dreadlocks and was wearing a black t-shirt and baggy shorts or pants. 

The vehicle was described as a black passenger vehicle with round brake lights, possibly a 
Chevrolet Malibu. 

The incident happened about a quarter-mile north of the Tech campus in an area where several 
students have been robbed in recent months. 

!�������������������6��

http://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta/tech-students-robbed-at-152471.html 
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Vandal destroys UGA student's artwork 
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Matt Boland sweats each fragile piece of art he creates. 

"With ceramics, there's a volatile element with everything you make, because you have to put it 
in the kiln and hope it doesn't break in the 1,800-degree heat, and hope it doesn't break again 
when you put it in a second time at 2,500 degrees," the University of Georgia grad student said 
Monday. 

"To come out with it in one piece, it's like, 'Oh, I made it' - but then to have someone come in 
and smash it to pieces, it's just crazy," he said. 

The craziness happened early Saturday, when someone destroyed three finished ceramic pieces 
that Boland created after slipping into a studio at the Lamar Dodd School of Art's Thomas Street 
Art Complex. 

Someone entered an unlocked door between 2:15 and 3 a.m., UGA police said, when a student 
left to check a kiln in another building at the art complex near downtown. Although the burglar 
didn't appear to target Boland's handiwork specifically, his ceramics were the only pieces 
damaged in the studio. 

Boland doesn't have any problems with anyone, he said, and he didn't know of any disgruntled 
current or former art students who might have been responsible. 

"It's a mystery," he said. 



>�
�

UGA police also doubt the burglar singled out Boland's art, because the same person may be 
responsible for other acts of campus vandalism Saturday morning. 

Whoever smashed Boland's ceramics also emptied a fire extinguisher in the studio's kiln room, 
then threw it through the window of another building in the complex and broke a large outdoor 
vase that a professor had made. 

Police totaled the damage at more than $2,000. 

Also Saturday morning, windows were broken at the art school's Tanner Building - across the 
street from the Thomas Street complex - and at the Food Science building on Cedar Street. 

Like the ceramics studio, someone broke into the Food Science building, but nothing inside was 
stolen or tampered with, police said. 

Investigators think the same person or people might be responsible. 

Police discovered the vandalism after a woman called 911 about 3 a.m. Saturday to report that 
she saw a man trying to steal a bicycle when she went to the Thomas Street art complex. 

The man drove away in a car without the bike, according to police, who think the theft was an 
afterthought to the vandalism. 

"The worst thing about what happened is, you put all your work into creating something, and 
before you can show it, someone destroys it," said Boland, a master of fine arts candidate. 

Among his work that was destroyed was "Never Enough," a man wearing only underwear and 
holding four rabbits in one arm while either grabbing or gesturing for more, and "Surrender," a 
similarly dressed man with his head in the grips of an alligator's mouth. 

Boland planned to exhibit the pieces later this month. 

!��"���������#��	�����������$����	�������%&�������� �'��	���(�!���#����)(���� �
�

�

G�����
����D#�������

The craziness happened early Saturday, when someone destroyed three finished ceramic pieces that Boland created 
after slipping into a studio at the Lamar Dodd School of Art's Thomas Street Art Complex. 

http://onlineathens.com/stories/100609/uga_501484894.shtml 
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After the recent flooding of campus, KSU officials have emphasized preparedness and 
procedures for emergencies. No loss of life or injury was reported during the flooding; however, 
significant property damaged was incurred. 

For emergencies such as natural disasters and crimes, KSU follows the National Incident 
Management System (NIMS). NIMS is a set of federal procedures that helps organizations 
prevent and address emergencies. NIMS provides organizations with a template for the collective 
management of an incident. 
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“Essentially, what that does is that it defines certain types of responsibilities in responding to any 
kind of an emergency,” Deputy Chief of KSU Police Kemper Anderson said. ”You need to know 
each other, you need to know each other’s capabilities, what you can and can’t do.” 

For KSU, four parts of the university share the responsibilities in emergency management: the 
Vice President for Operations, Department of Health, Safety, and Risk Management, Department 
of Strategic Security and Safety and Department of Public Safety/KSU Police. 

“There are basically four elements of what we’re calling Emergency Management, and that is 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery,” said Robert Lang of Strategic Security and 
Safety. 

These elements interact to help KSU successfully manage an incident using a layered approach 
to communicate with the community in case of an emergency. 

“Students, faculty and staff all have their own ways of communicating with the world,” said 
Gerald Donaldson of Environmental Health, Safety, and Risk Management. 

KSU uses a variety of ways to contact its community, including a system KSU calls ConnectEd 
which relays SMS text messages, cell phone calls and voicemails to students, faculty and staff 
when there is a major emergency. 

KSU also has a siren system that can be heard across campus and at the KSU Center in case 
students need to take shelter inside buildings. 

A campus advisory is displayed on KSU’s Web site alerting students about emergencies and 
university openings and closings. 

KSU is also putting in place a desktop pop-up for university computers. To solve the problem of 
KSU students and faculty who may not be able to receive cell phone signals inside buildings on 
campus, KSU will override university computers in the event of an emergency to display pop-up 
messages on university computer screens. These messages will notify classes who might be 
watching a presentation or film on university computers. 

KSU also has a crisis management program. This program consists of crisis coordinators who are 
linked together by handheld radios, allowing every building of campus to communicate with one 
another. 

“It’s extremely helpful to have that base line knowledge of information, even if it’s a one or two 
sentence piece of information, because it’s important to get people out if need be and it’s also 
important to retain certain staff and faculty members,” said Donaldson. 

Crisis coordinators are trained immediate responders and leaders for emergencies. There is at 
least one crisis coordinator for every building on the KSU campus. 

In the case of crime-related emergencies, KSU must notify its community of crime on or near 
campus. The Clery Act is a federal law that requires all federal financially aided colleges and 
universities to disclose information to its community about crime near or on campus. 
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“It’s about taking care of the students, and everything we do is related to that,” said Randy C. 
Hinds, Vice President for Operations. 
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Press Release 

COLUMBUS, GA - A 21-year-old student has been arrested by Columbus State University 
police and charged in connection with two incidents involving homemade explosive devices that 
were detonated on main campus. 
 
In both incidents leading to the charges against Caleb Miles Miller of Mauk, no one was injured, 
and no property was damaged beyond the charring of the ground around the detonation site. 
 
Miller faces two counts of possession of tools for crime, two counts of possession/manufacture 
of a destructive device and one count of possession of destructive device with intent to intimidate 
or destroy a public building. He's scheduled to appear in Recorders Court on the charges 
Wednesday morning. 
 
In the most recent incident, reported at 9:06 a.m. Sept. 26, University Police were told that an 
apparent homemade "firecracker" had exploded with a loud blast near a parking lot south of 
CSU's Center for Commerce and Technology. Smoke also spewed from the device briefly, and 
the Columbus Police "bomb squad" was summoned to investigate and dispose of it. 
 
On Tuesday, University Police Cpl. J. Brett Stanelle approached Miller on campus to question 
him about the latest incident. In his report, Stanelle indicated Miller had, on two occasions, 
fashioned an explosive device out of common household items. The earlier incident occurred 
about the same time of day on Feb. 26 in another parking area on campus. 
 
"Thankfully, no one was hurt and there was no damage to property, but in a post-Virginia Tech 
world, you have to take these threats seriously," University Police Chief Rus Drew said. "We're 
grateful that we were able to identify the perpetrator." 
 
Source: Columbus State University 
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Police: CSU student set off explosives on campus 
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A 21-year-old student was arrested by Columbus State University police and charged in 
connection with two incidents involving homemade explosive devices that were detonated on the 
main campus, the university announced Tuesday. 

Caleb Miles Miller of Mauk, Ga., faces two counts of possession of tools for a crime, two counts 
of possession/manufacture of a destructive device and one count of possession of destructive 
device with intent to intimidate or destroy a public building.  

He’s scheduled to appear in Recorder’s Court this morning.  

In the most recent incident, reported at 9:06 a.m. Sept. 26, CSU police were told an apparent 
homemade “firecracker” had exploded with a loud blast near a parking lot south of CSU’s Center 
for Commerce and Technology. Smoke also spewed from the device briefly, and the Columbus 
Police Department’s bomb squad was summoned to investigate and dispose of it. 

University Police Cpl. J. Brett Stanelle approached Miller on campus Tuesday to question him 
about the latest incident. In his report, Stanelle indicated Miller had, on two occasions, fashioned 
an explosive device out of common household items. The previous incident occurred about the 
same time of day on Feb. 26 in another parking area on campus. 

No one was injured and no property was damaged beyond the charring of the ground around the 
detonation site in both incidents. “Thankfully, no one was hurt and there was no damage to 
property, but in a post-Virginia Tech world, you have to take these threats seriously,” University 
Police Chief Rus Drew said in a release. “We’re grateful that we were able to identify the 
perpetrator.”  

����6DD���$������/��@*����$�
�D����D��
��D%H>>-:$�� ���
�
�
Latest in News 
CAMPUS ALERT: RECENT CAR BREAK-INS  
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The city of Statesboro has had several incidents of vehicles being broken into and items being 
stolen from the vehicle. The suspects are getting into the cars by using the "smash and grab" 
technique where they break out a window and just reach inside to steal items. 

On October 5, we had a few cars broken into on our campus, using this same method. A witness 
noticed a black male hitting a vehicle with what looked like a baseball bat. UPD was contacted 
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immediately, but the suspect got into a Maroon or Burgandy colored vehicle, similar to a Toyota, 
and was driven off by a second male suspect before UPD arrived. 

If you notice any suspicious activity in or around parking lots or vehicles on campus, please call 
the University Police Departmant at 478-5234. DO NOT approach any suspicious individuals. 
UPD will make contact with them once you notify our department. 

Motor Vehical Break-In Prevention Tips  

( http://welcome.georgiasouthern.edu/publicsafety/campus.htm ) 
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Sheriff’s Office presents SGTC with weather alert radios 
 
AMERICUS — The Sumter County Sheriff’s Office presented South Georgia Technical College 
(SGTC) with 20 weather alert radios for the Americus campus recently. The radios will be 
placed with fire marshals in each building on the SGTC Americus campus and used to alert and 
keep college officials abreast of severe weather. 

Janice Davis, SGTC vice president of Administrative Services, and SGTC Director of Security 
Sammy Stone, accepted the radios from Sumter County Sheriff’s Chief Deputy Col. Eric Bryant 
and Capt. Phillip Daniel, also of the Sumter County Sheriff’s Office. 
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“We appreciate the Sumter County Sheriff’s Office contributing these weather radios to South 
Georgia Technical College,” said SGTC President Sparky Reeves. “These radios will be a 
tremendous asset to our faculty, staff and administrators who are constantly working to insure 
the safety of our students and fellow employees.” 

SGTC has a campus-wide weather alert siren that is used to notify the campus in the event of 
severe weather. Each building has a fire marshal and an emergency preparedness plan. The 
weather radios will be a compliment to this system. 
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Student Arrested After Explosions At College 

Posted: 5:55 am EDT October 8, 2009 

Updated: 5:57 am EDT October 8, 2009 
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Police: Student set off explosives on campus 

Associated Press  

.6.7��$�$���*�������A��
&���%��-88?��

A 21-year-old student has been arrested after homemade explosives were detonated on the main 
campus of Columbus State University. 

University police arrested Caleb Miles Miller of Mauk, Ga. in connection with the two incidents. 



�H�
�

He faces counts of possession of tools for a crime, possession/manufacture of a destructive 
device and a count of possession of destructive device with intent to intimidate or destroy a 
public building. 

The arrest was reported by the Columbus Ledger Enquirer on Wednesday. 

No one was injured and no property was damaged beyond the charring of the ground around the 
detonation site in both incidents. 

The most recent incident was reported on the morning of Sept. 26. CSU police were told an 
apparent homemade "firecracker" had exploded with a loud blast near a parking lot. 

——— 

Information from: Columbus Ledger-Enquirer, http://www.ledger-enquirer.com 
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http://www.ajc.com/news/police-student-set-off-157504.html 
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Woman asks university police not to pursue her rape report 
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A University of Georgia fraternity under investigation for alleged hazing, Pi Kappa Alpha, will 
not face a second inquiry after a woman said she was raped at the fraternity's on-campus chapter 
house overnight Tuesday. 

The woman, a UGA student, told police she did not want the incident investigated or prosecuted, 
said UGA Police Chief Jimmy Williamson. 

By policy, neither the UGA police nor the UGA Office of Judicial Affairs investigates rape 
allegations when the victim says he or she does not want to go forward with the case, Williamson 
said. 

"It's very difficult to investigate if one person doesn't want to go forward," he said. "If she comes 
back and asks us, we'll be here to support her and start the investigation. But the investigation is 
closed until she chooses differently." 

If university officials do investigate, the chapter will cooperate, a fraternity officer said. 

"This type of alleged behavior is not condoned by our chapter and is not representative of our 
organization. Both our members and advisers are offering full cooperation with the University 
and local authorities in any investigation of this very serious matter," according to a statement 
issued Wednesday evening by UGA chapter President Jared Swanson. 
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The woman came to UGA police early Wednesday morning, Williamson said. 

She told an officer she was raped sometime between 9 p.m. Tuesday and 3:46 a.m. Wednesday at 
the Pi Kappa Alpha house, according to police records. The house is one of four new UGA-
owned fraternity houses recently built on East Campus near Sanford Stadium. 

The woman said both she and the alleged rapist were drinking, Williamson said. 

"We see a lot of miscommunications in situations like this, and alcohol really complicates the 
matter (of communication)," he said. 

UGA's Office of Judicial Affairs already is investigating a freshman fraternity pledge's claim - 
later recanted - that Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity members pressured him to drink alcohol to remain 
in the fraternity. 

Pi Kappa Alpha pledge Ry Thomas Mercado, 18, said later he made up the story that he was 
coerced to drink. 

Athens-Clarke police arrested the freshman from Kathleen in downtown Athens shortly after 2 
a.m. Sept. 17. 

Police charged Mercado with underage drinking after a cab driver contacted police to say he had 
thrown up in the back of his cab and refused to pay the fare. Five days later, Mercado denied his 
fraternity claim in a letter published in the campus newspaper The Red & Black. 

"I lied about being hazed and forced to drink alcohol by Pi Kappa Alpha," Mercado wrote. 

UGA officials said Mercado's reversal would not stop an Office of Judicial Affairs investigation 
to see if the freshman or the fraternity had violated any part of UGA's code of conduct. 
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Monday, October 12, 2009 
Students robbed in Homepark  
Two more students robbed this weekend 
By Emily Chambers, Editor-in-Chief  

On Oct. 11 at approximately 11:30 p.m. two more Tech students were robbed at gunpoint in 
Homepark. The students were walking on Ethel Street when a man exited the passenger side of a 
light-colored sedan. The man, who was described by one of the victims as a black male about 5 
foot 8 inches tall wearing baggy clothes, was armed. He drew a handgun on the two students and 
demanded their belongings.  

Both students turned over their belongings and no one was injured during the incident. The man 
then returned to the white or silver vehicle and left the scene, heading north towards 14th Street. 
This crime is the second armed robbery of Tech students in Homepark in two weeks. The crime 
is being investigated by the Atlanta Police Department, who are soliciting information on the 
incident through Crime Stoppers Atlanta at 404-577-TIPS.  
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Atlanta police to beef up campus police presence 

By Bill Rankin  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  
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To combat crime at local college campuses, the Atlanta Police Department will put an increased 
presence of uniformed and undercover police officers at the Georgia Tech and AUC campuses, 
police chief Richard Pennington said Tuesday. 

Pennington  said the city is responding to recent assaults and robberies on college students, 
including the shooting of a Morehouse student shortly after 1 a.m. Tuesday as he walked home 
from the college library. 

Pennington said the student was released from Grady Memorial Hospital Tuesday morning after 
being treated for a gunshot wound in  the arm. 

Over the weekend, two Georgia Tech students were robbed as they were walking near the 
campus. The assailants hopped out of a white vehicle, robbed the students, got back in their car 
and drove away, Pennington said. Both cases are under investigation, he said. 
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Pennington said APD will put four uniformed officers at AUC and four more at Tech. There will 
also be an undisclosed number of undercover officers at both campuses, he said. These officers 
will help AUC and Georgia Tech campus police. 

The Atlanta officers will be paid overtime and work shifts from 6 p.m. to 3 a.m., assistant Police 
Chief Alan Dreher said. He estimated the officers working overtime will be paid about $30 an 
hour. 

After 30 days the APD will evaluate the effectiveness of the deployment and decide whether to 
continue the increased presence, Dreher said. 

"We're going to do everything we can to make our college campuses safe," Pennington said at 
a press conference at City Hall. 

Pennington noted that many of the attacks on college students have come in the late night or 
early morning hours a few blocks away from the campuses. Students, he said, need to be mindful 
of their surroundings and to try to walk in groups. "Some of these areas are still not safe at that 
time of the morning," the chief said. "We hope these students will be a little more careful. ... I 
think they have become easy targets for some of the criminals." 

Robbers are targeting students to get their computers, iPods, backpacks and and cellphones, the 
chief noted. 

Mayor Shirley Franklin noted the thiefs re-sell these items on the street and urged citizens not to 
buy such items from unauthorized sellers. "It's a cycle," the mayor said. 

At the press conference, Franklin announced that the city will begin posting weekly crime 
statistics on the city of Atlanta's website. The statistics will date back to 2007 and give readers a 
comprehensive view of city crime over the past three years, the mayor said. 
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Students may have come in contact with contaminated water during campus flooding. 

When KSU closed due to flooding the week of Sept. 21, many students played in the flooded 
areas, throwing a football and wrestling in waters on the Campus Green. 

One student was even spotted tubing in the water on Campus Loop Road. Other students waded 
through waters while leaving the campus. 
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Many of these students may have been unaware of the presence of raw sewage and disease-
causing bacteria in the waters. 

“Brown water was geysering up 18-24 inches above street level through sewer access hole 
covers and, based upon the smell, it appears likely that actual raw sewage was mixed in the [rain] 
runoff,” said Kemper Anderson, deputy chief of KSU Police. 

Derek Wright, who lives on campus, was playing Frisbee on the Campus Green Monday, Sept. 
21 during the flooding. 

“Well, we play all the time in the rain, so it’s normal for us. It’s something we deal with,” said 
Wright. “It’s kinda gross. If you slide around in it enough, you can smell the actual sewage.” 

“Nobody really knew about the sewage as far as I know. I personally didn’t get sick or even 
know anybody who did either,” said resident assistant Jameson Curnick. “Hopefully it was all 
just a result of the flood combined with an area that wasn’t exactly built for preparation for 
floods. Either way, I had a blast.” 

Residents of the northwest metropolitan Atlanta areas were advised to boil water before 
consumption because of the high levels of coliform bacteria reported in the water. 

According to the CDC, “during and after a natural disaster, water can become contaminated with 
microorganisms (for example, bacteria), sewage, agricultural or industrial waste, chemicals, and 
other substances that can illness or death.” 

Stagnant water that is present after flooding can also be breeding grounds for mosquitoes, which 
may carry diseases such as West Nile Virus. 

Torrential rains overwhelmed sewage treatment plants in Fulton, Cobb and Gwinnett counties, 
dumping untreated, raw sewage in local waterways. 

“Sewage may contain many types of disease-causing organisms” according to the EPA. One of 
these bacterias is Escherichia Coli, or E. coli. 

Certain levels of E.coli may indicate whether other potentially harmful bacteria may be present 
in water. 

The Chattahoochee River, which provides water to many Atlanta residents, experienced unsafe 
levels of E. coli after the R.M Clayton sewage treatment plant was overwhelmed, dumping 
untreated water into the river. 

“Some kinds of E. coli can cause diarrhea, while others cause urinary tract infections, respiratory 
illness and pneumonia and other illnesses,” according to the CDC. “Still other kinds of E. coli 
are used as markers for water contamination-so you might hear about E. coli being found in 
drinking water, which are not themselves harmful, but indicate the water is contaminated.” 
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Ex-campus officer accused of exposing himself 

By Alexis Stevens  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  

H67-��$�$���*�������A��
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A former part- time campus officer at Carver Bible College was arrested Thursday for allegedly 
exposing himself to female students off campus. 

Steven Wayne Turner, 28, resigned his position three weeks ago, according to Raymond Collins, 
police chief for the college, located off Cascade Road. Collins declined to release additional 
information about the incident. 

"We are so disappointed this has happened," said Robert Crummie, college president. "This is 
not a reflection of Carver." 

The college is cooperating with the investigation, Crummie said. 

Turner will make his first appearance before a judge at 11 a.m. Friday at the jail, according to 
Tracy Flanagan, Fulton County jail spokeswoman. 
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http://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta/ex-campus-officer-accused-164008.html 

 
GSU recognized as one of the safest schools in the 
U.S. 

   

Written by Rachel Cason     
Thursday, 15 October 2009 18:02  
Georgia Southern recently was named one of the top 25 safest schools as chosen by The Daily 
Beast. The Web site compared over 9,000 colleges and found GSU to be the 18th safest. 

Director of Public Safety Mike Russell said, “[The rating system] is new to us.  We found it on 
campus safety ListServ and found out we were on the list.” 

Russell explained that the site recently compiled the 25 schools in the country with the largest 
crime problems and decided to follow up with this list. 

GSU President Bruce Grube said, “These rankings were based on a survey of nearly 9,000 
colleges and universities across the United States. Some of the other institutions that were ranked 
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in the top 25 include Texas A&M, Brigham Young University, University of Mississippi, 
University of Virginia, Georgia College & State University and the University of Montana.” 

This accomplishment, though, does not mean that big changes are on their way to GSU. 

Russell said that news of being in the top 25 safest schools “does not mean we will now just sit 
back and rest on our laurels.”  Rather, he said, “This won’t change what we’re doing.  [This 
ranking] confirms that we are doing the right things, and we will continue doing what we have 
been.” 

“It reaffirms what we have always thought and felt,” Russell continued. “We don’t have zero 
crime, but we are doing well.” 

Grube said, “The safety of our campus will always be a top priority for the university. We are 
continually working to maintain and improve the many security measures that we have on 
campus, and we are always exploring new avenues in public safety and awareness.” 

Students can also help improve GSU’s standing.  Russell said that the best way for the campus to 
remain safe and become safer is by doing the things we have been told to do since we were  
children.  “Lock things, don’t leave cars or dorms unlocked,” he said. “Never walk alone at 
night.  Travel in groups.” 

Being one of the safest schools in the country is the result of team effort. 

Grube said, “This ranking affirms that the university’s Office of Public Safety does an excellent 
job in maintaining a secure campus for everyone who lives, works and studies here. We have an 
outstanding group of law enforcement professionals who take their responsibility to the 
university and its students very seriously.” 

Russell credits both his staff and the student body. 

He said, “We want to promote students being good neighbors and have students look out for 
each other.” 

The best way to do that, according to Russell, is by creating a GSU community.  “Staff and 
students are taking ownership of our community,” he said. 

According to Russell, student witnesses have helped the public safety department stop some 
recent potential car break-ins. 

“There was a student who saw something going on, and rather than just turning the other way, 
[he] called us.  We were able to investigate and find the person responsible.” 

Grube said, “The safety of a campus is something that is very important to parents and students. 
This ranking affirms for parents that Georgia Southern University is one of the safest campuses 
in the country.” 

http://www.stp.georgiasouthern.edu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1204:
gsu-recognized-as-one-of-the-safest-schools-in-the-us&catid=1:local-news&Itemid=53 
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Thursday, October 15, 2009 
Crime persists around campus  
By Emily Chambers, Editor-in-Chief  

Atlanta Police Department Chief Richard Pennington announced plans to place four more police 
officers on and around Tech campus. The announcement was made on Tuesday Oct. 13 at a City 
Hall press conference following a string of violent crime around both the Tech campus as well as 
the Atlanta University Center (AUC).  

On Friday Oct. 2 at 12:15 a.m. two Tech students were robbed at gunpoint in Home Park. The 
students were walking on Hemphill between 10th and 14th Street when two men approached 
them on foot. Both men were described as black males around five feet nine inches tall. One of 
the two men drew a gun and demanded the students’ belongings. After the robbery, both men 
fled the scene in a black vehicle headed northbound. This crime was followed by a second 
similar robbery just nine days later.  

On Oct. 11 at approximately 11:30 p.m. two more Tech students were robbed at gunpoint in 
Home Park. The students were walking on Ethel Street when a man exited the passenger side of 
a light-colored sedan. The man, who was described by one of the victims as a black male about 
five foot eight inches tall wearing baggy clothes, was armed. He drew a handgun on the two 
students and demanded their belongings. After the students turned over their things the 
perpetrator fled the scene heading north. Both of the Home Park robberies are being handled by 
the Atlanta Police Department.  

While no students were harmed in either confrontation in Home Park, not all student-related 
crime in the city has ended without violence. Last May Tech student Patrick Whaley was shot in 
the parking deck of the Tivoli Tenside apartment buildings near campus. Three men were 
sentenced on Oct. 13 for the crime of shooting Whaley as well as the kidnapping of Georgia 
State student Carsten Singh. The shooter, Robert Hodge, was sentenced to 30 years incarceration 
while his accomplices DeAngelo Love and Maurice Brown were both sentenced to 25 years.  

More recently a Morehouse student was shot Tuesday Oct. 13 at 1 a.m. while walking home 
from the campus library. The student has since been released from Grady Memorial Hospital 
after treatment for a gunshot wound to the arm.  

“Some of these areas are still not safe at that time of the morning,” Pennington said at Tuesday’s 
press conference. “I think [the students] have become easy targets for some of the criminals.” 

The four new officers will be assigned to patrol between 6 p.m. and 3 a.m. and will most likely 
be compensated for overtime. The four officers will be complemented by four officers patrolling 
the AUC campus as well as a number of undercover officers who will likely pose as students 
btoh on and around campus. There was no mention of increased patrol near the Georgia State 
campus. 

“It’s going to be a two-pronged approach, one is high visibility and one is going to be an 
undercover approach,” said assistant police chief Alan Dreher at the press conference.  

“We are thankful for the additional support. In the past when the APD has increased presence in 
Home Park there was a corresponding decrease in criminal activity,” said Home Park 
Community Improvement Association (HPCIA) President Nelson Burke. “[Late hours kept by 
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Tech students] has a lot to do with in increase in crime in Home Park. Most of the crimes are 
happening between 11 p.m. and 3 a.m.”  

The HPCIA has offered a board position to Student Government Association to increase 
communication. 

Closer to home, the Georgia Tech Police Department released their crime statistics last week, 
including tips for both personal and property safety as well as statistics on crime between 2006 
and 2008. The report indicated that 2,110 criminal offenses have been reported on campus during 
the three-year period. Of those crimes 2,091 were burglary, theft, motor vehicle theft or robbery. 
There was a clear increase in crime between 2007 and 2008. In 2007 the annual crime total 
reported to the GTPD was 626, while 763 crimes were reported in 2008.  

While only three cases of aggravated assault were reported in 2008 according to the crime 
summary released, there was a decrease from the six assaults in 2007. 

While data from 2009 was not included, police.gatech.edu does report that there had been 372 
crimes reported between Jan. and July of 2009, an average of approximately 53 crimes per 
month. When compared to the three years prior, which averaged approximately 58 crimes per 
month, there appears to have been a slight decrease in overall number of crimes reported to the 
GTPD. According to police.gatech.edu there were eight reported aggravated assaults in 2008, 
indicating an increase in reports of violent crime. 
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GTPD adds SWAT team  
By Zimu Yang, Staff Writer  

 
Tech's Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) Team trains in a shut down laboratory facility. (Photo by Blake 
Israel/Student Publications) 
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The Georgia Tech Police Department (GTPD) will add an eight man SWAT team to its force in 
the coming months. The team’s formation is the culmination of over three years of work by the 
administration to increase emergency preparedness and safety on campus.  

In order to fund the development of the force, GTPD received an expanded budget from the 
Institute and additional grants from other sources. The funding provided for the development of 
the SWAT team and also for the procurement of more vehicles and equipment for use by GTPD.  

Despite the additional resources provided for the creation of the force, there are still some 
constraints placed on the team, such as limited manpower. Members of the team currently 
perform regular patrol duties in addition to maintaining SWAT responsibilities.  

“At this time we’re allowing SWAT guys to do double duty… as we expand our personnel, 
we’re hoping to eventually to become a full time SWAT team. But we want to have a bit more 
people on patrol first, we don’t want to take away from our primary duties as patrollers,” said 
Lieutenant Marcus Walton, leader of the SWAT team. 

In overall command of the team is retired Atlanta officer Anthony Whitmire, who has been 
policing since 1979 and is a ten year veteran of the City of Atlanta SWAT team. Whitmire 
arrived at Tech two years ago and has been heavily involved in the development of the team for 
one and a half years.  

“The commander’s job is to be more or less outside and directing making sure they are getting 
the support and equipment they need and making sure the plans are being carried out,” Whitmire 
said. “A successful SWAT operation incorporates a whole lot more than just what is going inside 
[the actual operation].”  

The SWAT team’s role on campus has been greatly influenced by prior campus shootings around 
the country, like Virginia Tech.  

“Years ago, Virginia Tech had [a] school shooting … not to mention all the school shootings 
before then. A lot of school shootings are going to be resolved by patrol officers on the road with 
an active shooter type situation. However, if the incident turns into a stand off with a barricaded 
suspect then that’s where we come in,” Walton said. 

Additional considerations such as homeland security and dealing with possible terrorists, 
providing protection for visiting dignitaries and providing better overall security played a role in 
the team’s development.  

“Some of the first questions they [dignitary representatives] ask are [concerning] what type of 
security can [the university] provide for this person,” Walton said. “So with us having a SWAT 
team we can bring more dignitaries to the campus.” 

Aside from its on campus duties, the team could be called on to operate off campus in 
conjunction with the Atlanta SWAT team. If an operation were to occur on campus, the campus 
SWAT would likely take the lead, since they have the most experience operating on campus.  

The team is required to have at least 24 hours of specialized training per month in addition to a 
week long training seminar with other agencies such as the Atlanta SWAT School.  
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Each member undergoes drilling related to repelling, movement, entry, hostage rescue, storming 
barricades, shooting and physical fitness.  

“Because we’re starting fresh, those [requirements] will actually become more stringent as we go 
along,” Whitemire said.  

Maturity and experience of the officers were also important considerations during the selection 
process for team members.  

“On TV you just see the gunfights and shoot outs. SWAT, they have to be a little more mature. 
They have to have good common sense to be able to make good rational decisions under stressful 
situation so you want guys who are a little bit older and a little bit more mature,” Whitmire said. 
“I can get them in shape, but I can’t necessarily teach maturity and that’s what I’m looking for.”  

Equipment on the SWAT team consists of an entry vest with ceramic plates designed to 
withstand multiple rifle rounds and a ballistic helmet totaling forty to fifty pounds. They are 
equipped with a Colt M4 rifle and an H&K 45 caliber handgun.  

As for future potential expansions of the SWAT team, “We’d like to see it get bigger,” Walton 
said.  
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Mother Hopes Increased Patrols Permanent 

Updated: Monday, 19 Oct 2009, 7:40 AM EDT 
Published : Monday, 19 Oct 2009, 7:40 AM EDT 

·  Edited by Steve Dixon 

ATLANTA - The mother of a Georgia State University student is hoping a new tactic police are 
using to fight crime near local colleges is permanent. 

Eustacia Staples' son was held at knife-point at the corner of John Wesley Dobbs Road and 
Piedmont last week.  
 
Police said the student wasn't hurt and the robber got away.  
 
Officials recently announced they're beefing up patrols in response to the string of violence 
against students.  
 
Staples hopes the increased police presence is permanent. 

Campus police said they're investigating whether the man who attacked her son may be 
responsible for other campus crimes. 
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Jailed cop had history of exposing himself 

By Megan Matteucci  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  
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A former college police officer arrested for exposing himself had previously been accused of 
flashing women while on patrol in metro Atlanta. 

Steven Wayne Turner, a former Carver Bible College officer, remains in the Fulton County jail. 

Turner, 28, was arrested last week on charges of false imprisonment, public indecency and 
distributing obscene materials. 

This is the second time the former police officer had been accused of exposing himself to women 
while on duty, officials said. 

In September 2008, Turner resigned from the Lithonia Police Department after an internal affairs 
investigation found he exposed himself during a traffic stop and then lied about it, Lithonia 
Police Chief Willie Rosser said Monday. 

"He was given the option of resigning or be terminated," Rosser said. 

Investigators opted to allow Turner resign instead of filing criminal charges against him, Rosser 
said. 

Carver officials insist they would have never hired Turner if they knew about his previous 
actions. 

"We just heard about that today," Carver President Robert Crummie said after learning of the 
record from The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. "It’s unfortunate the other police department did 
not file charges and that information was not documented. We wouldn’t be in this situation." 

Records show the Georgia Peace Officers' Standards and Training Council – which certifies all 
law enforcement in Georgia – opened an investigation into Turner in September 2008 after 
receiving a complaint from Lithonia. 

That investigation remains open, POST operations director Ryan Powell said Monday. 

They are currently looking into the Carver incident. 

“We are aware of the arrest and will issue an emergency suspension of his certification,” Powell 
said. 

The suspension means Turner can no longer work as a police officer, including off-duty and 
security jobs. 
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POST also investigated a previous simple battery charge against Turner, but the charges were 
dropped by the court, Powell said. 

Turner resigned from Carver Bible College earlier this month after he allegedly exposed himself 
to three women while patrolling near the college on Cascade Road, Crummie said. He was 
driving a Carver police cruiser, but was off-campus, Crummie said. 

"This type of behavior will not be tolerated at Carver," Crummie said Monday. "I know it's an 
open investigation, but he’s as wrong as you can be." 

Turner is being held in the Fulton County jail on a $201,000 bond, according to jail records. 

Turner also previously worked as a reserve deputy for the Clayton County Sheriff's Office. 
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http://www.ajc.com/news/jailed-cop-had-history-166511.html 
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After two years of lobbying and persuasion from the KSU Public Safety Department, KSU Plant 
Services and KSU Parking Operations, the Cobb County Department of Transportation (DOT) 
agreed to install a three-way stop at the intersection of Campus Loop Road and Paulding 
Avenue, the road leading out of West Deck onto Campus Loop. 

Due to the majority of Campus Loop being owned by Cobb County, KSU does not have 
jurisdiction over this road, and the DOT must make a final approval before any changes take 
place. 

According to Beth Tindel, Assistant Director of Parking Operations, the DOT was hesitant 
before granting approval for this project because they feared a three-way stop would impede 
traffic from residents in the area. 

On the contrary, Tindel and her colleagues in Plant Services and Public Safety felt that the three-
way stop was necessary to reduce speeds along Campus Loop and allow traffic to move quickly 
through Paulding. 

After observing the traffic flow from the West Parking Deck, the DOT agreed that the three-way 
stop would make the flow of traffic smoother. 

The project was approved Sept. 22, completed Oct. 8 and paid for entirely by SPLOST dollars. 
Tindel reported that the process took approximately two hours and that traffic is now moving 
much smoother. 

“The problems we’ve been having by West Deck have improved by about 60 percent,” said 
Tindel. 



7.�
�

“The main thing was just the volume,” said Lt. Tim Murphy of the Public Safety Department. 
“This year, there was just so much traffic, both road and pedestrian, that we really needed these 
extra stop signs. They keep the traffic flowing, they keep Paulding from gridlocking and they 
allow pedestrian traffic to cross over safely.” 

“It’s been a little bit easier because I usually come down the hill [from Paulding]” said Steven 
Whitton, a senior majoring in sociology. “With the stop sign that was there before, at certain 
times of the day it would take you almost 20 minutes to get past it, so so far I’ve appreciated it.” 

Tindel also said that future collaborative projects include the possibility of a left turn lane into 
the West Deck from Campus Loop and changing the traffic light timings on Frey Road and 
Chastain Road. 

“I don’t know when they will be approved but [the DOT] was very perceptive. They know we 
have congestion issues and they’re helping us by watching congestion and traffic patterns. If they 
can help by changing the light timings and adding a turn lane, it would help the entire area,” said 
Tindel 
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Bible College Officer Stripped Of Certification 
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Police: Bible College Cop Accused Of Past Sexual Misconduct  

�����	���/���	6�����������������,��!�5�
� ������� � ������
1��	����.�2������1��3�������4������� �

	A#�
�6���6>>����
���A��
&���-8��-88?�
'	�9�
�6�H6..����
���A��
&���-���-88?�
�

	��	1�	�//� ��#�9�����������*��
(������������������&
*������&�� ��
������
����������*����
���5�
�����
���������*�����������������
����������)$�

A�������#��(����*������������
����*����
����5*����� ��
��*���
������4
&��������������������
�)����
��
����,���
����	
���������������$�

��#�9������N���
���G�O������)������
*���@*����
���� &
*���������������������(��������$�;�����
���
)��
����� ���������
������
�������*�����������������&�� ����������������$�

P������,���
����	
���������
���������
������������� ����N����������$�	�������*�����������������4*���&�* �����
�(���������*����������*��P��������
���$�

��
�������*��������������,���
����	
��������������� �&���*�����������������N���
�������A�������#��(���
�*������������������������
������������������������ �����
$�

��
����������P1��

)�����������������
������������
 
)��������������$�1������������
������������������� ��������
1���(�������������������������������&
*����$P�



7H�
�

,���
���N��1��������9���������(���
����(����������� �
���N��
������������������������������������������ �
��*��$���
������������������
�)��������
*�&
��#���� ��
������G������������*������
���������
�������
���������
�������
�����������������������*������*�� ���*���
�������������)������������
�����$�#��������
�*�������)��������&
*����������

������������������ ������������$���
�����
����*����������
��*�����
�������$���
����������*�������������&&������������� ����*�����&���������������$�

�;�����������
���������������*���������
����
������ �
*����
(������������������)������1���������������� ��
��)�������������������������������P��������
���$�

9���
*���,���
���N��1��������9���������(�������
��� *����������
���N���������
���������� �����B
�����
���
�����*������
��������������(��������������$�

�����4*�����������)�//!*��
���
*�����
������������� ��*����$�;���
�)����
�����(�����&����
�����������
�������
�������*��������
����
�����
��������������� �������*�����������������
�$�

�
���G�O������)���B
������P 
*��������(��&����&���� ���
�������*&����
��������
�������������(���������� ���
��*�����������
�����
�����
��
�
���
���
������
���� ����������������������������������
�������������
��������������
���
(�����������EP�

P ����������
*���&����@*����
�������1�����
�������� �P������B
����$�

������B
���������������
�����������������������*��� ��&���*�����
��������N��������
���������������&*��
��
�������������N���
����*�$�

P1���(��������1�����N��������
��������������$�1���� *������(����������
���������*����������������P����� ���
���$�

�
��������-88?�&�� �&��������$�
�$� 9���������������(��$��������������������
��&���*&�� ������&�
��������
����������
����������&*���$��

�
(��
����3���
���(��5��������%6��
������
���6����.

 ��������7��������
��
�8�!�
�
����6DD���$�&��������$�
�D����D-�7>H-7>D������$���� �
�
�

School officials speak on controversy in the Courtyard 
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Georgia State Police push for student safety, awareness 
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Statesboro Police Department is currently investigating an armed robbery that occurred 
last night.  On 10/20/09 at approximately 9:00 pm, at The Pointe at Southern three 
suspects knocked on a residents door and forced their way in.  One was carrying a 
weapon.  They forced the resident to hand over cash in the apartment and fled on foot.  
A witness in the area saw the suspects fleeing, saw car headlights come on and then 
witnessed a vehicle leaving the area at a high rate of speed. 
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The suspects are described as follows: 

one black male, approximately 5'11", wearing a long-sleeve black shirt, black ball cap, 
and dark jeans 

one black male, approximately 5'9" - 5'11", wearing a white hoodie with gold trim, a red 
bandana, and a black jacket 

one white male, approximately 6'2", wearing a navy hoodie, black bandana and dark 
pants 

If you have any information regarding this incident, please contact Det. James Winskey 
at 912)764-9911, or University Police at 912)478-5234 or 
http://welcome.georgiasouthern.edu/publicsafety/silentwitness.htm  

Statesboro Police Department is offering a reward for information leading to the identity 
and/or arrest of the individuals responsible for this crime. 

Please make sure that you are taking every precaution to ensure your own personal 
safety.  Here are some tips: 

·  Travel in groups.  Do not walk alone at night.  You may request an escort from Public 
Safety by calling 912-478-5234.�

·  Call 911 to report suspicious persons or activity in or around your neighborhood. �
·  Avoid shortcuts and dark, isolated areas. �
·  Walk purposefully, know where you are going, and project a no-nonsense image. �
·  Avoid potentially dangerous situations. �
·  If you feel threatened, cross the street, locate an emergency phone, or enter a store or 

place of business even if you have just left it. �
·  Have your door keys ready; carry them in your pockets, not buried in a purse.�
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Georgia Tech building reopens after chemical spill 

By Kristi E. Swartz and Marcus K. Garner  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  

'�������?6>-��$�$��

A building on the Georgia Tech campus reopened Friday morning after a chemical spill sent 
three graduate students to a hospital Thursday night. A Tech spokesperson said the building 
reopened at 7 a.m.  

The students, who were taken to Grady Memorial Hospital Thursday night for observation, have 
been released, Tech spokesman Matt Nagel said Friday morning.  
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The students likely were prepping for a Friday morning lab, Nagel said.  

"Initial reports indicate that in preparation for a lab session today, two incompatible chemicals 
were inadvertently mixed in a container producing a strong irritant," Nagel said in a statement.  

Nagel did not confirm what chemicals were mixed. Police told WAGA-TV the chemicals 
involved were nitric acid and potassium cyanide.  

Crews were called to 801 Atlantic Drive around 7:10 p.m. after the spill of reportedly corrosive 
chemicals, officials said.  

A HAZ-MAT team was able to neutralize the spill of the dangerous chemical sometime after 9 
p.m., Atlanta Fire spokesman Capt. Bill May said.  

The building, which houses part of the College of Computing and several science and 
engineering labs, was evacuated with no reported injuries, May said.  

Along with the Atlanta Fire and Rescue HAZ-MAT team, Georgia Tech police and the school's 
environmental health and safety units helped with the incident, Nagel said.  

"The container was placed in a controlled environment," and safety procedures were followed, 
Nagel said Friday. The school's environmental health and safety units are going to review the 
safety procedure with lab personnel, however, Nagel said.  

It is unclear how the spill happened, but the HAZ-MAT team will be investigating, May said.  

!�������������������6��

http://www.ajc.com/news/georgia-tech-building-reopens-170310.html 
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Thursday, October 22, 2009 
AA to review football game safety  
Field goal destruction and injuries prompt security review 
By Vivian Fan, News Editor  

 
Students tear down the north end zone goal post after the win against Virginia Tech. (Photo by Sierra 
Schmidt/Student Publications) 

Tech administration and Athletic Association (AA) will be undergoing a safety review following 
the Yellow Jackets’ win against the Virginia Tech Hokies last Saturday. The call comes after 
post-game celebrations led to students rushing onto the football field and the tearing down of the 
north end zone goalpost.  
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“The safety of our students and fans is our foremost concern. The tearing down of the goalposts 
is unusual at Georgia Tech, and while is it a long standing college tradition, we cannot either 
condone or support it,” said Matt Nagel, a media relations specialist for Communications and 
Marketing. 

Following the Jackets’ win of 28 -23 at this year’s homecoming football game, students leapt 
onto the field from the stands, in spite of increased security, which was the largest amount of 
security on staff during any game thus far this year. 

A group of students then climbed onto the goalpost, eventually snapping it due to students 
jumping repeatedly on it. The post was then carried out through the north end entrance onto 
Techwood Drive.  

Students then took the post to Institute President G.P. “Bud” Peterson’s house, where it was 
presented and accepted by Peterson and his wife Val on their front lawn.  

Following the celebrations at Peterson’s house, students sawed off pieces of the goalpost at the 
lawn and later at various locations throughout campus. 

During the whole affair, the GTPD reported and confirmed two injuries including a broken arm 
and an ankle injury. The student who sustained the broken arm received it while jumping from 
the student section onto the field and was taken to the hospital. The one with the ankle injury, 
however, refused treatment.  

More injuries are said to have occurred including students being trampled while the goalpost was 
being taken through the gate, but were not reported directly to the GTPD. 

“Preliminary reports are a possible broken arm asthma attack and a hurt ankle all from coming 
over the wall,” Nagel added. 

“In addition we have reports of damage to cars as the goalpost was carried on its way. Over the 
years, students at other schools have been paralyzed when hit by goalposts during similar 
celebrations,” Peterson said. 

Although injuries were reported, there were no direct instances or incidents of crime or damage 
reported to the GTPD during the hours following the game.  

Nonetheless as a result of last Saturday’s events, Peterson has asked the AA and its officials to 
review safety protocol and procedures and develop greater precautions for future games. 

“Since I’d hate for anything like that to happen to any of our students, I’ve asked the athletic 
department to review our safety procedures to ensure that all appropriate safety precautions are 
being taken,” Peterson added. 

In addition, the AA is looking into the possibility of purchasing a collapsible goalpost in the 
future. As of Wednesday afternoon, the North end zone was still missing a goalpost. Instead, an 
orange safety cone was placed where the post once was. The AA will have until the next home 
game on Nov. 7 against Wake Forest to replace the goalpost, but representatives have stated that 
they already have an extra set in house that they intend to put up in the next few weeks. 
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“The Yellow Jackets’ victory Saturday night was huge and I was proud to share it from the 
stands and at the president’s house,” Peterson said. “... While I sincerely appreciate the intense 
school spirit that makes the Tech experience unique, the safety of our students and all of our fans 
has to be my foremost concern when thousands of people pour onto Grant Field and emotion 
takes over.” 
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Thursday, October 22, 2009 
Three hospitalized in COC chemical spill  
By the Technique  

 
Emergency teams respond to a chemical spill Thursday, Oct. 22 at the College of Computing. 
(Photo by Joey Cerone/Student Publications) 

Three students were hospitalized Thursday evening after a chemical spill at the College of 
Computing at 801 Ferst Drive. The current cause and nature of the spill is yet to be determined. 

The spill was reported at 7:10 p.m., and members of the Atlanta fire department, Georgia Tech 
police department and the Institute Environmental Health and safety units responded to the 
scene. 

"The building was evacuated as a precaution. Three students were transported to Grady Hospital 
for observation. The incident is under investigation," said Matt Nagel, Tech's Media 
Communications specialist.  

This page will be updated as more information is obtained. 
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UGA lineman arrested 
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Georgia offensive lineman Vince Vance was arrested Wednesday morning by UGA Police on 
traffic charges. 

He was charged with running a red light and driving without a license, according to the Clarke 
County Jail booking report and UGA Police Chief Jimmy Williamson. 
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A UGA spokesman said coach Mark Richt is aware of the incident and that it will not affect 
Vance's availability for Saturday's game against Florida. 

"Coach Richt will handle discipline internally, but [Vance] will not be suspended from 
Saturday's game," Georgia associate athletics director Claude Felton said. 

Vance was booked into the Clarke County jail at 9:47 a.m. and released on bonds totaling $1,000 
at 11:54 a.m., according to jail records. 

Williamson said Vance was pulled over for running a red light on College Station Road near the 
UGA intramural fields and was arrested because he does not have a valid driver's license. 

Vance, 22, has a learner's permit but violated the conditions of that permit by not having an 18-
year-old-or-older licensed driver in the vehicle with him, Williamson said. 
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http://www.ajc.com/sports/uga/uga-lineman-arrested-176367.html 
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Richt vows crackdown on unlicensed Dogs after Vance arrest 
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ATHENS -- Georgia offensive lineman Vince Vance was arrested Wednesday morning for 
driving without a license, prompting coach Mark Richt to declare a crackdown to ensure that all 
of his players have valid, unrestricted driver's licenses. 

"I'm highly frustrated," Richt said Wednesday night, "and I've taken things a little more into my 
own hands." 

He later added: "It's a real pain in the rear, quite frankly." 

Vance was pulled over by UGA Police for running a red light and was arrested when the officer 
determined he did not have a valid driver's license, UGA Police Chief Jimmy Williamson said. 
Vance, 22, has a learner's permit but violated the conditions of that permit by not having a 21-
year-old licensed driver in the vehicle with him,  Williamson said. 

Vance spent about two hours in the Clarke County Jail before he was released on $1,000 bond. 
He was at practice later Wednesday. 

His playing status for Saturday's game against Florida will not be affected by the incident, Richt 
said. 
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Vance became the second UGA player arrested this month on traffic-related charges. Backup 
cornerback Vance Cuff was arrested Oct. 13 for driving a motorized scooter on a sidewalk with a 
suspended license. Richt suspended Cuff for one game. 

Richt said Wednesday night that he'll take steps to check on the driver's license status of every 
UGA player. 

"Now my feeling is every single Georgia football player must have not only a valid license but a 
Class C [unrestricted] license," Richt said. "Now I can't snap my finger and get it done overnight. 

"It's one thing to get stopped and get a [traffic] citation. I don't think anybody gets too bent out of 
shape. But if a guy gets stopped and gets arrested, then it's a more serious matter. These are 
misdemeanor issues, but it's an arrest nonetheless and it's embarrassing to the program and to 
them. 

"So we've got to do a better job, and I'm taking the blame for not making certain these things 
were taken care of. But we're going to get it straight." 

He said players must take responsibility, too. 

"That's part of growing up, part of college, part of what we're trying to help these guys 
understand," he said. "They got to grow up, be mature enough to handle your responsibilities, so 
we don't have to deal with this. But we have got to make sure we're monitoring these things so 
we don't have these things blow up on us." 

Vance has started two games this season and was working with the first-team offensive line in 
practice last week. Richt would not say if Vance will start Saturday, but said the decision won't 
be affected by the arrest. 

Vance was unavailable for comment Wednesday, as usual for most of Georgia's offensive 
linemen. 

Asked why Vance still has a learner's permit at 22, Richt said: "That's a good question, a very 
good question. ... Because he didn't take care of it. He doesn't have a car, and he claims that he 
never drives unless [he has] someone 21 [with him]. ... But he drove by himself [Wednesday] 
and had a traffic violation, and when they ran it he broke the law." 

!�������������������6��

http://www.ajc.com/sports/uga/richt-vows-crackdown-on-177026.html 
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