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Worker at UGA fired after thefts 

By Allison Floyd  |  allison.floyd@onlineathens.com  |  Story updated at 11:34 pm on 7/31/2009 

The University of Georgia fired an employee who police say stole at least two computers, 
advertised them on the Internet and sold them to unsuspecting buyers. 

Campus police suspect that the former employee, 23-year-old Benjamin Gehman Adams, may 
have taken other computers and are asking anyone who bought a computer from him to call 
authorities. 

Adams worked at the physical plant and in Enterprise Information Technology Services, 
according to UGA Police Chief Jimmy Williamson. The campus directory lists an employee by 
the same name in the vice president for research's office. 

Police began to investigate after a man reported that he responded to an advertisement on the 
Craigslist Web site and met Adams in an electronics store parking lot to buy a computer, 
Williamson said. When he got the machine home, the man found files that made him suspect the 
equipment belonged to the university. 

"We are still investigating. There may be other cases," Williamson said. "I don't feel that this was 
the first time he did it." 

Adams was charged with two felonies, theft by taking and theft by conversion, according to the 
police chief. 

Police can charge a buyer with possession of stolen property, but are asking people to come 
forward if they suspect they bought a computer stolen from UGA. 

"We understand that people buy things, but if they contact us now, they can show us they have 
no criminal involvement," Williamson said. 

Buyers also should be aware when a price seems too good to be true, he said. 

"If the deal is really good, there is a good chance that it is stolen," Williamson said. 

UGA police can be reached at (706) 542-2200. 

Originally published in the Athens Banner-Herald on Saturday, August 01, 2009 
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Three UGA officers hailed as heroes 
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By Joe Johnson  |  joe.johnson@onlineathens.com  |  Story updated at 12:16 am on 8/5/2009 

An Athens man owes his life to a trio of University of Georgia police officers who risked their 
own lives this week to pull him from a wrecked, burning van. 

Turns out the man was wanted for a felony probation violation from a drug conviction, and now 
is suspected of drunken driving, but he survived almost certain death for the chance to answer 
those charges. 

The officers who saved 30-year-old Demaurio Flanigan could be in line for the prestigious 
Medal of Valor, UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson said Tuesday. 

"I am very proud of what our officers do every day, but I am especially proud of this level of 
commitment to service for the community," Williamson said. "To put oneself at risk is a huge 
commitment that is not required and not something that all people are willing to do. I appreciate 
their efforts." 

Officer Gene Rankin was driving to work about 6:25 a.m. Sunday when he noticed smoke 
coming from behind a tree that had fallen in the parking lot of Andy's Car Wash on Oak Street. 

When he got out to check, he realized that a van had knocked down the tree, and its semi-
conscious driver was trapped under the dashboard as the van burned. 

Rankin notified UGA dispatchers, and he soon was joined by Cpl. Jason Kelley and David 
Bohannon, a rookie officer who had been on the police force for little more than a month. 

According to UGA police reports, the officers emptied two fire extinguishers as they tried to 
fight back advancing flames, and repeatedly entered the smoke-filled van to try to pull Flanigan 
to safety. 

The driver remained trapped until Kelley managed to open the van's back door, allowing officers 
to pull Flanigan out. 

Rankin's supervisor recommended that all three officers be considered for commendations. 

"There is no doubt that the driver, and sole occupant of the vehicle, would have perished had 
Officer Rankin not taken the time to investigate what he initially thought was a Dumpster fire, 
and he, Cpl. Kelley and Officer Bohannon extricated the driver at personal risk," Sgt. Dale 
Parrish wrote to the commanding officer of the UGA police patrol division. 

"Each of the six core values of our department - service, dependability, professionalism, courage, 
integrity, and commitment - were displayed by these officers and all three should be commended 
for their efforts and tenacity," Parrish wrote. 

Patrol Capt. Justin Gregory agreed that the officers went above and beyond. 
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"What they did is a fine example of service, which is obvious through their willingness to act and 
put their lives on the line by trying to get (Flanigan) out," Gregory said. 

The captain forwarded the recommendation to Williamson, who is considering awarding the 
officers with the Medal of Valor. 

Flanigan apparently had been drinking and lost control of his van as it sped westbound on Oak 
Street, according to an Athens-Clarke police report. 

His van jumped the curb, struck a tree, light pole and brick car vacuum stand. 

After doctors treated him at Athens Regional Medical Center, Flanigan was jailed on the 
probation violation warrant and the new charge of driving without a license, police said. 

Originally published in the Athens Banner-Herald on Wednesday, August 05, 2009 

 
 
Officer Gene Rankin was driving to work about 6:25 a.m. Sunday when he noticed smoke coming from behind a tree 
that had fallen in the parking lot of Andy’s Car Wash on Oak Street. 
Cpl. Jason Kelley helped free a driver who had crashed. 
Rookie officer David Bohannon had been on the police force for little more than a month.  
 
��������	
�	�
���	�����������������������
��������� ������
�
�
�

Shorter Adds 2 New Staff Members To Office Of Student Affairs 

� � !���"�#�#��� �$��	�%�������&������

Shorter College announces the addition of two new staff members to its Office of Student 
Affairs. 

Revonda Hayes has been selected to serve as the college’s director of campus safety. Hayes is 
responsible for implementing a range of safety and security programs at the college, which 
include training of all campus safety staff and executing emergency plans as necessary. Hayes is 
also responsible for creating and developing policies and procedures that will ensure a safe 
environment conducive to learning, working and living on campus. 

 “We are pleased to have Revonda as our director of campus safety,” said Dr. Debra Faust, vice 
president for student affairs at Shorter. “Besides being a certified police officer, she has expertise 
in emergency and crisis planning. She will be evaluating and updating Shorter College’s 



��
�

emergency plans and conducting seminars and workshops, so that the Shorter community can 
react in the most timely and appropriate manner if the occasion ever arises.” 

Hayes, a resident of Dallas, is graduate of Louisiana State University with a bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice. Most recently, she worked as a training and exercise coordinator for Cobb and 
Douglas Public Health and as detective lieutenant for Southern Polytechnic State University 
Police Department 
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Bomb squad blows up hand grenade found in vacant house 

By Joe Johnson  |  Athens Banner-Herald  |  Story updated at 5:40 pm on 8/6/2009 

Police bomb disposal technicians this afternoon blew up what appeared to be a live grenade that 
a man found while inspecting a foreclosed vacant home in northern Clarke County. 

Mike Seger, owner of Seger Realty Inc., was inspecting the house at 1156 Towne Square Lane 
around 11:30 a.m. today when he saw what appeared to be a hand grenade on the floor of the 
master bedroom. 

“I picked it up to see if it was plastic,” Seger said at the scene, “but it was heavy so I put it down 
and got right out.” 

He noticed the grenade’s pin was in place. 

Seger notified Athens-Clarke police, who in turn called for the University of Georgia police 
Bomb Disposal Unit. 

Bomb disposal technicians sent in a robot, which took the grenade from the house and placed it 
in a pit that officers dug in the back yard, then the officers used an explosive counter-charge to 
blow up the grenade at about 2:45 p.m. 

“We rendered the item safe,” UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson said. 

He did not know if the grenade was real, but the bomb experts who examined it found no 
evidence that it was fake. 
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“It appeared to be ordinance,” Williamson said. “When anything appears to be functioning, they 
are going to handle it as if it was a real device.” 

Athens-Clarke firefighters remained on standby throughout the procedure. 

Police officers knocked on the doors of neighboring homes in the cul-de-sac off Newton Bridge 
Road to let people know what was going on, and ask them to either stay inside or leave. 

Originally published in the Athens Banner-Herald on Thursday, August 06, 2009 
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Inspection of foreclosed house turns up grenade 
By Joe Johnson | Morris News Service  
Friday, Aug. 7, 2009 8:54 a.m 
 
Foreclosure specialists Mike Seger and Jackie Quig never know what they'll find when they check on a 
house that a bank plans to put on the market. 

They've come across dynamite, a pipe bomb and marijuana grow houses, but Thursday was the 
first time they'd stumbled onto a hand grenade.  

They found the explosive about 11:30 a.m. while inspecting a foreclosed home on Towne Square 
Lane, a cul-de-sac off Newton Bridge Road in Northern Clarke County.  

"It was lying right in the middle of the floor, so I picked it up to see if it was plastic," said Seger, 
owner of Watkinsville-based Seger Realty Inc.  

"Jackie asked me if it was heavy, and I said, 'Yeah,' so he said it's probably the real thing," Seger 
said.  

He also noticed that the grenade's pin was in place.  

The men called 911, and Athens-Clarke police and firefighters raced to the house, along with the 
bomb squad.  

Officers taped off the cul-de-sac and knocked on the doors of neighboring homes to let people 
know what was going on, asking them to either stay inside or leave.  

Technicians with the University of Georgia police Bomb Disposal Unit sent in a robot, which 
took the grenade from the house and placed it in a pit that officers dug in the back yard. Officers 
then used an explosive counter-charge to blow up the grenade.  

UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson didn't know if the grenade was real, but the bomb experts 
who examined it found no evidence that it was fake.  

"It appeared to be ordnance," he said. "When anything appears to be functioning, they are going 
to handle it as if it was a real device."  

Seger's firm sells real estate, but also works for banks that have foreclosed on homes.  
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He and Quig went to 1156 Town Square Lane Thursday morning to make a report of the home's 
condition so that it could be fixed up and placed on the market.  

They were surprised when they found the grenade in the master bedroom, but it's not the first 
time they've stumbled onto something dangerous.  

A year and a half ago they were inspecting a home in Gwinnett County when they found a stick 
of dynamite that was so old and unstable, officials said it could have gone off at any time, Seger 
said.  

Quig was going through the attic of a foreclosed home in Monroe last month when he saw a 
section of PVC pipe, capped on both ends.  

"I saw that it had a fuse, so I knew it was a pipe bomb," he said. "When we reported it, everyone 
came - the FBI, Homeland Security, the GBI - it was wild."  

The men have inspected six homes during the past year, three in Jackson County, where they 
found the trappings of abandoned marijuana grow houses.  

"They'd run heavy PVC pipes under the ground and into the house for irrigation," Seger said. 
"They seemed to have been very elaborate operations."  

The foreclosure specialists know they now work in a more dangerous environment.  

"We not nearly as confident going into a home as we used to be," Seger said. "You can't walk 
into a place blindly anymore." 

From the Friday, Aug. 7, 2009 online edition of The Augusta Chronicle  
�

�
Morris News Service 
A University of Georgia bomb technician walks out of a foreclosed house in Athens where a hand grenade was 
found Thursday. 
A University of Georgia police bomb technician walks past a robot Thursday that was used to retrieve a hand 
grenade found in a foreclosed house on Towne Square Lane. 
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UGA bomb squad removes grenade from house 

By Alyse Knorr  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  
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The University of Georgia Police bomb squad was called Thursday to remove and destroy a 
grenade found inside a foreclosed home in northern Clarke County, the Athens Banner-Herald 
reported. 

Foreclosure specialists Mike Seger and Jackie Quig found the grenade at about 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday while inspecting the home, located on Towne Square Lane off Newton Bridge Road. 

“It was lying right in the middle of the floor, so I picked it up to see if it was plastic,” Seger told 
the paper. 

He then noticed the grenade’s pin was in place and called 911. 

Athens-Clarke police and firefighters, along with technicians from the UGA Police Bomb 
Disposal Unit, responded to the call. 

After taping off the cul-de-sac, officers informed neighbors of the situation and asked them to 
either stay inside or leave. 

The bomb squad sent a robot into the house to pick the grenade up and move it to a pit the 
officers dug in the backyard. Officers then used an explosive counter-charge to blow the device 
up. 

UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson didn’t know if the grenade was real, but the bomb experts 
who examined it found no evidence that it was fake. 

“When anything appears to be functioning, they are going to handle it as if it was a real device,” 
he told the Banner-Herald. 
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http://www.ajc.com/news/uga-bomb-squad-removes-110730.html 

Dangers Can Lurk in Foreclosed Homes 

Updated: Sunday, 09 Aug 2009, 9:12 PM EDT 
Published : Sunday, 09 Aug 2009, 8:15 PM EDT 

·  Kaitlyn Pratt  
·  Edited By: Leigha Baugham | myfoxatlanta.com 

ATLANTA (MyFOX ATLANTA)  - The tough economy continues to make its mark on Georgia's real 
estate market. According to Realtytrac.com, foreclosures rose significantly in Georgia from May 
to June of this year.  
 
The website says one in every 177,954 housing units in the state received a foreclosure filing in 
June. 
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Some foreclosure specialists said they have found unusual things left behind in homes recently. 

Foreclosure specialist Mike Seger said he found a hand grenade's pin inside an Athens home 
during an inspection. 

"I sat it down gently and got out and got the police," said Seger. 

Seger said he and his colleagues watched in disbelief as the University of Georgia bomb disposal 
robot retrieved the explosive. Police said they didn't know for sure if it was real, but bomb 
experts destroyed it safely. 

"One of the inspections actually turned up a pipe bomb and we checked it out and sure enough it 
was a PVC pipe with a fuse coming out one end," said Seger. 

Police were called and the Walton County bomb squad and the fire department were sent in to 
dispose of the bomb. 

"They used a water pistol basically to blow it up here against the house," said Seger. 

Foreclosure specialists say as their inspection list grows, so does the danger. One specialist said 
they found a stick of dynamite in a Gwinnett County garage. 

Seger said the most common thing they have encountered are marijuana grow houses. Seger said 
they have found six grow houses in the past year. 
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By Johnna Pinholster 
The Valdosta Daily Times 

August 13, 2009 12:31 am 
 
— VALDOSTA — Valdosta State University freshmen got their first taste of campus living 
Wednesday.  
Freshman move-in day saw more than 1,900 first-year students setting up home in residence 
halls across campus.  
Hopper and the newly reconstructed Georgia Hall were flurries of activity Wednesday morning. 
Campus police directed traffic while upperclassmen from various student organizations helped 
unload vehicles and move stuff into the residence halls. 
Mark and Sherri Jennings from Conyers were busy unloading two vehicles full of clothes, 
furniture and technology for their son Clark Jennings, 18.  
The incoming freshman said he was looking forward to campus life and the opportunities to meet 
new people.  
To celebrate their son’s independence, Mark and Sherri Jennings were departing for Jekyll Island 
after moving Clark in. 
Robyn Bowen, a junior who is a part of Campus Outreach, was one of many students helping the 
freshmen move in.  
This is the second year she has helped in the process, she said. 
“It’s a great way to meet new freshmen and be someone they can talk to and hang out with,” 
Bowen said. 
Managing the heat is the hardest part of helping with moving, she said. 
Freshman Chantel Evans had a large support group of friends and family from Snellville to help 
her get settled. 
Her younger sister, Christin Evans, and friends Britney Hardweare and La-Niece Ladoo were 
missing high school to help haul Chantel Evans’ stuff into Hopper Hall. 
Chantel Evans said that she chose Valdosta State University because of its campus and early 
childhood education department.  
Evan’s stepfather, George Morris, was overseeing the move-in and said he was happy to see her 
venture out on her own. 
“I’m glad to have her out of the house,” he said. 
Children get older, become young adults and it becomes time for them to go out on their own, 
Morris said. 
There are currently 2,950 beds on campus for students, with move-in continuing today and 
Friday.  
The reconstructed Hopper Hall opened last fall for students, and Georgia Hall is welcoming 
students back this year after being re-built. 
Previously Georgia Hall housed 200 students in traditional rooms set in a double-loaded corridor 
facility. The now six-story building will house 494 freshmen in a mix of two- and four-person 
suites.  

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.  
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College Campus Crime 
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(WSB Radio) -- It's the first day of fall semester at Georgia Tech and the University of Georgia 
and students at both schools have more to worry about than just grades. 

During orientation, new students at Tech were warned about recent off-campus robberies and 
carjackings.  Since February, Atlanta police have investigated more than a dozen crimes 
involving 13 students and at least one school employee. 

Because of a rash of break ins in Athens this year, new UGA students have been told to make 
sure to always lock their cars, dorms or apartments.  The problem with burglaries has gotten so 
bad, Athens-Clarke County police and UGA police have joined forces with the Oconee County 
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Sheriff's Department to form a task force to investigate the recent thefts of flat screen TVs, 
computers and other electronics from homes, businesses and cars in both counties. 
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SGA, GTPD, Atlanta police to address campus crime   
By Vijai Narayanan 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR  

In light of recent events, crime on campus has become an imperative concern to members of the 
community. SGA is planning to host a “Crime Prevention and Awareness Night” on Aug. 27 at 7 
p.m. at the IC Lawn in an effort to educate students about safety practices and inform them about 
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crime prevention measures taken by the Georgia Tech Police Department (GTPD) in conjunction 
with the Atlanta Police Department (APD).  

“This event is about raising campus vigilance on safety issues and encouraging students to be 
safe, but it is also a celebration of the safety we enjoy as a result of the work of GTPD and the 
APD,” said Corey Boone, a 3rd year MGT student and Vice President of Communications for 
SGA.  

Members from GTPD and APD will be present at the event to speak about campus crime and 
safety. While the event is targeted primarily towards students, members from across the campus 
community are encouraged to attend and learn about safe practices that can help prevent crime. 

“We want to persuade students to feel compelled about this issue, to take it seriously and take 
matters into their own hands and be safe,” said Brenda Morales-Pico, a 3rd year BCHM major 
and the Institute Wide Committees Chair for SGA. 

Crime on campus has become an unavoidable issue, with crimes becoming more violent and 
students being victimized frequently. Recently, a professor was robbed at gunpoint while 
checking on damage to his car. In March, two students were robbed at gunpoint in the center of 
campus while traveling along a detour setup due to construction around Skiles Walkway. Not 
only that, but crimes have also included vehicle break-ins as well as robberies occuring on 
campus. 

In one of the more extreme incidents, on May 4 a student was shot and two other victims were 
robbed at gunpoint during a carjacking off-campus. While the student recovered from his 
injuries, the nature of the incident raised alarm among the campus community and in the greater 
Atlanta area about the safety of Tech students. The student who was shot during the summer will 
share his experience at the event next week and talk about how other students can deal with 
campus safety and prevent crime from affecting them. 

The resulting impact on the community has led various campus organizations to take measures to 
improve safety on campus.  

For example, GTPD has increased its coordination with APD to help prevent crime and has made 
a greater effort to be present at campus events and raise awareness about safe practices on 
campus. Parking expanded the Stingerette shuttle service to drop students off at certain locations 
off-campus during the summer. However, due to the volume of requests for the shuttle service 
during the fall semester, this service has been discontinued for students living off-campus. 

In addition to hosting this event, SGA has created the Campus Safety Taskforce, a committee 
made up of various campus leaders determined to spread awareness about crime on campus and 
improve safety for students.  

A proposal has also been put forward by the committee to start an off-campus student association 
for individuals living in Home Park and other popular off-campus student residences.  

“The organization would increase communication between students living off campus and give 
them the ability to lobby communities for increased safety precautions,” said Jimmy Williams, a 
3rd year BMED student and the Vice President of Campus Affairs for SGA.  
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Another one of the initiatives taken by the taskforce is to work with Communications and 
Marketing to distribute fliers across campus that detail crime deterring measures. In addition, the 
taskforce has worked with Papa John’s to distribute crime awareness and prevention fliers with 
each order.  

Campus safety is an issue that has dogged the Institute for many years. SGA and other campus 
organizations are hopeful that their recent push to improve campus can reduce crime on campus 
and keep students safe. These organizations plan on continuing to increase safety awareness 
amongst the student body. 
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Georgia Universities Prepare for H1N1  

 Jerry Carnes 

At Georgia State University, they're preparing for the H1N1 virus as if it was a tropical storm 
churning in the Gulf of Mexico. 

"You know it's coming," says Mike Raderstorf, Director of Emergency Management for GSU. 
"You know it's going to hit, you just don't know how bad it's going to be. It could be a category 5 
hurricane or just a bad thunderstorm. 

Students, who just finished their first week of class, don't seem concerned. 

"I didn't even think it was a big deal in the U.S.," says sophomore Kerry Reese. 

"I did get an email about it awhile back," but I really just passed it along," says Junior Kenneth 
Pettigrew. "I'm not really worried about getting the flu." 

But administrators at Georgia State and other colleges and universities are concerned it could be 
a challenging flu season.  

The University of Georgia saw seven cases of the H1N1 virus over the summer. Everyone has 
recovered, according to a university spokesman. 

Schools all across the state know it's just beginning. 

Georgia State has a 158 page master plan they'll use to react to whatever the H1N1 throws at 
them. They're preparing flyers to place around campus, and will soon have a web site online to 
inform students of how to avoid the swine flu, and what to do if they get sick. 

Some students admit missing class would be tough even if they're sick. There's a fear of falling 
behind. 

"Every day, you've got to go to class," says Reese, who is majoring in real estate. "There's so 
much to cover. It would be very easy for kids to go to class sick." 



���
�

The school is urging sick students to stay away and not stress over missed time. 

"The university is going to take care of them," says Raderstorf. "People are going to get sick. We 
fully understand. It comes down to a case by case basis, but our plan is to be flexible enough to 
address that." 
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Police arrest man in armed robbery 
Suspect stole woman’s bag on Akins Boulevard 
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Written by Abbey Lennon    Tuesday, 25 August 2009 01:56  
 

According to Georgia Southern University’s Department of Public Safety, fire alarms were 
activated on campus at Lakeside Café, Russell Union and the Child Development Center.  

The fire department responded to an alarm at Russell Union on Aug. 17 at 2 p.m. according to 
Captain Laura McCullough. 

“The alarm system detected some sort of vapors, possibly water vapors from all of the rain, 
that caused the alarm to go off in the building,” said McCullough. 

Two more alarms were activated the same week, one at Lakeside Café and one at the Child 
Development Center. 

The alarm was activated at the Child Development Center on Aug. 19 at 11:45 a.m. 
“Personnel in the building stated that water had boiled over onto the stove and created 

smoke/steam within the building which activated the smoke detectors,” said McCullough. 
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The Lakeside Café alarm was activated Aug. 20 at 4:30 p.m., by an unknown suspect. GSU 
police are investigating the incident, as there are no eye witnesses to know who actually pulled 
the alarm. 

“Our officer found an activated pull station near the kitchen exit,” said McCullough. 
 “The employees of the building were questioned, but no one admitted to pulling the alarm,” 

she said.  
The fire department  responded to all alarms, and all three buildings were cleared for reentry.  
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COLUMBUS, GA (WTVM) -  Some Columbus State University students say they've found themselves 
smack dab in the middle of a parking nightmare since their fall semester classes began.  

Work on a new student recreation center is underway. The construction has eliminated more than 
500 parking spots.  

"It's just not working out. What am I supposed to do," asked senior Eric Crouch.  

"I travel from LaGrange everyday to come to CSU to come to classes and I actually do get here 
thirty minutes early every day to try to find a parking space," said Lindsey Bruce, a CSU senior.  

Even though there's construction, officials say there's plenty of spots available in the university's 
parking deck.  

"They may have to make an extra trip around that they might not have made last year but those 
spaces are available on the front part of the campus. The parking deck that's adjacent to the 
entrance of the campus also has spaces available," said Rus Drew, Chief of CSU Police.  

But students we spoke to say so far, it hasn't been that easy.   

"I showed up to class about twenty minutes early, drove around the whole campus and couldn't 
find a parking spot so I decided instead of parking illegally, that I would just go to work and stay 
at work and skip class instead of getting a ticket. If you look around that campus, that's really 
what's going on- a lot of people are having to park illegally to go to class because there are no 
available parking spots," Crouch said.  

"I circled that parking deck for 35 minutes before I found a spot and I personally think it's just 
ridiculous. I drop my kids off at 8:30. That's the earliest I can get here and I still have to fight for 
a spot," added Shawn Marshall, a CSU senior.  
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Construction on the new recreation center is expected to be completed around this time next 
year.  

We're told CSU's police force is constantly monitoring open parking spaces on campus 
throughout the day.  

If you're a student having trouble parking, you're encouraged to call Campus Police at 706-568-
2022 and they can direct you to open spaces.  
 
©2009 WTVM. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed. 
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Wednesday, August 26, 2009 
 
Colleges, high schools on possible gang activity al ert  
 
J.D. Sumner  
Staff Writer 
 
Wednesday, August 26, 2009 

ALBANY - An alert that originally put students at one Albany college on notice 
has now been broadened to include all four Albany high schools and Albany 
State University in what police are now saying could be a possible gang 
initiation, police officials say. 
 
Around 9 a.m. today, an alert went out to students at Darton College warning 
that a tip had been received by local law enforcement about possible gang 
activity at the college today. 
 
That tip came into the Dougherty County Sheriff's office by way of a phone call 
that said that CME Rattler's street gang would conduct an operation beginning 
at Darton. 
 
Police have a list of at least seven suspects believed to be orchestrating the 
initiation and a list of suspected weapons to be used including 9mm handguns, 
a double-clipped Uzi and weapons stolen during a recent burglary. 
 
The initiation was supposed to begin around 9 a.m. As of 11:30 a.m., no 
incidents have been reported. 
 
Officials with the city's Gang Unit, the Dougherty County Sheriff's Office and the 
District Attorney's office all were seen at the campus augmenting the school's 
campus police. 
 
Police officials now say that officers are canvassing the campuses of Albany 

High School, Dougherty High School, Westover High School, Monroe High School and Albany State 
University in addition to Darton. 
 
"Acting on a tip, officers have responded to area schools in an effort to be proactive," Albany Police 
spokesperson Phyllis Banks said. 
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At Darton, school officials say that both students and faculty have been advised of the situation through e-
mail and an alert system which utilizes a database of phone numbers to leave voice messages, said Leah 
Sandbach, a Darton employee. 
 
The alert urges those on campus to be on the lookout for three vehicles - a red Ford Mustang, a black 
GMC Denalli SUV, a red Ford Explorer. 
 
Early reports are that classes are continuing and have been uninterrupted, she said. 
 
The initiation may have sprung from a fight at Lincoln Fundamental during which a person reportedly 
broke their arm. 
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By Jim Wallace - bio | email  
 
ALBANY, GA (WALB) - There is heightened security at Albany high schools and colleges after 
a warning of gang violence. 

Officers increased patrols around Darton College, Albany State University, and all the public 
schools as a show of force to prevent any violence. 

Darton College issued a mass emergency alert by phone after someone called the sheriff's office 
warning that two rival gangs had a big fight during an initiation last night. And in retaliation 
there would be a shooting at one of the schools. The Sheriff's Office took the threat seriously. 

Throughout the day law enforcement cars from just about every agency in Albany patrolled the 
campuses at Darton College, Albany State University, and all the public high schools. Sheriff 
Kevin Sproul says he has no confirmation behind this morning's gang warning call, but he was 
taking no chances. 

Sproul said "Make them aware of the information that we had gathered and heighten the alert. 
Just in case it was to go down to be prepared for it, or at least perpare the citizens as best we 
could." 

Reportedly a gang fight last night between the Bloods and the Rattlers ended with some injuries, 
and in retaliation there would be shootings on campuses. Law enforcement made themselves 
very visible at the colleges and schools just in case. Darton issued their mass notification call 
about 9. 

 Darton College Security Chief Jim Brackin said "We just want to be proactive and get the 
information out. We don't want to sit on it in case something happens." 
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Most Darton College students went to class as normal, but some left after the gang warning. 

Darton Student Gabriel Lopez said "Everyone was freaking out about it in my math class. A lot 
of people not coming to classes." 

Darton Student Toya said "Some people actually left class when they got the message." 

At Albany High School the gang unit kept up a patrol. At Albany State University their police 
force was on high alert. 

ASU Police Chief Roberson Brown Junior said "I stepped up security. Got out officers at 
different checkpoints with heavy weapons in case they are confronted by people with uzzi's and 
guns that should not be brought on our campus." 

Albany State informed their faculty and staff about the warning, but did not send out a mass alert 
to students, saying they did not feel the threat rose to the level to issue one. 

Sheriff Sproul says law enforcement will continue this heightened alert throughout the 
community tonight, and people should not stay away from the schools tomorrow. 

 Sproul said "Oh no, they'll be protected. We've got everyone on heightened alert. This could be 
one of those situations that falls through the cracks and nothing ever happens. But we can't look 
at it from that standponit." 

Sheriff Sproul says so far there has been no more communication or warning about gangs, and 
no incidents. He says no one should change their schedule tomorrow. Here at Darton College, all 
activities are going on as normal. 

That caller  mentioned three cars, possibly from Atlanta, that law enforcers continues to look for 
.   A red Ford Mustang,  black G-M-C Denali,  and a red Ford Explorer.  

©2009 WALB News. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten, or redistributed.  Feedback 
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New school year brings in more partying at colleges 
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Georgia State Police crack down on seatbelt laws 
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As students entered M-deck on Wednesday, Aug. 19, they were unknowingly being inspected for 
wearing their seatbelts. The Georgia State Police Department partnered with the Department of 
Student Health Promotion to promote the "Click It or Ticket" program.  
 
"We're giving out educational information and a mock citation -- it's just a warning," said 
Sergeant Kristal Perkins of the Georgia State Police Dept.  
 
Roughly five out of 200 students weren't wearing their safety belts.  
 
The warnings were a part of Panther Welcome, a series of events planned by the school during 
the first two weeks of the semester. 
 
Officers Kevin Wallace, Ronald Thompson, Jr. and Joseph Fowler joined Sergeant Perkins and 
GSU staff members Chase Andrews and Britani Anthony in handing out the mock citations and 
information. Andrews is program coordinator for the Dept. of Student Health Promotion. The 
mock citations went to those without belts, while belt wearers received only information.  
 
"In terms of the effectiveness, it really is effective because you see the police officers and the 
citation note as a solid reminder on the importance of wearing seatbelts and highway safety in 
general," Andrews said. 
 
Uniformed Code GA 40-8-76.1(b) says adults ages 18 and up must wear a safety belt when 
driving or riding in the front seat or front passenger seat of a passenger vehicle, which is any 
means of transportation that can carry over ten people. Getting caught without a safety belt on 
will cost 15 dollars.  
 
The GSU Police Dept. and the Dept. of Student Health Promotion will be in S-deck, behind the 
Recreation Center, tomorrow from 10a.m. until 12p.m. handing out information and mock 
citations.  
 
According to the mock citations given out, in 2005, 77 percent of the passenger vehicle 
occupants who were in a fatal crash and were wearing their seatbelts survived.  
 
Andrews said that by stopping students as they enter the parking deck, allows them to catch 
people off guard.  
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The Dept. of Student Health Promotion sponsors programs about nutrition, sexual health, 
alcohol, tobacco and drug prevention and many others. They partnered with Georgia State police 
to enlighten all students, especially freshmen and transfers, about safety at GSU.  
 
The Dept. of Student Health Promotion is located at 75 Piedmont Ave., on the second floor in 
suite 241. Students are welcome to stop by and learn about various health issues.  
 
"It's still important because accidents happen," Andrews said. "We're hoping to drill that in to 
their heads and get the message." 
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Women mugged near Georgia Tech campus 

By Mike Morris  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  
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Two women were mugged early Thursday in the same area of downtown Atlanta hit by a rash of 
robberies of Georgia Tech students earlier in the summer. 

The women, who were not affiliated with Georgia Tech, were walking back to their vehicle from 
a night club on Luckie Street about 3 a.m., and were near Hunnicutt Street, a few blocks south of 
campus, when they were accosted, Georgia Tech police said. 

According to a crime alert sent out by campus police, two men approached the women, displayed 
a handgun and demanded their purses. 

One of the suspects was taken into custody by a Georgia Tech officer on nearby Centennial 
Olympic Park Drive. That suspect was later identified by the victims as being in possession of 
the weapon used in the robbery. 

The second suspect was still at large. He was described as black, 25 to 35 years old, with a 
“short, stocky” build and wearing a gray or silver hooded sweatshirt, blue jeans and tennis shoes. 

At least two students were robbed in June in the area of Luckie and Hunnicutt streets. 
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http://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta/women-mugged-near-georgia-125041.html 
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Georgia Southern Police arrested Steven Lynburg McLeod, 21,  on Aug. 19, after he allegedly 
held an East Georgia student at  gunpoint in an armed robbery attempt at 11:24 p.m.  

 The victim was walking down Akins Boulevard, the four-lane  next to the RAC.  

 “The victim was alone heading to an apartment down Akins  Boulevard, and she first noticed a 
person walking up behind her  but didn’t think anything of it. Then, something told her to  turn 
 around, and there he was with the weapon,” said Major  Dess  Edenfield of the Public Safety 
Department of Criminal  Investigations.  

 According to Edenfield, the suspect was apprehended with the  help of eyewitnesses and a quick 
response by GSU Police.  
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 “On Akins Boulevard in the ceramics building parking lot and  were two officers, so once the 
witnesses saw what was going  on they quickly responded to the officers,” said Edenfield.  

 “The witness then gave a description of the person, what they were dressed in, and the direction 
he was running. The  officers were able to apprehend them momentarily after that,” he said. 

University Police called the description in over the radio, and the suspect was quickly spotted on 
the pedestrium in front of the Carroll Building.  

Matching the description, an officer stopped him, questioned him and patted him down, finding a 
magazine clip in his pocket, according to Edenfield.  

“The suspect first gave a false name, and based on the officer’s training and experience, he 
decided the best thing to do was pat the suspect down. In one of the pockets on the suspect, the 
officer found a handgun magazine. We placed him under arrest and the other officers arrived and 
started to canvas the area. Not far from the area, the actual handgun was found,” said Edenfield.  

The victim had no acquaintance with the suspect, who admitted he was trying to steal money 
from her, and there were no physical injuries.  

The contents of the victim’s bag were returned once the suspect was apprehended.  

McLeod who is wanted in South Carolina is not a student of GSU and acted alone.  

McLeod was staying at the Best Western on 301 and is currently in Bulloch County Jail. 
Charged with one count of possession of a weapon in a school safety zone, one count of armed 
robbery, and one count of giving false information to law enforcement, McLeod will eventually 
face a Superior Court judge.  

Edenfield thanked the eyewitnesses and the officers accountable for McLeod’s apprehension.  

“Without the aid of the witnesses, this suspect probably could have gone without being 
discovered, that and the quick response time of the officers. It was really classic police work,” 
said Edenfield.  

The GSU Department of Public Safety encourages students to utilize their services; they are 
available to students 24/7. 
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