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CSU's newest cop is Olympic medalist �
�
By Curt Yeomans 
 
cyeomans@news-daily.com 
 
Gregory Meghoo can still recall the exact day he won the silver medal at the 1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles as 
a member of Jamaica's 4 x100-meter relay team. It was his 19th birthday - Aug. 11, 1984. 
 
Meghoo made another trip to the Olympics as a member of Jamaica's relay team in 1988, during the games in Seoul, 
Korea, but the team finished fourth. Since then, he has left the sport as a competitor, and gone into the business of 
protecting other people.  
 
In March of this year, Meghoo, now 43, joined the 14-person Clayton State University Police Department as one of its 
officers. Clayton State Police Capt. Rex Duke, the deputy chief of the university's Public Safety Department, said 
Meghoo has roughly "a couple more weeks" left in his training period. During the training period, the former tack-and-
field star is learning the department's policies and Clayton County's warrant-serving procedures, Duke said. 
 
Duke said it was Meghoo's personality that helped him stand out during the application process. The assistant chief 
also said the fact that Meghoo was an Olympic medalist did not come up during the interview process, and he did not 
know about the feat until a month after Meghoo had been hired. "He's very personable, and he seems like he's very 
level-headed, and that's what we were looking for in an officer," Duke said. 
 
"We wanted someone who's not going to be overly aggressive. Someone who is going to perform his duties, and 
make an arrest without going overboard," said Clayton State University Police Chief Bobby Hamil. 
 
Being a police officer requires running skills, Meghoo said, but he added that it's nothing like the skill he used to win 
an Olympic medal. "It's a different type of running," he said. "When I was doing track and field, I was trying to be 
faster than the other guys on the track, but now I'm chasing after bad guys, and it's a different type of challenge ... It's 
like I'm running for my life. I've gone from running for sport, to running for my life." 
 
Meghoo's path from being an Olympic medal winner in Los Angeles to being a police officer in Morrow, took him to a 
second performance at the Olympics Games, to retirement from track and field, to a stint in the U.S. Air Force, to a 
job as a security guard at an Atlanta hotel. He also served as an officer with the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 
Authority (MARTA) and with the police department of Fulton County Schools. 
 
But, the story begins with a small silver disk, which hangs from a pink-orange-and-teal-striped ribbon, and rests on a 
cushion of navy blue felt inside a beat-up, dark blue box with a broken hinge. Meghoo keeps his silver medal, which 
shows no signs of tarnishing after 25 years, in the same box it came in all of those years ago. 
 
When Meghoo, a native of Ewarton, Jamaica, joined Jamaica's 4x100-meter relay team in 1984, he had just 
completed high school. In the months leading up to that year's Olympics, the Jamaican runners competed in various, 
smaller competitions throughout California, so they could get used to running in that state's climate. "Because 
California has more smog in its air than Jamaica does, we had to get ourselves used to breathing in that," he said. 
 
Meghoo did not see much of the 1984 Olympics opening ceremonies, which took place in Los Angeles Memorial 
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Coliseum. "We were in the tunnel under the stadium getting ready to come out," he said. He said he was in awe of 
what he saw, though, when he came into the stadium for the parade of nations. "It's just an amazement to see 
90,000-100,000 people watching you." 
 
He and his fellow track and field athletes participated in several training camps during the first week of the Olympics, 
when the track and field events were not being held. They also spent a lot of time meeting athletes from other 
countries in the International Olympic Village. 
 
"It's funny because everyone was trying to speak English, so I didn't have to learn how to speak other languages," he 
said. "That's the great thing about the Olympics. Everybody comes together in peace." 
 
During the relay, Meghoo ran the second leg of the race. The U.S. team, anchored by Olympic medalist Carl Lewis, 
won the 4x100-meter relay that year. Meghoo once again ran on the Jamaican 4x100-meter relay team in 1988, but 
the team finished fourth, just 0.03 seconds behind France, which took the bronze medal. 
 
"I was very close to being a two-time Olympic medalist," Meghoo said. 
 
He said he wanted to compete at the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona, but was working on a master's degree in 
athletics administration from Michigan State University. He said he elected to focus on his studies rather than pursue 
another Olympic medal. "I was getting myself ready to work for a living," he said.  
 
For a time after hanging up his cleats, Meghoo was in the Air Force, and is still a member of the Air Force reserves. 
He left full-time military duty in the late 1990's, and went into security at the Renaissance Atlanta Hotel, and later at 
CNN. That job eventually led to a two-year job as an officer on the MARTA Police Department, where he often had to 
chase criminals, and try to not fall off the platform onto the track below. 
 
"I thought since the security department at CNN is just like a small police department, I might as well go to the 
academy and become a police officer," he said. Then, from 2004-2007, he served with the Fulton County Schools 
Police Department, where he kept order in schools, and often had to deal with gang-related activities. He left after he 
injured his wrist while trying to arrest an unruly student. 
 
He then got called up to serve in the Air Force Reserves, which meant he was helping with supply-drop simulations at 
Dobbins Air Force Base in Marietta. When he finished his duties in the reserves, the economy was faltering, and 
Meghoo decided to turn to his old law enforcement profession to find work. 
 
That is when he saw an advertisement for an opening at the Clayton State Police Department. He said working in an 
academic environment gives him an opportunity to do the kind of community policing he enjoyed during his time with 
Fulton County Schools. 
 
"I like the community aspect," he said. "It's not just about kicking in doors, and putting people in jail. You get to build 
relationships with the people you deal with." 

 

Photo by Curt Yeomans - Clayton State University Po lice Officer Gregory Meghoo 
leans against his police cruiser while taking a bre ak from one of his patrols around the Morrow-based school’s campus. �



��
�

Photo by Curt Yeomans - 
Clayton State University Police Officer Gregory Meg hoo shows off the silver medal he won at the 1984 O lympics in Los Angeles as 
a member of the Jamaican 4x100 relay team. 

http://www.news-daily.com/main.asp?SectionID=2&SubSectionID=2&ArticleID=27637&TM=27227.2 
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How concerned should students be about their safety when they come to school? And how 
much responsibility are they taking upon themselves to ensure it? 
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GCSU Police get radar, can now issue speeding tickets 
74 warnings, 17 citations issued so far 
 
Jessica Luton  
The Union-Recorder  
 
Georgia College and State University Police are now authorized to run radar and issue speeding 
tickets within specific areas of town in the vicinity of campus and GCSU-owned property. 
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According to GCSU Police Officer Greg Williams, the need to get certification for radar came 
about as a way to help combat issues in high-traffic pedestrian areas within the downtown area. 

“The main goal is to reduce pedestrian accidents,” said Williams. 

GCSU Police Deputy Chief Joe Grant said Williams was the one who got the ball rolling on the 
project. 

“Once we realized we had a problem with speeding around campus, [Williams] was instrumental 
in getting this whole thing going. It’s something that the whole department has wanted to do for 
a while, and I don’t know why we haven’t sooner.” 

Grant said that the radar approval is another avenue to help protect, serve and educate the public. 

“It’s just another tool in our toolbox in helping provide a safer campus for all our students, and it 
gives us another avenue to help us reduce crime. It also goes along with our motto to ‘protect, 
serve and educate.’ We want to educate the public on the things that we’re doing. We don’t want 
them to be surprised when they are issued a ticket.” 

GCSU Police received approval to run radar in February, and so far there have been more 
warnings issued than citations. 

“We’ve written 17 tickets since February and 74 warnings,” said Williams. 

Williams headed the task of getting speed detection device approval — a process that required 
quite a bit of paperwork. 

The GCSU Police Department had to file paperwork to be approved for a speed detection device 
permit, which required a resolution signed by GCSU President Dorothy Leland, and approval by 
the Department of Transportation and the Georgia Department of Public Safety. 

To run radar, the department also had to submit a copy of its FCC radio station license, a copy of 
each officer’s training and certification in running the speed detection device and a copy of each 
device’s certificate of calibration. 

All in all, the process went pretty smoothly and took less than two weeks to get approval. 

The hardest part, said Williams, was the submission of a list of roads on which the GCSU Police 
Department wanted to use the speed detection devices. 

“Basically, we submitted a list of what roads we wanted to run radar on,” he said. “Every road 
that we requested got approval.” 

GCSU Police have jurisdiction in several areas throughout Baldwin County and Milledgeville, 
but those areas must be within 500 yards of state Board of Regents-owned or leased property, he 
said. 

GCSU Police have authority to run radar on many of the downtown roads, including a few areas 
on Franklin and Greene streets that aren’t currently included in the Milledgeville Police 
Department’s list of permitted areas. 
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In addition, the department has jurisdiction near West Campus on Blandy Hills Road and the 441 
Bypass, as well as a section of Lake Laurel Road due to the university-owned Lake Laurel lot. 

GCSU does not receive any money for issuing citations, he said.  

Instead, speeding tickets written by GCSU Police are handled in the City of Milledgeville’s 
Municipal Court and the revenue from those tickets goes directly to the city. 
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Anderson Hall Scene of Theft 
�
Written by Abbey Lennon    Wednesday, 10 June 2009 23:14  

Sometime between May 29 and June 9, 2009 Anderson Hall was the scene of theft by 
taking.  

“We are currently working a case involving theft by taking that occurred at Anderson 
Hall,” said Captain Laura McCullough of the Georgia Southern University Police.  

Although the department could not disclose any other information that would, at this 
time, interfere with the investigation of the theft, McCullough says there are ways to 
keep your things safe from theft.  

“But theft prevention must begin with the citizens first,” said McCullough, “we try to 
educate the community about ways to protect themselves and their property through our 
Crime Prevention programs that are available to any group or organization on campus,” 
she said.  

 GSU does provide a police presence 24 hours a day McCullough said.  

“This includes checks of the interior and exterior of all buildings on campus,” she said.  

McCullough believes citizens should step in and help the officers keep everyone and 
everything safe. Education of the public has proven to show decreases in crime.  
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“When citizens have taken an active role in crime prevention, there has been a visible 
drop in the number of crimes that occur in our community,” said McCullough. 

If students have any information of any crime on campus, they should contact the Public 
Safety Office. 

“If anyone needs to report a theft that occurred on campus, all they have to do is either 
come by the Public Safety office or contact us by telephone and we will send an officer 
to take a report,” said McCullough. 

 http://www.stp.georgiasouthern.edu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=950:and
erson-hall-scene-of-theft&catid=1:local-news&Itemid=53 
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Orientation revives alcohol policy concerns 

DANIEL BURNETT 

&

�������' �2>��>03�(�����
' �<��� �

*	����	���������	��	
����������	�����������	�	����
 ���������	������������	�	
�����5���������������
��		�������	�������!����
�
��������	��"�����������������	����	#��	�	
��������� �	������
���G����/������	�	���#������!������������� ������
��	
�����������������6������	��������
	��������5��� ��	�������������	����	��
������
�
84�������5����!����	
��!��������������������	
����	 
����#8������+��
����6���5#�����;����������
�������������
���������"���
	������	���84��������!� �������������	����
������������4��������������	#8�
 ��
������
�
6���5������
��������������������H�#����������6����� ��
��������	
����������!�����������������
��#����
��������!�����������������5��4���
�
C����������	
�������	#�6���5������������	���		����
 ����������������������	�	���������	������
���
�����	�	���������������!�����	�	�������	
���������� 	��"����������	
��,���������G��������"�������#��	�� 
��
�
	
�������I�����������������������5����������������� ���
�
8.
�����	������������	���	����	��	���#����
�!��	
�� �	����	������	����������	
������	������	�	��������� ���
������������������'��!�������
�	���	�	����������	�� ��	���	���	���������	�	������������#8������:�	
���� :��#�
�����	�	����������	�������	��	��8.��������������	
� ��	
�	������	����	�
���������������������	�������
�����������������	����7�������	
������	
����������� 	��	
�������I����������
�����	�����8�
�
,��G����;#�	
��+����������������
��������	#�6���5�� �	������	�����!���	���������	��
�	�	
����	��������

��������	�����������
�
89
�	��������������	����������4������	����	�������� ������	���������5�����������	
�����	�5��	
�	�4�
����#8�
��������
�
9
�������	=�6���5�
�����	������	��	
����������	��	� ���5���!�!��	�������������	�	����	
�	�
������������ �
	���		������������
���������	
������5������	��7���� ��



;�
�

�
����	���������������	
����������	����������������	# �	
��������	����������	����	����������������������� ��
�������������	�����������������������	�	�����9����	 ����	�#�9�����C������������6�����!�"������������
��	
������	�����������
�������	�������������������	 
���������	�	��������������C��������������������	��
�		����	
����������	�����	
������#��
����"��������� ����	��
�
89
��!��!����J���	
����������K�����	����5�������	
� 	���������������!	���	��	
����������	�#������������ ��
	
����������������	#8������9���G��5���#������!����� ��	�����"������
��������
����	����	��	�	��������I�� ����
������������	�	�����
�
84	����
��������������		��#��
�������������	�	
���� 		��#8�
��������
�

������	
�����	����	���
����6���5�!��	���#������I�� ������������������	�����
�
8-���	������������	#���������	���������'����������� ��	
���������	���������	
����	��	����	��
��	�����
����	
���������������	�����	�����	��
����� 
�����#8��������������*
��!#��������	����������
)���5�L�����8G��	���������
�������	������	����	���� ��	����������	������������������
�����	���	��

�����������	����
�����
��������	������	
���������# 8��
��������
�
4��)���5�L������������	�������	
�	�6���5�����	����� �	�	
�����	����	��
���������
������������	����

�����	�����	����#�	
��,���������G��������"�������� ����	
��4�	�����	����	�����������������'������
	
����	��	����	���������������������������	�������� �������5����
�
C�	�7��	���������6���5�����������!����	�����������	 ������
���������������������	�����
����	
��
������
�

���������	��	
��G��������"�������������
��>������� ��	����#��	����	����	��5�����������������	��
�
����	������	����������������	����	�����������
����� ��������������������!����	����!�����������'�	��
������	
���4�����	����	���	�����	������������	����� 
�������!����	���#�
������
����	��
���!�����������	
����������	������	
�	������	��#��� ���������	
�����������������	����
�
84�����������
�4�������
�������������	
�������	���! �������	����	
�	����
	#8�6���5�������84�
���������������	�5�#�4����
�4��������
������
�	�4�� ���8�
�

		!=>>��������������������5����>�����>�	�����>!�!� �;1�>����>�003>02>��><���>,����	�	���� �
������
���
���"����������������1/1�2���
	���
�
�
�!��	��=���=��������G������#��003�
��������#��$���������
���
��
��'���
����
�
�$������ �
*�����	����	������������	
������M	���	�	����������� �����������	��
C��+4:N�+,  4*�
*�����#�G������#��003�

Two Georgia Tech students were robbed early Sunday in the same area just off campus where 
another Tech student was shot during a robbery last month, Atlanta police said. 



3�
�

In the latest incident, Jim Kenney and Ryan Lorber were robbed on Hampton Street, about a 
block from where fellow student Patrick Whaley was shot on May 4, according to Atlanta police 
spokesman James Polite. 

Kenney and Lorber told police that they were confronted by two men who jumped out of a black 
sport-utility vehicle while a third suspect remained inside the SUV. 

Lorber was able to escape the gunmen, but Kenney, whose leg is in a cast, was not. 

“I said, ‘I don’t want any trouble,’” Kenney told WSB radio. “So I laid down, emptied my 
pockets and he grabbed everything I’d emptied out.” 

The suspects took Kenney’s glasses and Blackberry, Polite said. 

Polite described the suspects as three black males, one about 6 feet tall, wearing a white T-shirt, 
black pants and a red bandanna over his face. 

The second suspect was also about 6 feet tall, wearing a striped shirt with a collar, and with 
“shorter dreads,” Polite said. The third suspect never got out of the SUV, which Polite said had a 
broken tail light on the driver’s side. 

Neither Kenney nor Lorber was injured in the incident. 

That wasn’t the case on May 4, when Whaley was shot during a robbery in the parking garage of 
the Tivoli Tenside Apartments at 1000 Nothside Drive. 

The thieves in that incident were rummaging through Whaley’s pockets when a couple walked 
out of the elevator and interrupted the robbery. 

The suspects forced the couple to the ground and took their credit cards, $280 in cash, cellphones 
and car keys. 

They then tried to force Whaley into a van, police said. He was climbing in when another suspect 
approached and fired a shot. 

The bullet entered Whaley’s chest and went out his back. As Whaley fell to the ground, two of 
the suspects fled in the couple’s Audi, while the third left in the suspects’ gold van, police said. 

Earlier that same day, a Georgia State University student was kidnapped and later shot in the leg 
during a robbery that began about a half-mile from where Whaley was shot. 

Carsten Singh, a 22-year-old senior at Georgia State, was visiting his girlfriend at her apartment 
on 16th Street near Northside Drive when he was approached by three armed men. 

The men forced Singh into a van and drove him around for about 45 minutes while one of the 
them withdrew money from Singh’s bank account. 

Singh was then released on a dead-end street in West End. One of the suspects fired a shot that 
hit Singh in the leg. 
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On May 25, three Georgia Tech students were robbed at gunpoint while sitting on the porch of a 
home in the 1000 block of Hemphill Avenue, in the Home Park neighborhood about two blocks 
north of the Tech campus. 

Whitney Smith, a 21-year-old senior from San Diego ,who is currently living off-campus, said 
Monday that she knows of other crimes against students that have not been reported by the 
media. 

“Not all the robberies that happen get reported to us students,” Smith said. “Somebody I know 
recently got their laptop stolen in the library, and another friend of a friend got robbed at the 
apartments that I lived in for the past two years, on campus, going to his car, and this was 
another armed robbery.” 

Smith said she fears for the students who have not heard about all the robberies, “because I only 
found out about those incidents through friends. I wish [Tech officials] would tell people about 
more of the things that go on.” 

She said the robberies have caused her to alter her routine, especially at night. 

“I think at nighttime, I’ll be sure to park on campus as much as possible, and if my car’s parked 
far away from where I’m at, I’m going to make sure somebody is walking with me. I do not walk 
alone at night,” Smith said. 

Joe Maxwell, a 17-year-old freshman from Darien, said that while he had not heard about the 
weekend robbery, school officials were “constantly preaching safety” during his recent 
orientation. 

“They say stay with another person if you have to go out at night for some reason, and if you feel 
uncomfortable going out at night, always make sure you call the shuttle and use common sense,” 
said Maxwell, who is attending the second summer session at Tech, which began Monday. 

“This is an open campus,” he said. “There aren’t fortified walls, and people have access to it 
from all walks of life, including criminals.” 

Georgia Tech spokesman Matt Nagel said a crime alert was sent out by e-mail on Sunday, 
“notifying our students to be extra careful and be aware of their surroundings.” 

Nagel said that while Georgia Tech police officers occasionally pass through the area where the 
most recent robbery took place, patrolling the area “falls more to Atlanta police.” 

Staff photographer John Spink contributed to this article. 
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Jim Kenney And Ryan Lorber Robbed While Walking Home, Police Say 
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ATLANTA -- Georgia Tech students are being warned about safety after another armed robbery 
near the campus, in which one of the victims was a Tech student.  

It's important to point out that four separate armed robberies did not happen on campus. 
Nonetheless, Georgia Tech officials are making their students well aware of the robberies.  

Crime prevention flyers are being distributed around campus giving tips on how to avoid 
robberies and how to handle a robbery if it happens to you.  

Jim Kenney, a friend of Georgia Tech student Ryan Lorber, followed those rules and complied -- 
but there was a point when he feared for his life Saturday night.  

"When I told him I didn't have my wallet," he said.  

11Alive's Kevin Rowson asked, "What were you thinking?"  

"I was thinking man I'm gonna make this guy mad and he's got that gun, so I got a little nervous 
then," Kenney said. "And that's when I got scared."  
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Sometimes you get lucky -- but some students and former students aren't content to rely on luck 
anymore. Garey Simpson says he wouldn't blame anyone who gets a gun.  

"You gotta be in the same playing field as somebody else in the area," he said. "If they're gonna 
do that to you, then you gotta be prepared."  

There is a perception that crime is up around the campus because of the recent robberies.  

11Alive News has requested crime stats from the Atlanta Police Department to see if perception 
is reality. What is clear, is that students are perceived as easy targets. And suspects are not afraid 
to use guns just to get a cell phone and a pair of cheap sunglasses.  

"I mean they didn't make off with much," Kenney said. "I didn't have any cash. I didn't have any 
credit cards on me."  

"It doesn't seem worth having a gun pointed at you?" asked Rowson.  

"It really doesn't seem worth it at all," Kenney answered.  

The Atlanta Police Department is investigating all four robberies. Though Georgia Tech police 
do sometimes pass through areas immediately off-campus, it is the Atlanta Police Department's 
jurisdiction.  

Students can take advantage of shuttles on campus, but off campus, the shuttles can't get there, so 
students are advised to travel in groups for safety.  
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ATLANTA - Police are stepping up their presence in and around Georgia Tech after a student 
and a former student were ambushed this weekend.   

Ryan Lorber, a senior at Georgia Tech, and James Kenney went out for dinner and then headed 
home to meet friends Saturday night. The men said they were within eyesight of their home 
when two men held them up at gunpoint on Hampton Street, near 10th Street. 

Kenney said he and Lorber, were making their way home when they saw a black SUV parked on 
the side of the road. Kenney said they didn't think anything of it but as they got closer, he said 
two men jumped out of the car. 
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"He comes around the car and wearing a bandana, he points a gun like that at me and says, 
'empty your pockets,'" said Kenney. 

Lorber and Kenney said they were told to get down on the ground. 

"My first reaction was no way, get away from me. When I turned back I saw Jim on the ground 
and the guys running away," said Lorber. 

Kenney said the gunman left with his Blackberry and sunglasses. 

Lorber and Kenney described the getaway vehicle as a newer model black SUV with a broken 
left taillight. 

This is the latest crime to happen near the Georgia Tech campus. In early May, police said 
Georgia Tech student Patrick Whaley was shot in the chest during an armed robbery. 
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Atlanta police Tuesday were investigating another armed robbery of a Georgia Tech student, this 
time overnight at an apartment complex just south of the campus. 

The graduate student , whose name has not been released, was walking home in the Centennial 
Place Apartments off Luckie Street when he was robbed. 

A neighbor saw the robbery in progress and screamed, scaring off the gunman. 

WSB-TV reported that the suspect was only able to steal cigarettes from the victim, who was not 
injured. 
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Centennial Place is a large complex of nearly 750 apartments and town homes built on the site of 
the former Techwood Homes public housing project. 

The complex stretches from just south of the Tech campus south to the Centennial Olympic Park 
and Georgia Aquarium area. 

Atlanta City Council President Lisa Borders owns a town home in the complex. That home was 
burglarized late last month by suspects who kicked in a glass door while the mayoral candidate 
slept upstairs. 

Lisa Landress said she was sad to hear about the shootings of two Georgia Tech students in May. 
Now, after this weekend’s armed robbery, coupled with the fact that her son Ethan is a student at 
Tech, her sadness has turned to anger. 

“It just makes you mad that people would prey on students like that,” Landress said. “It will be a 
concern for me. Georgia Tech is a great school, but I am concerned.” 

Georgia Tech is in the middle of an urban college’s worst nightmare: Since Feb. 7, 10 armed 
robberies — nine targeting students — have been reported in the neighborhoods surrounding 
Tech. None of the incidents actually occurred on campus — close enough to be a problem, but 
just far enough to fall into the Atlanta Police Department’s jurisdiction. 

“We are strategizing together to try to make sure that everyone is safe — students, faculty and 
citizens,” APD spokesman James Polite said. “We can’t divulge the strategy but you can rest 
assured that this is of the utmost and highest priority between both departments to make sure that 
we capture these individuals. We are vigilant and determined to make that area safe so those 
students can get their educations and the citizens are protected.” 

This weekend, students Jim Kenney and Ryan Lorber were robbed on Hampton Street, about a 
block away from where fellow student Patrick Whaley was shot during a May 4 robbery. 

Kenney and Lorber told police that they were confronted by two men who jumped out of a black 
sport utility vehicle while a third suspect remained inside the SUV. Lorber was able to escape the 
gunmen, but Kenney, whose leg is in a cast, was not. 

Neither Kenney nor Lorber was injured in the incident. 

Tech’s response so far has been to issue campuswide crime alerts, sent via e-mail, “notifying our 
students to be extra careful and be aware of their surroundings,” said school spokesman Matt 
Nagel. 

Nagel added that while Georgia Tech police officers occasionally pass through the neighborhood 
where the most recent robbery took place, patrolling the area “falls more to Atlanta police.” 

“Georgia Tech has a comprehensive crime prevention and education program that includes 
notifying the campus community when crimes occur on or near campus,” Nagel said. 
“Successful crime prevention depends on a partnership between Georgia Tech police, Atlanta 
police and the entire campus community.” 



�2�
�

Daniel Carter, director of public policy for Security on Campus, a campus safety advocacy 
organization, said Tech’s response to the off-campus incidents aligns with public policy. While 
organizations like his can encourage it, federal law does not require colleges to actually report 
crimes that do not occur on campus. 

“If the campus police respond to a call, it goes in their crime log but not [their] statistics, and 
they don’t have to report it,” Carter said. “But that doesn’t mean they should sit back and do 
nothing.” 

Carter said depending on each circumstance, his organization has been encouraging colleges to 
work with local police departments to come up with protection policies. 

“We are also encouraging schools to provide voluntary warnings,” Carter said. “If it is a heavily 
populated student area, we encourage them to voluntarily send out a warning, even though they 
are not required to.” 

Carter said students have to also work to protect themselves, but “other than avoiding certain 
areas, there is not much students can do aside from using traditional common sense and staying 
in well-traveled areas.” 

Alina Staskevicius, president of the Tech’s Undergraduate Student Government, said students 
have to realize there is a difference between on-campus safety and the risks of being off campus. 

“Our on-campus safety is tremendous,” said the senior from Woodstock. “But people have to be 
smart off campus. These off-campus crime trends are unfortunate. So it might be a question of 
taking a taxi home instead of walking.” 

Nagel said Tech will continue to warn students and offer alerts about crime in the area and 
safety. He said that the school has not received an unusually high number of calls from 
concerned parents regarding the crimes. 

For her part, Landress said she hasn’t called the school and feels that the campus police are doing 
as much as they can to protect the students. Next semester, her son, who will be a sophomore, 
will move into campus housing on busy North Avenue. 

“I will just tell him to watch out,” Landress said. “He is a black belt in karate. I hope that will 
help.” 

Incidents near campus 

• June 21: Jim Kenney and Ryan Lorber were robbed at 1040 Hampton St. 

• May 4: Carsten Singh, a 22-year-old senior at Georgia State, was visiting his girlfriend at her 
apartment on 16th Street near Northside Drive when he was approached by three armed men. He 
was later shot. 

• May 4: Patrick Whaley was shot during a robbery in the garage of the Tivoli Tenside 
Apartments at 1000 Northside Drive. 

• March 30: Mohammed Washim was robbed at gunpoint at 676 Mechanical Engineering Drive. 
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• March 28: A unnamed female student was carjacked at gunpoint on Home Park Avenue near 
the Family Apartment/Graduate Living Center (10th Street and Home Park Avenue). 

• March 22: An unnamed Georgia Tech student was robbed near 10th Street and Williams Street 
while walking back to campus from a MARTA station. ? March 16: An unnamed victim not 
affiliated with Tech was held up at gunpoint at Third Street near Spring Street. 

• March 14: Reginald McKenzie Holmes was robbed at gunpoint and had his car stolen. He was 
at Centennial Olympic Park Place between North Avenue and Merritt Street. 

• Feb. 7: Joseph Gettmann was robbed at gunpoint on Holly Street between 10th Street and 
Home Park Avenue. 
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Attack Is Sixth In Past Two Weeks 
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CSU student pleads guilty to making terroristic threats 
 

Posted: June 22, 2009 10:57 AM  

Updated: June 22, 2009 11:42 AM  

COLUMBUS, GA (WTVM) - Lawrence Price will spend the next 8 years behind bars. The 45-
year-old admitted to making terrositic threats at Columbus State University in October of 
2008 and  inNovember of 2007. 

After campus police arrested him, they found two rifles, a shotgun, handgun, bow, axe and 
antique saw in his truck.  
 
He also had hundreds of rounds of ammunition and three bottles of alcohol. Price was a CSU 
student at the time. 

A judge sentenced Price to 10 years in jail. Since he has already served two, Price has eight more 
to go. 
 
When he's released, he will not be able to go near CSU or own a gun. Price will also have to 
undergo therapy.  
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Police beef up patrols; armed robbers accosted another student Monday night 

By MEGAN MATTEUCCI, MIKE MORRIS 

Tuesday, June 23, 2009 

Police say they arrested three teenagers for shooting and kidnapping a Georgia Tech student, but 
several other suspects remain at large. 

“We’re still having robberies even though they are in jail,” said Atlanta Police Major Joseph 
Spillane, assistant commander of Zone 5. 

On Tuesday, Georgia Tech and Atlanta Police officials announced they would deploy more 
officers around campus after a string of armed robberies. 

They declined to say how many extra officers or what they will be doing, saying it is part of a 
covert operation. 

“There will be road blocks, safety checkpoints and heavy traffic enforcement,” Spillane said. 
“You will see an increase of officers in the area, but there will also be officers you won’t see.” 

In addition to the extra officers, police said they have arrested three teenagers for an attack on 
Tech student Patrick Whaley. 

The 22-year-old student was attacked last month as he was getting out of his car at the Tivoli 
Tenside Apartments at 1000 Northside Drive. The suspects were rummaging through Whaley’s 
pockets when a couple walked out of the elevator and interrupted the robbery, he told police. 

The suspects robbed the couple and shot Whaley in the chest, according to a police report. They 
then fled in the couple’s car, police said. 

On June 10, police arrested Deangelo Love, 17, and Maurice Brown, 19, for that attack. They are 
being held without bond in the Fulton County jail on charges of aggravated assault, armed 
robbery and kidnapping. Love is also charged with several other charges, including possession of 
a firearm by a convicted felon. 

Police declined to identify the third suspect. He is being held on unrelated charges and has a 
warrant for the student’s shooting pending, Atlanta Police spokesman Officer Eric Schwartz said. 

It is unclear why police waited until Tuesday to announce the arrests. 

Police are looking to see if the suspects are connected to any other crimes. Investigators initially 
said there was a “strong possibility” they are connected to the shooting of Georgia State 
University student Carsten Singh. Singh, 22, was shot and robbed about 22 hours before Whaley 
at an apartment complex about half a mile away, police said. 
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The arrest announcement comes as police are investigating another armed robbery of Tech 
student at the Centennial Place Apartments. 

The graduate student, whose name has not been released, was walking on Luckie Street when a 
black male in his early 20s approached with a gun, Schwartz said. 

A neighbor saw the robbery in progress and screamed, scaring off the gunman. The student was 
not injured. 

Graduate student Andrew deRussy said some students feel they are targeted because criminals 
may know they are unarmed. The university prohibits students from carry firearms. 

“We feel we’re walking targets,” said deRussy, a Student Government Association 
representative. “Most of the students come from the Cobb Counties of the world — suburbia and 
places where you don’t lock your doors and don’t think about it.” 

Spillane said the robbers are not targeting students — just people who are walking alone between 
10 p.m. and 4 a.m. 

“It’s a relatively low number of students. They’re just more high profile,” he said. 

Police said they have seen a spike in robberies in downtown and Midtown of people out late, 
including students, club-goers and others. 

The robbers are looking for wallets, iPods, cell phones, sunglasses and cash. But empty-handed 
victims don’t deter them. The latest robbery of the graduate student at Centennial Place 
Apartments got only a pack of cigarettes, Spillane said. 

Since Feb. 7, 10 armed robberies — nine targeting students — have been reported in the 
neighborhoods surrounding Georgia Tech. None of the incidents actually occurred on campus — 
close enough to be a problem, but just far enough to fall into the Atlanta Police Department’s 
jurisdiction. 

In addition to the extra Atlanta officers, Georgia Tech’s “Strike Team” — which targets problem 
areas on campus — is now working seven days a week instead of four, Tech President G.P. 
“Bud” Peterson said Tuesday. 

Peterson said Tech is working to get the word out to students through e-mails and posters letting 
them know to walk in groups and lock their doors. 

“It’s enormously important to ensure the campus community that this is a safe place,” he said. 

Neighbors say the graduate student robbed Monday is the latest in a rash of robberies, car break-
ins and other thefts in Centennial Place and surrounding complexes. 

Atlanta City Council President Lisa Borders, who owns a town home in Centennial Place, also 
was a victim last month. Her home was burglarized by suspects who kicked in a glass door while 
the mayoral candidate slept upstairs. 



���
�

Ian Whittle, a 2008 Emory University graduate who will be starting law school in August, has 
lived on Luckie Street in Centennial Place for the past 11 months. 

“It makes me want to get a gun,” said Whittle. “I feel unsafe.” 

This weekend, students Jim Kenney and Ryan Lorber were robbed on Hampton Street, about a 
block away from where fellow Whaley was shot. 

Kenney and Lorber told police that they were confronted by two men who jumped out of a black 
sport utility vehicle while a third suspect remained inside the SUV. Lorber was able to escape the 
gunmen, but Kenney, whose leg is in a cast, was not. 

Neither Kenney nor Lorber was injured in the incident. 

Incidents near campus 

• June 21: Jim Kenney and Ryan Lorber were robbed at 1040 Hampton St. 

• May 4: Carsten Singh, a 22-year-old senior at Georgia State, was visiting his girlfriend at her 
apartment on 16th Street near Northside Drive when he was approached by three armed men. He 
was later shot. 

• May 4: Patrick Whaley was shot during a robbery in the garage of the Tivoli Tenside 
Apartments at 1000 Northside Drive. 

• March 30: Mohammed Washim was robbed at gunpoint at 676 Mechanical Engineering Drive. 

• March 28: A unnamed female student was carjacked at gunpoint on Home Park Avenue near 
the Family Apartment/Graduate Living Center (10th Street and Home Park Avenue). 

• March 22: An unnamed Georgia Tech student was robbed near 10th Street and Williams Street 
while walking back to campus from a MARTA station. ? March 16: An unnamed victim not 
affiliated with Tech was held up at gunpoint at Third Street near Spring Street. 

• March 14: Reginald McKenzie Holmes was robbed at gunpoint and had his car stolen. He was 
at Centennial Olympic Park Place between North Avenue and Merritt Street. 

• Feb. 7: Joseph Gettmann was robbed at gunpoint on Holly Street between 10th Street and 
Home Park Avenue. 

— Reporters Ernie Suggs, Mike Morris and Marcus K. Garner contributed to this report. 
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ATLANTA (MyFOX ATLANTA) - Atlanta police announced Tuesday that two were arrests 
were made in the case of Georgia Tech student who was shot at an off-campus apartment 
complex on 10th Street. 

Eighteen-year-old Deangelo Love was arrested June 10 and charged with aggravated battery, 
aggravated assault, kidnapping, armed robbery, possession of a firearm by a convicted felon and 
possession of a firearm during the commission of a felony. 

Nineteen-year-old Maurice Brown was also arrested June 10 and he was charged with 
aggravated assault, armed robbery and kidnapping. 

A third person, who is in custody for unrelated charges, has a warrant pending in connection with 
the case. 

The charges stem from the shooting of 23-year-old Georgia Tech student Patrick Whaley, a 
junior from Cumming, Georgia in early May. 

Whaley had just moved into an apartment at the TenSide apartments on Northside Drive, near 
Georgia Tech's midtown campus when he was attacked. 

Police said two armed men put a gun to Whaley's head and shot him in the back during an 
attempted carjacking. 

Whaley was taken to Grady Hospital in critical condition, but has since been in recovery from 
his injuries. 

Whaley's attack marked the first in a string of violent crimes near the Georgia Tech campus. 

On May 25, armed men ransacked an off-campus home near the Georgia Tech campus. 

One of the students said he and a roommate were sitting on the porch of a home in the Home 
Park neighborhood when three men approached them. The students said one of the gunmen 
fought with them while the other two robbed the house. 

No one was hurt in the attack. 

The robbery happened just blocks from where Whaley was shot earlier in the month. 

On Saturday, June 20, Ryan Lorber, a senior at Georgia Tech, and James Kenney a former 
student went out for dinner and then headed home to meet friends when they said they were held 
up at gunpoint on Hampton Street, near 10th Street. 
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Kenney said the gunman left with his Blackberry and sunglasses. Neither man was injured in the 
attack. 

Another Georgia Tech student was robbed at gunpoint Tuesday, June 23. The robbery happened 
about 1:00 a.m. on Luckie Street in downtown Atlanta when the student was walking to his 
apartment. 

Police said the robber demanded everything the student was carrying. A neighbor who saw the 
incident started screaming for help. The robber got away with a pack of cigarettes.  
The student was not identified. 

Investigators said they were stepping up patrols in area following the rash of violent crimes and 
the university urged students to practice safety measures. 
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By MIKE MORRIS 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Wednesday, June 24, 2009 

A student was robbed at gunpoint early Wednesday in the same apartment complex near Georgia 
Tech where a similar robbery occurred about 24 hours earlier. 

Eric Mills is a student at University of Phoenix, a nationwide college with six campuses in metro 
Atlanta. 

Mills said he was walking to his apartment in the sprawling Centennial Place complex about 1 
a.m. Wednesday when he was attacked on Hunnicutt Street. 

“I turned the corner and I noticed a car that was to the left of me,” said Mills told reporters after 
the incident. “I’m on the phone talking, and all of a sudden, I feel a presence behind me.” 

Mills said he turned around to find two masked men behind him. 

“One has a gun and the other one is coming toward me a little more aggressively,” he said. 
“Immediately, they ask me for my phone.” 

Mills said he threw his book bag down, “thinking it was more valuable than my phone because 
my book bag has my laptop in it.” 
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He said the suspects “didn’t care about my laptop, they wanted my phone.” 

As one suspect got closer to him, “the other guy with the gun says he’s going to shoot me,” Mills 
said. 

“I take off running, because the other guy is coming at me,” Mills said. “I trip and I fall, and he 
falls on my leg and we’re on the street.” 

Mills said he sustained abrasions to his hand, arm and side in the scuffle. 

“I get up and the guy with the gun is closer to me, pointing it at me, and he says, ‘I’m going to 
shoot you, stop, what are you thinking, stop.’ And I go, ‘no,’ and I take off in the middle of the 
street,” Mills said. 

Mills said that he stopped several cars, but “no one came to help me.” 

“I turned around and I see [the suspects] jump into a car with my book bag and take off,” Mills 
said. 

Wednesday’s robbery happened about a block from where a Georgia Tech student was robbed 
while walking on Luckie Street early Tuesday morning. 

“I’m very, very angry,” Mills said. “If it happened just yesterday, why aren’t the police roaming 
the neighborhood and seeing people hanging around? These guys were waiting for me, they were 
waiting for someone.” 
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ATLANTA - A 19-year old man accused in the brutal shooting of a Georgia Tech student is 
expected to appear in court Wednesday. 

And overnight another person was robbed at gunpoint near the Georgia Tech campus -- the ninth 
such attack in recent months. 

This time the thieves hit on-line University of Phoenix student Eric Mills as he was walking 
home at the corner of Centennial Olympic Park Drive and Hunnicut – three blocks south of 
Georgia Tech. 
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Mills said he was walking to his apartment in the Centennial Place complex about 1 a.m. 
Wednesday when he was attacked by two men wearing masks, and one was armed. 

Mills said the robbers demanded his cell phone.  
 
He dropped his book bag which contained his laptop and tried to get away. 

Mills hailed down passing cars. That's when the robbers got in their own vehicle and took off 
with the book bag.  
 
He's out the laptop, school work and an ipod. 

The overnight robbery comes one day after police announced an arrest in the shooting of georgia 
Tech student Patrick Whaley.  
 
The 22-year-old Whaley was attacked last month in a parking garage on Northside Drive.  
 
Deanglo Love -- 17-years-old -- and 19-year-old Maurice Brown and an unnamed person are 
accused of the crime.  
 
Picked up on June 10 -- Love and Brown face kidnapping, armed robbery, aggravated assault 
and battery, and weapons charges.  
 
Love is due in court Wednesday.  
 
Police in zone five said there are a number of robbing crews targeting people near the tech 
campus. 

Both campus and Atlanta police have stepped up patrols in the area -- vowing to put an end to 
the robberies.  
 
But for Mills -- whose hand was slice up during the attack -- the damage is already done. 

"I can't walk this street anymore," said Eric Mills. 
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Police beef up presence in Uptown Columbus 
 
Posted: June 23, 2009 05:50 PM  
Updated: June 23, 2009 06:06 PM  

By Laurie Bernstein –  

 COLUMBUS, GA (WTVM) - At three o'clock in the afternoon, most people walking the streets 
of Uptown Columbus would never feel at risk or unsafe. 
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Bob beason says they should, though, after what he saw this past Monday, when one of his 
Phenix Loan Finance customers walked out of the store on Broadway after paying her bill. 

"I was just finishing work on a computer, and 30 seconds after she walked out she started 
screaming bloody murder that she got robbed. After she got into her car, they stuck a gun 
through the window, pointed it at her and took her purse, phone and GPS," said Beason. 

Beason was even more shocked to learn about another robbery in the Uptown area over the 
weekend, involving two Fort Benning soldiers who police say were walking to their car and were 
held up at gunpoint. 

Not to mention the man police say was shot in the back as well on Broadway Saturday night. 

"They need to do something, either put cameras on corners to help with surveillance or get more 
protection down here," said Beason. 

Even though they feel these are isolated incidents, CSU police are taking the threat seriously, 
putting more officers on the streets not just at night time, but also during the daylight hours. 

"To be proactive, we have increased our patrols as well as increasing the amount of officers 
working downtown. We will look at trying to sustain that for a while," said Russ Drew, the head 
of Columbus State University Police. 

Still, is it enough to put residents at ease? 

"Honestly, not so much. If they'll rob you at 2:45 in the afternoon, in broad daylight, it doesn't 
show me that it's safe," said Beason. 

University Police say even with their increased presence, they want people to be more aware of 
their surroundings, because unfortunately, these incidents are happening all over the city. 

http://www.wtvm.com/global/story.asp?s=10582836&ClientType=Printable  
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By MEGAN MATTEUCCI  

Wednesday, June 24, 2009 

Georgia Tech e-mailed more than 12,800 parents Wednesday in an attempt to calm fears of a 
rash of armed robberies targeting students. 
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“I want to reassure you that we are committed to making our campus and the surrounding 
neighborhoods, where our students, faculty and staff reside, as safe as possible,” Tech President 
G.P. “Bud” Peterson wrote to parents. 

Peterson said he has heard from parents asking about security measures in response to the crime 
spike. Police and campus officials insist the robbers are not targeting students, but said they are 
attacking people who are walking alone between the hours of 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. 

“Individuals walking alone at night are at significantly higher risk than those who practice basic 
awareness and prevention techniques,” Peterson wrote to parents. “We continue to advise our 
community to take every precaution possible to avoid placing yourself at unnecessary risks.” 

Ten students have been robbed in the neighborhoods surrounding Tech since February. Robbers 
have taken iPods, cellphones, laptop computers, wallets, cash, sunglasses and cigarettes, police 
said. 

Despite the crime spike, school officials said Wednesday that there has been no decline in 
enrollment. 

“We have not received notification from students or families that they will not be attending 
Tech,” Tech spokesman Matt Nagel said Wednesday. “School officials, including President 
Peterson, have personally met with a number of parents who, once they understand how much is 
being done, have been supportive of our efforts.” 

The latest attack occurred around 1 a.m. Wednesday as a University of Phoenix student was 
walking near the Centennial Place apartments on Hunnicutt Street. 

Eric Mills said two masked men approached him and one pulled a gun. They fled with his 
bookbag, he said. 

On Tuesday, Tech officials and Atlanta Police announced they would deploy additional officers 
on and around campus. The officers will be on foot, bicycles, Segways and in cars. They 
declined to say how many, but said they would be conducting road blocks and undercover 
operations. Police also will beef up security at clubs and bars, Peterson said. 

Police also announced Tuesday the arrests of three teenagers in connection with the shooting, 
robbery and kidnapping of a Tech student. Police say the teens shot Patrick Whaley, 22, last 
month at the Tivoli Tenside Apartments on Northside Drive. The teens robbed Whaley and a 
couple before fleeing, police said. 

Police said they are investigating the teens to see whether they are connected to any other crimes, 
but believe that several robbers remain at large since the attacks have continued. 

On Wednesday, Peterson outlined Tech’s security initiatives, including 70 sworn officers, K-9s 
and 190 blue light outdoor emergency phones across campus. 

Peterson said he has also spoken with Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin, who assured him that the 
city would continue to work with campus officials. 
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Cuts at APD are hampering safety efforts, critics say 

By ERNIE SUGGS 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Wednesday, June 24, 2009 

It is becoming almost a daily occurrence. Two days after the Atlanta Police Department 
promised aggressive policing in the area where several Georgia Tech students have been robbed 
at gunpoint and a day after announcing the arrests of three suspects, the attacks are continuing. 

Early Wednesday morning, Eric Mills was robbed and attacked at gunpoint on Hunnicutt Street 
on his way to his Centennial Place apartment complex. 

“These guys were waiting for me. They were waiting for someone,” Mills said. 

That robbery happened about a block from where a Georgia Tech student was robbed while 
walking on Luckie Street early Tuesday morning. Two people were robbed Sunday. 

All week, the Atlanta Police Department has contended that it has a plan for the area. 
“Specifically, besides the patrols, we will not reveal our actual plan of action to the public,” 
police spokesman James Polite Jr. said in an e-mail in response to a series of questions from the 
AJC. “However, know that all available resources are being utilized in these efforts.” 

In an e-mail to the Tech community, university President G. P. “Bud” Peterson wrote that he’s 
pleased with the level of cooperation between the school’s Police Department and the city’s. The 
two groups met Tuesday to review Tech’s efforts and discuss additional steps. 

Peterson said the joint efforts would include increased safety checks and roadblocks, as well as 
more foot patrols. The city will also begin tighter enforcement and control at nearby clubs and 
bars, Peterson said, and is using automatic tag readers to quickly retrieve license tag information 
when looking for suspects and vehicles. 

City Councilman Kwanza Hall, whose district includes the area, confirmed that there is a plan in 
place. 

“They just don’t want to divulge everything they are doing,” said Hall, adding that he is familiar 
with the plan’s particulars. “It has to happen quickly.” 
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How quick is the question. The four robberies this week have placed students, as well as 
residents in the area, on edge. 

“I’m very, very angry,” Mills said Wednesday. “If [a previous attack] happened just yesterday, 
why aren’t the police roaming the neighborhood and seeing people hanging around?” 

Mills is a student at the University of Phoenix, a nationwide college with six campuses in metro 
Atlanta. Most of the other robberies — at least 11 since February — have been committed 
against Tech students who live in the area just off campus. 

The worst of the attacks happened May 4, when two students — including one from Tech — 
were shot in different incidents. 

Home Park, where most of the crimes have happened, can be considered a neighborhood in 
transition. In the area bordered by I-75, 10th Street, 16th Street and Northside Drive, it is 
estimated that as many as 75 percent of the residents are renters and many of them are college 
students. 

“APD is doing everything they can. They don’t have enough resources,” said Kathy Boehmer, 
chairman of the public safety committee for the Home Park Community Improvement 
Association. “But at the same time, why are these students still walking around by themselves at 
night? They are taking chances going out in these areas that are being targeted by the bad guys.” 

Many of the students targeted were walking alone either late at night or early in the morning. 
Typically, the robbers have jumped out of SUVs brandishing guns and stealing wallets, money 
and electronics, particularly iPods and iPhones. Aside from the two shootings, there have also 
been at least two carjackings. 

Boehmer said when she moved to the neighborhood 12 years ago, it was actually more in 
transition and less stable. But safer. Now, she said she doesn’t even walk her dog after 8 p.m. or 
before 6 a.m. out of fear. 

The area is facing a shortage in police manpower. Hall said that because of city-ordered 
furloughs in the Police Department, Zone 5 has lost 20 officers, as well as auxiliary personnel 
like members of the Red Dog unit. 

“It has created a negative impact on the quality of life,” Hall said. “There are other areas of city 
government where we can trim, but we need to double our numbers of police officers.” 

So until something changes, residents and students will have to depend on the police and work to 
protect themselves. 

Boehmer said that next Wednesday her neighborhood would take steps to start its own 
Neighborhood Watch Program. 

“People are getting scared,” she said. 
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Man Robbed At Gunpoint On Centennial Olympic Park Drive 
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Updated: Thursday, 25 Jun 2009, 5:16 AM EDT 
Published : Thursday, 25 Jun 2009, 5:12 AM EDT 

ATLANTA - Two teens accused of shooting a Georgia Tech student during a robbery at an off 
campus apartment complex are due in court this morning. 

Patrick Whaley is still recovering. The Georgia Tech senior was shot last month during a robbery 
at his off campus apartment complex. 

Thursday, two of the three people accused of the crime are expected to go to court.  
 
Deanglo Love -- 17-years-old -- and 19-year-old Maurice Brown face a long list of charges 
including kidnapping, aggravated assault and battery, armed robbery and weapons counts.  
 
Police also have a warrant out for a third unnamed person. 

Whaley was happy to hear of the arrests which took place a couple of weeks ago.  
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The 22-year-old said it wasn't until the doctor talked to him during his discharge that he realized 
how lucky he was. 

The Whaley shooting was one of a dozen armed robbery taking place near the tech campus in the 
last year.  
 
He is concerned the violence could unfairly tarnish the school's image. In fact, Whaley said he 
already returned to the campus and feels completely safe there. 

The president of Georgia Tech released a statement to the school community. It reads, in part: "I 
want to reassure you that we are committed to making our campus and the surrounding 
neighborhoods our students, faculty and staff reside, as safe as possible." 
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Victim was hit in the head with a handgun 

By KATIE LESLIE 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Monday, June 29, 2009 

Another Georgia Tech student was robbed at gunpoint early Monday, making him the 12th 
person to be mugged near the campus since February. 

The robbery occurred att 1:15 a.m. in the Home Park neighborhood between the northern edge of 
Georgia Tech campus and Atlantic Station, according to Atlanta Police Department spokesman 
Otis Redmond. 

The student, whose name has not been released, told police he was approached by a group of two 
to four black males in a dark-color SUV, with at least two armed with handguns, police said. 

He was struck in the back of the head with a gun and the suspects took his wallet and backpack 
containing schools books and other items, Redmond said. 

It’s unknown how much money was taken, Redmond said. The victim refused medical treatment 
at the scene. 

Georgia Tech Police also responded to the scene. None of the suspects has yet been identified. 

The robbery occurred in a residential area without surveillance video, Redmond noted. 



�/�
�

(���
�������������
 �

Since Feb. 7, 12 armed robberies have been reported in the neighborhoods surrounding Georgia 
Tech. All but two of the victims were Georgia Tech students. The other two were students at the 
University of Phoenix and Georgia State University, respectively. 

None of the incidents happened on campus property but in nearby neighborhoods under the 
Atlanta Police Department’s jurisdiction. 

Last week, Atlanta police announced three arrests in the May 4 robbery and shooting of Georgia 
Tech student Patrick Whaley. On June 10, police arrested Deangelo Love, 17, and Maurice 
Brown, 19, for that attack. They are being held without bond in the Fulton County jail on charges 
of aggravated assault, armed robbery and kidnapping. Love is also charged with several other 
charges, including possession of a firearm by a convicted felon. 

Love and Brown were also indicted last week in the kidnapping and shooting of Georgia State 
student Carsten Singh, also on May 4 near the Tech campus. 

Police declined to identify the third suspect. He is being held on unrelated charges and has a 
warrant for the student’s shooting pending, Atlanta Police spokesman Officer Eric Schwartz said. 

The force said it is stepping up patrols in the surrounding areas to combat crime. 
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Athens-Clarke police, University of Georgia police and the Georgia State Patrol staged a 
drunken driving sweep as AthFest entered its second night Friday, and along the way nabbed an 
accused marijuana trafficker and a suspected burglar. 

By the end of the night, four dozen people were charged with DUI after they stopped at one of 
two sobriety checkpoints, one on Commerce Road at Newton Bridge Road and the other on Oak 
Street at Peter Street. 

While law officers issued more than 100 citations for less serious crimes, they also nabbed a 
burglary suspect 10 minutes after the crime was reported. 

Anthony Maurice Howard, 39, of Colima Avenue, was charged with DUI and expired license at 
the roadblock and likely will face with burglary charges when police finish their investigation. 
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An officer at the Oak Street checkpoint around 3:15 a.m. became suspicious when he noticed 
two cases of Natural Light beer, two large packs of cigarette lighters and six cartons of 
Wildhorse cigarettes in Howard’s car. 

He checked to see if any break-ins had been reported recently and learned that Quick Spot at 840 
Hull Road just was burglarized. The items taken from the store were similar to the ones in 
Howard’s car — except three cases of Natural Light were missing. 

The store’s security camera had captured a man who looked like Howard break the front door 
with a rock and steal the beer, cigarettes and lighters, according to police reports. 

Earlier in the evening, officers at the other checkpoint at Commerce Road and Newton Bridge 
Road arrested a man with 25 pounds of marijuana, according to police. 

Wesley Shawn Bush, 37, of Lawrenceville, couldn’t find his license when he pulled up to the 
roadblock, an Athens-Clarke officer wrote in his report. As Bush searched, a passing officer 
caught a whiff of marijuana and a drug dog on the scene confirmed that the Ford Expedition held 
drugs. 

Police searched the SUV and found 21 gallon-sized bags of marijuana and a large amount of 
cash, according to the report. 

Bush was charged with trafficking in marijuana and not having a driver’s license on him. 

Local authorities have set up roadblocks on popular partying nights at least two other times this 
year. 

On St. Patrick’s Day, they arrested 56 for DUI and lodged a total of 268 criminal charges for 
everything from drug possession to probation violation. 

Cinco de Mayo was less busy, perhaps because many University of Georgia students stayed in to 
study for finals. Only five drivers were arrested at checkpoints that night. 
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On the Job: Chief Oris Bryant, GSW 

Robert Griffin  
The Americus Times-Recorder 

AMERICUS June 30, 2009 08:50 pm 
 
— If you have ever driven through the campus of Georgia Southwestern State University (GSW) 
you have probably seen Oris Bryant’s car cruising by. The white Chevrolet Impala, gold and 
blue accents, and emblazoned with GSW Police on the side, chauffeurs Bryant around campus. 
Bryant is the chief of campus police and public safety at GSW, and he starts each day with one 
thing on his mind: the safety of those students who attend the college. “I’m an outside chief,” 
Bryant said. “I don’t like to sit behind a desk too long; usually when I’m sitting behind a desk 



�1�
�

I’m doing paperwork. Most of the time I’m out and about checking on events, and what’s going 
on on campus.” 
 

Bryant has 34 years in law enforcement and the past 24 years as head of public safety, and 
according to him, every day is different. “I get to work about 7:30-8 in the morning, check over 
the reports, and see if there is anything that needs investigating,” Bryant said. “Then, I go around 
to the administration, and Student Life, to see what is going on with them. I check with residence 
hall directors every couple of days to make sure that everything is going well in our residence 
halls, and try to establish a relationship with the kids on campus.”  
 

Police work was never a number one priority in Bryant’s future, but a change of fate made him 
fall into the career. Bryant graduated from Fort Valley College in 1975, with a degree in 
management and a minor in accounting. When his father fell ill a short time later, Bryant 
returned home to Thomasville. “When I graduated in 1975, my father became ill, and since I was 
the oldest with a college degree I had to go home,” Bryant said. “After being there a little while, 
I decided to apply for a position with the police department. Believe it or not, people said I was 
overqualified for police work. The police department, and Mr. John Perry took a chance on me 
and gave me a job.” While working in Thomasville, Bryant helped out with the Junior Deputies 
program, as well as the local YMCA.  
 

Overqualified or not, Bryant is a man who has made his job his passion. The best part to Bryant 
is being able to help a child in need. “You actually get a chance to really assist and help young 
people make that transition from wild and reckless to more conservative and focused,” Bryant 
said. “You get to see them mature from a child to an adult.” Bryant went on to say that the part 
of the job that troubles him some time is the students who cause trouble. “Sometimes, actions 
that you do as a kid result in some consequences, which you would prefer not to have to do, but 
it is part of the process,” Bryant said. Just because it is part of the process does not mean that 
Bryant is not a fair individual. “Even if we have to take criminal action against a child, I’m not 
going to leave the child; they still become part of our family,” Bryant said. “I still have kids who 
come back after they have graduated and see me, and it’s great to see them come back as a 
success.”  

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.  
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