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Off-campus speeders, on-campus issues concern NGCSU police 

����������	
��
������	
���

��
��������������������������������

�� ���!����"����
�����
��#���$�%����$!�&�
�
'!%
��%
���	
����#
��������
����(!�%���
� ��
�!�#	� �!�$!�)��$
��	
������$��	���*!��	�+
!�#���,!��
#
�
-�'���
�.��)
�������!��$
�!((�$
�����
��	
��
����
� �&�
�
/������0�1((�$
��/�%
��
��#	�&�
�
2���	��0��	
��!$�����������	��0�"
 �
�$!�(��
���!�� 	
��%�#������"�������!�����	
�$�%����3�	
������"	�� 
�
������#�����	
��
����%
�� ��!�4$�%����	
��5����
��& �21�
���$��
���6�����!"���	
��
��!��"!���� ��#�)
�
7���!((�$
�8�	�����$
��
����������9:!� �
�$�%�����! ��$
&����!� ��	�)
��!�#�)
��!������	��#& 3�

���
$�!��!(������$�'�(
�����0
�'����
�!���
���!���� �0�!"��#�$	�$0�
�"	
��	
�	
�����	��&�
�
2

 )
�#�!"��(�!%�$�%�����
$����������
����3�	
���� �&�2*!"��	
��$�������$�%�����!��$
&3�
�
����$����������	
��
����%
������$!%�!�
��!(�����"!� �4�������
�$
���(�
���!��$
�!((�$
��&��	
�#�!���	�� ���
"!�0��#������
��	���"��	��	
�;�%�0���,!�����'	
��((  ��1((�$
�������
$
�����	
��
���!�)
����!$���
$!�)
��
�$
���!�
���
�04��&�
�
2�� ����!������!�
�!(��	
�$�!�
���"!�0��#��
����!�� 	������0�!"�!(��
�"

���	
��!��$
��
����%
�������
�	
��(( ��!((�$
�3������'����
�!�&�
�
�	
��$�����6������$��!��!(��	
�*+,'.��!��$
�
<�
��� �(�)
�	����
��������(�!%�������
$
�!(���!�
����
!"�
������	
����)
�����&��� �������
���	���$!%
��$� !�
��!�$!)
���#��	
�"	!�
�!(��!"��!"����	�!�
#��
�������
)
�4#�!"��#�"��	��	
��$	!!� ���
$
������$	� �
��!(��	
��!"��!"��==-���������#������	
��
����#�
!(�,�
)
 ��,�!����#��!"�4	!%
��!���!����!���!!�
��� �0"��&�
�
�	
�
���
��	
�!((4$�%�������
�����"
������$	������� 
�>���
���
$�
���!����
��!��?�#	"����������	
��
"�
�
�����$!���������	
�:�	!!���,�

0����0�$!%��
<&��) 
��,�%��
�	�
#���4?�$�%��(��������
���	
���"��$	&�
�
2�� ��0����!(���%!)��#����#
��3������'����
�!�&�2�	 
�������9���"������%���7!(�!���$!)
��#
���
�8 ����� "
�
����9@!���	���"

0A 3�



��
�

�
,���
�����*+,'.�!((�$�������
��������#��!��������
" ��!�%����������0��#��
$0��!��	
���
���
<���!��	
�
?
���	�����*�������'$�
�$
�=������#&��	����!!%��#�� �����!��������'����
�!���"�����
��
���	
����
�$	��� !�#�


��������'��

�����!����
�
������4	
�)��	!���!�&�
�
������
������	����
����%
���"�����!!���
���
����#�� ��
�(!�$
%
����#�������!"��!"����

�
��&�
�
2

��

���!�����#��	
���

���!"��"	
�
��	
��
�
���� ������
�3�	
�����&�
�
1�$
�!((�$������
$
�)
�����!)���(�!%��	
�+
!�#����
 ����%
���!(�������!�����!���	
��!��������!�����#�
*+,'.�$�%����"�����
����6
$���!�(�
5�
�����

��$	
$ 0������������
�(!�$
%
��&�
�
'����
�!�����5��$0��!������	���	����
����%
���"���� �
$
�)
��!�%!�
��(�!%��	
���$0
����	
��"���
�
	!"
)
�&�����
����	!�
�(�����"����#!��!��	
�,����!( ���	�!�
#�&�
�
2� ���
��������	
���	
%���!"��!"����������!��	�)
�� !��!��	
���$0
���3�	
�����&�
�
'����
�!��������	
�*+,'.��!��$
��
����%
���	������
 �#!�
�����������!�����$!%%�������
����!���!)
��
�	
������(
"��
���&�
�
21���%����!��	����	�(�
���!%
�(�!%�#������#��	
�(!� ���!�"!�0��#�"��	��	
�$!%%������3������'����
�!�&�
2
	
����(�����#!��	
�
�"
�	���(
�$
���������"
����� 
���	
�#��
��$�!�
�������#	�&�7*+,'.���
���
��8���& �
�!��
������
���	!�
��!"�&�?
����� ����0
��	��&3�
�
1�4$�%������(
"��
$
���$	��#
������!��$��%����
�	
� ���#��!�����!�)
������4)
����4�	
%��������
��%!�#�
�	
�����
����!������!�����"
��&�
�
@!��
<�%��
�����
��#
�����0
���"��	�����!!����$!	!� ��
)
��!(��
����	���&�B��!� �����!%���$�����#!��!�6 ���&�
�
2

����������C
��!����!��$��"��	��	
��	
��(( ��!((� $
�!��	!"��!�	����
����
��#
�����0��#�3�	
�����&�
2�	
�
�������!��!���������!���0
�����$0
������#!�	! %
&3�
�
D
����!����%��!)
��%!�
��	���
)
��������
���"	
���	 
�!((�$
�����!��
��"�����#����0��#���$0
��&�*!"��	
 �
6!�����	����
������������!(�$���C
��
�(!�$
��&�
�
2� %��
����#��!�&��� ���

��#�
����3������'����
�!� &�2���(������$!%%�������
����!����� ���!�
��
������ ��
�!����&3�
�
2

 �
��!��!�#
���	
����0��#�*�C���3������
��#	�&�
�
�	���	����
�!��
����%��
��	
�����
����!���%!�
����� �!�����!�$	�$�%�����!��$
�"��	���##
������
�����$	�
����!%
���$���!��
%�������
<������������&�
�
2�� ��#
����#��
��
��3������
��#	�&�2

�	�)
����!�� !(��
!��
��	���"
�(

����
�	�����$!%��#��!���&��	
� �
(

��%!�
���0
��� �����!�
���!!�������	
� �
�$!%(!� ����
&3�



E�
�

�
�������� ��� �	
�������
�� ������ ������� ������ ������ 	� � ������� �	
���� 	��� ����� 	��� ���������� ���
� ������ �� ������ ��
�
�������������������������������������	
��� ��!
��	� ����������"	#��$�!
��%�&��	����
���'()���)*+,�-�

	����FF"""&�	
��	�!�
#���##
�&$!%F����$�
�F����F��F �GF�
"�F�HI��$�%���$!��&�<��

�
�
�����
������
�� �!
���
����"���
��#��$��
��



��
��������������������������

Student leaders are developing a plan to combat campus violence after a rare joint meeting of 
administrators, faculty, staff and students on Tuesday afternoon. The Kilgore Hall meeting, 
which was called by Interim Vice President of Student Services Herman “Skip” Mason, brought 
Campus Police, Gloster Hall, Student Services, the athletics department and other school 
officials together with leaders of the Student Government Association, campus fraternities, and 
other chartered organizations.  
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“Fighting,” Dean Mason said, “degrades the culture, fiber, and fabric of why you’re here [at 
Morehouse] in the first place.”  

Less than a week earlier, Mason shut down all outdoor activities in response to fighting at Hump 
Wednesday and other campus events. The ban remained in place as of press time Tuesday 
evening, but Dean Mason indicated that he may lift the ban depending on student leaders’ ability 
to formulate a plan to address campus violence. 

SGA President Chad Mance led those efforts during Tuesday’s meeting. 

“This is not the place for you,” Mance said to students who would consider “laying a hand on 
their brother.”  

Mance moderated discussion as attendees offered a variety of solutions to the problem of campus 
violence. Those present also discussed varying theories about why the violence occurs in the first 
place. 

Some students raised the issue of Morehouse’s “fractitious” nature, saying that students quickly 
divide and compete based on organizational, fraternal, or dorm allegiances following New 
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Student Orientation. Such students suggested an increased emphasis on campus brotherhood as a 
solution. 

Others said that the problem of campus violence originated with which students Morehouse 
admissions allows into the school, and that therefore, admissions standards should be raised. 

Different departments also offered various solutions. Campus police, represented by Chief 
Vernon Worthy and other officers, emphasized the need for advisors to be present and vigilant at 
campus events.  

Eventually, student leaders were asked to compile the different theories and suggestions into a 
workable, written plan to address student-on-student violence. 

Although the plan was still being formulated as of press time, President Mance said that student 
leaders had agreed on the proposal’s broad points.  

First, in an effort to increase greater cooperation among fraternities, the plan would suggest the 
separation of the existing Greek Council from the President’s Council, placing it under Raphael 
Moffett, and strengthening its presence and engagement on campus. 

Another plan, Mance said, is to hold a Brotherhood Day for Hump Wednesday. The event, 
originally developed by student Ethan Brisby, would involve all campus organizations—from the 
SGA and CASA to campus fraternities—coming together in a public show of unity. 

The SGA also hopes to hold a town hall meeting on the subject of campus violence in the 
coming weeks.  

Visit The Maroon Tiger to see the actual plan when it becomes available. 

Edward Mitchell 

Editor-in-Chief 
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FOX 5 Special: Teaching Campus Safety 

Last Edited: Wednesday, 01 Apr 2009, 7:43 PM EDT 
Created On: Wednesday, 01 Apr 2009, 4:06 PM EDT 

·  Tony Thomas  
·  Edited By: Leigha Baugham | myfoxatlanta.com 

ATLANTA (MyFOX ATLANTA) - The idea of how to react when faced with a life-threatening 
emergency is something most people don't like to think about. A new University of Georgia 
video will soon be released in hopes of teaching college students how to stay safe in the face of 
danger. 

On April 16, 2007, a gunman went on a rampage at Virginia Tech killing 32 people. Just last 
year on February 14, a former graduate student at Northern Illinois University walked into a 
lecture hall and opened fire, wounding 24 and killing six. 

Authorities in Georgia readily admit a similar tragedy good happen in this state on any campus. 

"Most people when they think about crime want to think, someplace else, somebody else. It's not 
going to happen here, it's not going to happen here," said Chief Jimmy Williamson on the 
University of Georgia police. 

To prepare students and faculty for the worst, the University of Georgia and the Board of 
Regents will soon distribute a 10 minute video to all 35 state colleges and universities. 

"I guess that's what we are trying to do with this video, is to make more students and faculty 
leaders [prepared] by giving them more options they can use in an emergency," EMA Director 
Steve Harris. 

The main problem, according to UGA Emergency Management Director Steve Harris, is that 
even though lives may depend on it most people don't think about what they would do until it's 
too late. 

"Sad thing is, you only think about it after you hear about it from another school in the paper," 
said student Suley Ndiaye. 

"I'm actually not sure what my first reaction would be," said staff member Crystal Lee. 

"I guess I'd use my phone to try and dial 911," said student UGA Trent Savage. 

When confronted by an emergency, authorities say people usually do one of two things. People 
either freeze and wait for instructions from someone else or they become a leader who takes 
action and takes charge. 

It’s the reaction of knowing what to do and actually doing it that university authorities say can 
save someone's life and potentially the lives of those around them whether in the classroom, 
office building or grocery store. 
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"React, do something, just don't stand there, whether it's run, barricade or if you're in that 
imminent situation where danger is upon you, fight back," said Harris. 

"It's just little things that we take for granted, that if we'd take a look at and pre-plan, we'd put all 
of ourselves in a better situation," said Williamson. 

Chief Williamson said since the shooting rampage at Virginia Tech, more people are paying 
attention to campus safety. Williamson said many parents arrive on campus and ask questions 
about emergency response and SWAT teams. With the help of the short film, Williamson said he 
hoped students would start paying attention to safety as well. 

"College campuses have never been more than a microcosm of society, so if it's occurring in 
some town, there's a chance it's going to occur on that campus," said Chief Williamson. 

In the next few weeks, the campus safety video, along with other learning materials, will be 
distributed to all 35 state colleges and universities. It will be up to each institution to decide 
when, and to whom it will be shown. 
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Former Savannah State University sophomore Devon James McIntosh was indicted Wednesday 
on an aggravated-assault charge in the November shooting of another student on campus. 

The Chatham County grand jury charged McIntosh, 19, with shooting Quinton Winfield, 22, 
with a handgun on Nov. 21. 

Winfield, also an SSU sophomore, was shot in the abdomen and arm during a quarrel at 
University Commons, a campus residential complex. 

The shooting resulted in a campus shutdown. 

McIntosh was arrested that afternoon after a Savannah-Chatham police dog found him in the 
trunk of his Lexus ES300 parked on the SSU campus. 

During a jailhouse interview with the Savannah Morning News, McIntosh contended he was 
acting in self-defense after he was pummeled by the victim. 

"I just tried to fight back but he was twice my size," he said. 

He remains in custody at the Chatham County jail. 

Based on a Georgia Bureau of Investigation case, the grand jury also indicted McIntosh on 
charges of: 
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-- Possession of a firearm during the commission of a felony of aggravated assault. 

-- Obstruction by concealing himself in the car trunk for several hours while police searched for 
him. 

-- Carrying a concealed weapon while in a school safety zone while on school property. 
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Robberies Have Campus Police on Alert 

Last Edited: Saturday, 04 Apr 2009, 12:02 AM EDT 
Created On: Friday, 03 Apr 2009, 9:40 PM EDT 

·  +
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ATLANTA (MyFOX Atlanta) -   

Georgia Tech police are on alert and students on edge after a series of strong arm robberies in 
and around the campus. 

 Crime alerts have been posted all around the Georgia Tech campus. Police said all of robberies 
occurred within the last two weeks of March and all of them involved someone getting robbed at 
gunpoint. 

Georgia Tech students are looking over their shoulders after a recent series armed robberies. 

"I heard someone was robbed just around the corner here at gunpoint. A lot of people are 
spooked about it," said student Tyler Gibbs. 

Gibbs said he and other students have received e-mailed alerts after six Georgia Tech students 
were robbed. Police said all the cases involved the victims being held at gunpoint and being 
robbed of their possessions or money. 

"We offer safety escorts for students at night if they're walking home alone. We advise all 
students that if they observe any suspicious behavior to call police department right away," said 
Georgia Tech Police Lt. Mark BeBe. 

Police said they are not why they're seeing a recent spike in robberies on and around the campus. 

"I don't know why. It could be something with the economy," said Bebe. 

Campus police said they have increased foot, bicycle, motorcycle and squad car patrols around 
the campus. Students are advised to keep track of e-mail alerts and to remain vigilant. 

"It kind of detours me from coming to the library at night, unless I know somebody or I'm going 
to walk with somebody or somebody is going to drive me back to my room," said student Dale 
Clay. 
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Georgia Tech police said the buddy system is always a good idea.  
Investigators said the description of the culprits involved in the robberies are pretty much the 
same in each case -- African American males, teens to 20s and wearing hoodies. 
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GCSU's Public Safety 
 
*Began as a security force, and then became a state-certified law enforcement agency. 
 
*Has a 500 yard jurisdiction all around property owned or leased by GCSU. This includes much 
of the downtown area. 
 
*Is able to respond first to any on-campus emergencies. 
 
*Deals with situations regarding both students and the community of Milledgeville. 
 
*Patrols using bikes, cars, golf carts and foot patrol. 
 
*Also retrieves keys locked in cars, jump starts dead car batteries, maintains SNAP and crime 
prevention programs. 
 
*Contains a staff of 16 state-certified officers. 
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The female who reported being assaulted by an imposter policeman last week was arrested on six 
charges of giving false information to law enforcement Thursday afternoon, according to GCSU 
Public Safety's Robert Butler. 
 
The 22-year-old former GCSU student, reported being assaulted by a phony police officer 
driving an unmarked, silver Crown Victoria, about 10 p.m. Friday, March 13 on Pea Ridge Road, 
about one-fourth of a mile off Highway 441 in Putnam County, according to Butler. 
 
The woman said no cars passed during the span of time she claimed to have been pulled over - a 
busy time for that road, according to Putman County Sheriff Howard Sills. 
 
In her description of the incident to police, the woman described details of the imposter 
policeman sexually assaulting her in ways that were "physically impossible," according to Sills. 
 
Following the incident, the woman had a rape exam performed. The results of the exam will be 
submitted to the crime lab, Sills said. 
 
All six charges of providing law enforcement with false information are in refernce to the one 
report of the imposter police officer. 
 
Detective Robert Butler at GCSU Public Safety advises students to be wary when they are pulled 
over and feel something is suspicious. 
 
"Anytime a female is pulled over late at night they have several options. They can let the 
window down, motion to the person who is stopping them that you are going to pull down to a 
lighted area - convenience store, parking lot or wherever - or they can get on the phone and dial 
911 to verify the person stopping them is a legitimate law enforcement officer," Butler said. 
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Published: Thursday, April 09, 2009 

College students vow to 'Take Back the Night' 

By Curt Yeomans 

cyeomans@news-daily.com 
 
Clayton State University senior Jenny Lewis stopped a group of 30 marchers in front of an apartment building in the 
Clayton Place apartment complex, and pointed to a second-story window. 

Lewis, one of the organizers of the Take Back the Night march, told her fellow marchers that inside the window was 
the room she stayed in during her freshman year at Clayton State. That bedroom was where the guy she was seeing 
that year tried to force her into letting him be her "first." 

As she pointed, Lewis said the window represented, in her mind, what happened that night. 

"Right up there is my story," Lewis said. "That's where it happened. That's why it's so important to me that we do this. 
If it can happen to me, it can happen to anyone." 

This is Sexual Assault Awareness Week at Clayton State. In addition to the Take Back the Night march and 
candlelight vigil, the school also held a presentation Tuesday entitled "Sexual Assault and the History of Seduction: A 
Community Conversation." 

During the Take Back the Night march, which was organized by the Psi Chi National Honor Society for psychology 
students, marchers walked from the Lawson Amphitheater to the university's student housing facility, Lake Hall, and 
on to the Clayton Place apartment complex, where several students at the university live. 

As they walked, the marchers chanted slogans like "Students unite, take back the night!" and "Strong students, proud 
students, together tonight, no more fright, together we fight!" 

Once the marchers got to Clayton Place, they stopped and read sexual assault statistics through a bullhorn so 
residents in the complex could hear what was being said. The statistics came from brochures from the Jonesboro-
based Southern Crescent Sexual Assault Center. 

The center assists people from Clayton, Fayette, and Henry counties, and works with as many as 300 people a year, 
said Keri Williams, a victims services coordinator for the center. Among the statistics were figures, such as 1-in-6 
men, and 1-in-4 women will be the victim of a sexual assault. 

"Sixty-six percent of sexual assault victims know their attacker," Williams said. "It's not the stranger in the dark."  

Clayton State Police Chief Bobby Hamil said his department has not been called to respond to any domestic violence 
or sexual assault cases in at least a year. "If they [cases of sexual assault] have been happening, they haven't been 
reported," Hamil said. Only 1-in-10 rapes are reported, according to the statistics from the Southern Crescent Sexual 
Assault Center. 

Psi Chi President Megan Stone said one of the problems is that victims tend to be afraid of the stigma of being a 
sexual assault victim.  

"We wanted to spread awareness around campus, and to let students know they have a voice," Stone said. "The 
statistics are national stats, but they can't be totally accurate because those are only the reported cases." 
 
Hamil said he has been meeting with students once a month since February, and added students have asked his 
department for a self-defense class. Hamil plans to offer the class before the school year ends next month.  
 
According to the national Take Back the Night web site, "[r]ape, sexual assault, sexual abuse and domestic violence 
are often labeled 'crimes of silence' because of low reporting rates and social discomfort with their public discussion. 
Some victims never tell anyone because they are afraid of being labeled a sexual assault victim." 
 
Officials from the organization wrote on its web site that there are two different stories about the origins of the Take 
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Back the Night movement. In one instance, the organization's roots may lie in late 19th-Century London, when 
women protested "the fear and violence" they faced on the streets at night, according to the web site. 
 
The other story listed on site, says the roots may lie in the belief that the first rally was held at the International 
Tribune on Crimes Against Women in 1976, in Belgium. The first U.S. rally took place in 1978, in San Francisco, 
when women protested pornography and shared stories about how it affected their lives, according to the Take Back 
the Night web site. 

The Take Back the Night web site lists several resources available to victims of sexual and domestic abuse, including 
the National Sexual Assault Hotline (1-800-656-4673), and the National Domestic Violence Hotline (1-800-799-7233). 
The Southern Crescent Sexual Assault Center can be reached at (770) 477-2177. 

- 
 
On the Net: 

Take Back the Night: http://www.takebackthenight.org/ 

�

Photo by Curt Yeomans/// Clayton State University j unior Ashley Mattox (left), and Megan Stone, a grad uate of the university and 
the president of its Psi Chi National Honor Society  chapter, were some of the 30 students and faculty members who participated in 
a Take Back the Night rally Wednesday. �
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“Arrive Alive,” is a popular term adopted by many driving schools and programs generally in 
relation to drinking and driving and other bad habits on the road, but “Arrive Alive” is something 
to remember while driving during bad weather.  

Chief of University Police, Ken Brown, explains that speed is the number one area of concern 
when driving in inclement weather.  

“Speed is your main adversary. Slow down. Concentrate on your driving” he said.  

Also, remembering to wear a seatbelt at all times when in a vehicle is an area of concern.  

According to The Governor’s office of Highway Safety, “over 10,000 lives are saved every year 
by safety belts in the United States.”            

In addition to these very important rules of a more general nature, Chief Brown suggests being 
prepared at all times, in the event of bad weather happens suddenly.          
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Brown describes a simple kit that can be assembled by anyone to their own particular needs 
including, blankets, a poncho, or a first aid kit. Of these, Brown points to three essentials: a 
flashlight, fix-a-flat, and jumper cables.            

In the event of a thunderstorm, Brown insists drivers should “wait it out.” 

“If it’s a thunderstorm in South Georgia, it’s usually going to pass relatively quickly, so if it gets 
too bad, just pull over, turn your emergency flashers on, and just wait it out. 30 minutes is not 
worth your life,” he said.            

In the unlikely event drivers are on the road during a tornado, they should immediately find an 
overpass and exit the vehicle into a ditch or low-lying area, according to Brown.            

“The best thing to do is, don’t be on the road in a situation where a tornado is present, but if you 
are, and sometimes you can’t help it, it is very hard to outrun a Tornado, and you don’t know, 
and sometimes can’t see where a tornado is heading,” he said.             

In the event of flash flooding, drivers are encouraged to stay away from any water coming across 
the street. This is an indication, according to Brown, that the road may be impassable he 
said.             

As a main point Brown stresses to readers, if there is water coming across the street don’t try 
crossing it.             

“You may think you can cross it,” he said, “but as low as a lot of cars are, it doesn’t take much 
water to float them, and although you think your car won’t float, it will float,” he said.             

If a vehicle gets swept up in a current it will eventually begin to sink which could end up fatal for 
the driver.            

Lastly, when roadways are wet at all, the danger of hydroplaning is a concern.  

Hydroplaning happens when tires lose traction with the pavement, and when brakes are applied, 
generally lock up, and the driver looses control of the vehicle. According to Brown, a majority of 
people don’t understand hydroplaning can happen with any amount of water present, even a 
small amount.           

“If you do lose control of your car,” he said, “don’t panic. If you don’t have Automatic Brake 
System (ABS), pump your brakes, and slow down gradually. When you have slowed enough, 
gradually, then get back on the road in a safe manner,” said Brown.          

In all situations involving a vehicle, drivers of every age should always remember to pay 
attention, and slow down.         

By keeping in mind these few safety tips, this season, and all-year round, you too can “Arrive 
Alive,” when behind the wheel.  
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Student Sasan Nematbakhsh is currently demanding justice - from the Public Safety Department.  

�

A student catches some Zzz’s in the Student Center. Sasan Nematbakhsh (not pictured above) is requesting a public apology from the Public 
Safety Department after an officer woke him up in the Student Center around 10 p.m. on April 1 and forced him to leave, even after he presented 
his student ID. Photo by Adeolu Adebayo. 

Nematbakhsh reported that he attended the KAB-sponsored “Casino Nite” on April 1 along with 
some friends who had carpooled with him. Due to a headache, he decided to rest on one of the 
couches outside the University Rooms before the event started. 

Around 10 p.m., he was woken up by Officer Bell, a campus police officer working the night 
shift, who told him that he had to leave campus. 

“He had a bad attitude, and the first thing he told me was that I needed to leave campus and he 
had to escort me out,” said Nematbakhsh. 

Nematbakhsh then handed Bell his student ID in order to prove that he was a student. 

“Since he was giving me an attitude for no reason, I thought he thought I was homeless,” said 
Nematbakhsh. 

After presenting his ID, Nematbakhsh was still told that he would have to leave. He was then 
escorted out of the Student Center through the front entrance. Nematbakhsh said that he went 
with him “in order to not cause a scene.” His name was then reported to the Public Safety 
Department. 

After being escorted out, Nematbakhsh reported that he walked around to the entrance next to the 
Leaning Man in an attempt to explain the situation to his friends, who were dependant on him for 
a ride home. Bell saw him and alerted other officers via radio and once again escorted him away 
from the Student Center. Nematbakhsh then asked to see Bell’s supervisor. 

Officer Ferree, Bell’s supervisor, then arrived on the scene with another officer. Once Bell 
explained the situation to the other two officers, Ferree told Nematbakhsh that he was caught 
sleeping and had to leave campus. 

“I told him that [Bell] was abusing his power, but [Ferree] just told me that this was the policy,” 
said Nematbakhsh. 
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He was then given five minutes to return to the Student Center and tell his friends what 
happened. 

The next day, he filed a complaint with Lieutenant Tim Murphy of the First Operations Division, 
Kathy Alday, director of Student Life and Chief Ted Cochran, Director of Public Safety. His 
brother also reported the incident to the President’s Office. 

“I felt that Lieutenant Murphy and Chief Cochran were both professionals who helped me out 
and understood the situation,” said Nematbakhsh, who stated that Murphy apologized to him and 
asked if there was any way the Public Safety Department could make it up to him. 

Student wants Public Safety apology after being thrown from Carmichael Center for 
napping 
Nematbakhsh has stated that he wants a public apology from the Public Safety Department.  

Both Alday and Cochran reported that the incident on April 1 was preceded by a mixture of 
students, non-students and homeless people found sleeping in the Student Center at different 
time periods earlier in the semester. One group of students was involved in possible sexual 
activity, and some were found to be there as late as 1-2 a.m. Alday stated that there were no 
policies against sleeping in the Student Center, but “the fact that it is open for 24 hours 
complicates things.” 

Cochran also reported that he initially believed that, due to the previous incidents, if a student 
was caught sleeping in the Student Center, they were to be asked to leave campus. 

“What we were attempting to do was to solve a problem with homeless people and students in 
the center putting themselves in a situation where they can be taken advantage of. What we did 
not do was a good job of hammering out the details,” said Cochran. 

Due to the incident on April 1, a new rule has been enforced concerning sleeping in the Student 
Center. If students are sleeping before midnight, they will not be asked to leave, but if they are 
sleeping after midnight, they will be asked to leave “for their own safety,” according to Cochran. 

“Even though this is a public university supported by public taxes, we cannot compromise the 
safety of our students. We need to be as reasonably cautious as possible. We are also in the 
process of working out establishing set hours for the Student Center. Our goal is to have 
something in place by fall semester,” said Alday. 

Nematbakhsh stated that he plans to follow up with a lawyer to make sure that something like 
this does not happen again. As a senator of SGA, he also plans to bring up the issue and discuss 
students’ rights. 

“I want students to feel comfortable on campus and feel at home. Public safety is here to make us 
feel safe. I don’t want them to harass us. I would also like to thank everyone who has cooperated 
with me, especially Kathy Alday and Lieutenant Murphy,” said Nematbakhsh. 
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Police hot on trail of federal grants 

��	���������������

����
�������

�����������
�������

��������
��
���
 ����������������������
�����������������
������  !�
�

Nearly every law enforcement agency in Northeast Georgia is hoping to snag a piece of $1 
billion in federal grants that will pay new officers for three years. 

Some agencies plan to use U.S. Justice Department economic stimulus grants to fill positions 
that have fallen prey to budget cuts. Others see the grants as a way to expand their ranks without 
having to ask for more local funding. 

Athens-Clarke Police Chief Jack Lumpkin said he needed to apply for $3.5 million to add 27 
officers to his 200-person department to deal with a growing number of burglaries and other 
property crimes. Officers, especially detectives, are overworked and response times are often too 
slow, he said. 

"We think it would make a significant difference in safety, in preventing crime, in fear of crime," 
Lumpkin said. 

The program will pay three years' salary and benefits for officers hired to fill approved positions. 
When the grants expire, local governments are required to pay the officers' salaries for at least 
one more year. 

About 8,000 agencies in the Southeast applied for at least one position to be funded through the 
program. 

Local law enforcement officials scrambled to submit grant applications by the deadline at 
midnight Tuesday. 

Lumpkin appeared at an Athens-Clarke Commission work session late Tuesday night to ask 
commissioners to commit to spending $1.7 million in local tax revenue over six years to train the 
new officers and pay their fourth-year salaries. They unanimously agreed. 

"I don't think I've ever had one person ask me to spend less on police protection," Commissioner 
Kathy Hoard said. 

In Barrow County, Sheriff Jud Smith asked commissioners Tuesday night to sign off on his 
request for 20 new deputies. Barrow commissioners said they were uncomfortable with the 
prospect of coming up with 20 new salaries at the end of the grant's three-year, $2.5 million 
payout but voted to support Smith's proposal. 

"We need more people," Smith told commissioners. "I'm just trying to get it on a free dime for 
three years instead of coming to y'all next year to pay for more positions." 
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Commissioner Larry Wilburn told Smith he would support the grant on the condition that the 
sheriff's office put off hiring 10 of the deputies until commissioners had a better idea about 
whether tax revenue would rebound in the next three years. 

If the Justice Department funds his request, Smith plans to the use the money to hire seven 
jailers, seven road deputies, four courthouse security deputies and two investigators, but he 
expects to receive only part of the funding he's asked for, if any. 

He asked for more than he needed, hoping that at least part of his grant would be honored, Smith 
told commissioners Tuesday. 

"I'm just crossing my fingers that we get something," he said. 

Barrow and Athens-Clarke counties submitted by far the largest grant requests, but most area 
agencies asked for some funding. 

The University of Georgia Police Department has asked for funding for 15 officers, which would 
open up seven frozen positions and add eight officers to cover UGA's future medical campus. 

Most smaller agencies have asked for funding to fill frozen positions or to hire one or two extra 
officers. 

Pendergrass Police Chief Rob Russell has applied for about $130,000, but he's not optimistic. 

"The criteria for the grant don't favor us," Russell said. "They are putting a lot more emphasis on 
crime statistics, and how much crime you've had reported. So it's not geared to help the quieter 
places like Pendergrass. I think we'll probably be at the bottom of the list." 
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The annual Campus Safety Walk took place last week on Thursday. Among the thirty or 
participants were Institute President Bud Peterson, his wife Val Peterson and various other 
members of the administration and student government. 

Jimmy Williams, second-year BME and the incumbent chair of the SGA Planning and 
Development Chair of SGA organized the Campus Safety Walk. 

â€œThe [Walk] is an annual event put on by SGA, allowing administrators and students to 
collaborate on safety issues. This year, with the heightened crime on campus, it was extremely 
important to get President Bud Peterson... [to see]the most imminent areas of safety 
concerns,â�€  Williams said. â€œWeâ€™re going to focus on heightened police patrols in the 
area, better lighting, more safety poles, pretty much anything that can better guarantee the safety 
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of students... Weâ€™re also focusing more on the outskirts of campus this year since those areas 
tend to be... overlooked.â�€  

Although this event is a once a year activity, students shouldnâ€™t think that safety is only 
handled once a year. â€œThe police are committed to this kind of thing regularly. This is just our 
time to reflect on the past year and to do an annual report on what still needs to be done next 
year,â �€  Williams said. 

Williams intimated that the event was marketed to both students and administrators. â€œItâ€™s 
a collaborative event, half and half to both students and faculty. Itâ€™s an opportunity for both 
sides to come together and have an open conversation,â �€  Williams said. 

Jason Middleton, chairman of Parking and Transportation, planned the route the walk would take 
which was the extremities around the campus. However, he felt that the safety walk would be 
more focused on the administrators. 

â€œThe safety walk, I donâ€™t think is too effective in getting things across to students and I 
donâ€™t think thatâ€™s the goal. I think the main goal is making sure the administration is 
aware of what we as students see as problems.â�€  

During the tour, Williams, Middleton and Ian Mayberry, crime prevention officer, would stop at 
various locales and point out recent crimes that had occurred there. They would then explain why 
the crimes might have occurred where they did by offering reasons such as poor lighting or the 
location being the only route available. Afterwards they would offer suggestions or accept them 
from the audience to help alleviate problem. The sites selected to stop at were based on the most 
recent crimes. 

â€œAs you might see here, the Coon area is dimly lit and since Cherry Street is the only access 
to the library, making this place particularly vulnerable for students. Weâ€™re making an effort 
to provide lighting for this area. Additionally, Stingers stop at midnight leading to a problem 
[with those studying late]. One possible solution is the Stingerettes. Unfortunately there were 
also robberies on the other side of the library as well and the crosswalk across from Bobby Dodd 
Stadium is a particularly vulnerable path,â�€  Mayberry said at one stops. 

Additional planned improvements were on North Ave., both along the road and the apartments. 

â€œWe plan to make North Avenue a friendlier corridor,â �€  Williams said. Current plans are to 
demolish an abandoned crosswalk across from the campus on North Ave. and to place street 
lamps alongside the road. 

â€œWe also hope to plant trees along the road,â�€  said Pendleton. When asked if it was because 
criminals were afraid of trees he said, â€œNo, but weâ€™re just trying to make the place look 
nicer and better looking.â�€  

There are also plans to install a dining hall and recreation center in the North Avenue Apartments 
too. That would require tearing down gates which would require consolidating the area around 
the apartments and make it safe. 

â€œPlans are tentative right now due to the need to acquire more landâ�€  Williams said. 
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At the very least Williams hopes that the results of the Campus Safety Walk should benefit all 
students even if they didnâ€™t participate in the walk. 

â€œ[The media coverage] should be a great opportunity for this go out and branch to other 
students. With the walk this year, the idea has been focused on upgrading campus safety. 
Campus safety has been upgraded so all twelve thousand student benefit. So while not all 
students might participate in the walk, there is still a large opportunity for various student leaders 
here to put forth concern to their student bodies,â�€  Williams said.  
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In partnership with campus police, the counseling center and other departments at Tech, the 
Office of the Dean of Students has begun tracking patterns of alcohol and substance usage on 
campus in an effort address what is a growing problem in universities across the country. 
Although consumption of alcohol and drugs at Tech is below the national average, incidents over 
the past year have prompted the Institute to take a closer look at related issues on campus. 

Dean of Students John Stein has been holding weekly meetings to review alcohol and drug 
related activity on campus and as a result several measures will be put into effect in the short 
term and in the long term to help curb consumption of drugs on campus. 

â€œWe are tracking information much more carefully this year whereas in the past we really did 
not. The information that we collect comes from students, campus-wide surveys, and we are also 
gathering information about how many students were sent to the hospital on an alcohol related 
incident, and how many students were detained by campus police,â�€  Stein said. 

Stein noted that approximately one-third of the student population at Tech consistently chooses 
to abstain from alcohol. â€œOur numbers indicate that while donâ€™t have a major problem 
with alcohol consumption, for a period of time last semester we were averaging 2 to 3 
hospitalizations every week for alcohol related activity, and that really concerned us,â�€  Stein 
said. 

Most of the students who are written up for alcohol violations on campus are freshmen. Out of 
the 116 total violations that came through the judicial system in the fall, 54 of them were 
committed by freshmen. The judicial system may impose a number of sanctions on a student, 
ranging from a $75 fine to expulsion depending on the severity of the infraction. 

With regards to illegal drug and substance abuse, Stein acknowledged that the most commonly 
abused drug on campus that students are caught with is marijuana. 
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â€œWhen we follow up on a concern about a student reported by a faculty member, relative or 
another student, we do so to try to help them, not discipline them,â�€  said Stein. He encouraged 
students not to take matters into their own hands during an emergency situation, but to â€œmake 
the callâ �€  and not to worry about any disciplinary consequences.  

â€œMy main concern when I go home at night or on the weekends is that students on-campus 
are safe,â�€  Stein said. 

When asked if they felt that alcohol and drug abuse was prevalent on campus, students generally 
responded that although it occurs regularly, it is not out of ordinary on a college campus. Others 
however, expressed concern about over the counter drug abuse. 

â€œBesides alcohol consumption, I think that a growing problem on campus involves students 
taking pills to stay awake or to study,â�€  said Sierra Schmidt, second year BCHM. 

The institute has taken several measures to mollify issues related to drugs and alcohol. Last year, 
a consultant was hired to investigate alcohol and substance abuse on campus. The report that 
resulted out of that investigation included a list of 15 recommendations that will be put into use 
over the short and long term. 

That report played a role in the Instituteâ€™s decision to continue the AlcoholEDU program on 
campus. It also acknowledged that numerous programs to encourage alcohol and drug safety 
were present on campus through entities such as the AA, Greek Life and RHA but they lacked 
coordination. 

Going forward these programs will receive more oversight and resources to send their message 
to the campus community more effectively. 

â€œNo matter how many programs or reforms we come up with to reduce alcohol and drugs on 
campus, we wonâ€™t get anywhere until the students meet us half-way and help us solve the 
problem. Students need to tell their friends when theyâ€™ve had too much to drink or when 
theyâ€™re doing something that is dangerous to their health, only then can we have a safer 
campusâ�€  Stein said. 
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Latest in News 
Police investigate string of ongoing armed robberie s 

 

Written by Charles Minshew    Tuesday, 21 April 2009 15:52  

The Georgia Southern University Police Department is urging students to stay safe in 
the midst of a string of armed robberies in vicinity of the campus over the past month.  

The Statesboro Police Department is currently investigating seven armed robberies that 
have all occurred within one mile of the GSU campus. In all of the cases, the assailants 
have been either one or two unidentified black males. In six of the cases, a gun was 
used and only in one was personal violent contact used. 

According to a report filed by APO Mary Bowen of the Statesboro Police Department, at 
around 1 a.m. on Monday, April 6, a Domino’s Pizza employee was delivering a pizza to 
a Cambridge at Southern apartment when two unidentified black males approached 
him.  
They demanded that the man give them money, and the victim refused according to a 
report from University Police. In this incident, the two men forcibly took $20.  

In an April 14 incident report filed by Officer Nicholas Davis of the Statesboro PD, two 
black males approached a victim at the Pointe at Southern asking the victim for change 
for a $20 bill when one of the men drew a gun on the victim.  

A short time later, Statesboro P.D. took Bobby Charles Cooper, Jr. of Statesboro and 
Titus Glen Robinson of Albany, Ga. into custody. According to the report, the victim then 
positively identified the two men as the assailants. A person in the booking department 
at the Bulloch County Sheriff’s Office said that the charges against Cooper and 
Robinson were dropped the next day and that they were both released.  

In addition to the robberies at Cambridge and the Pointe at Southern, three robberies 
have been reported at University Pines, one at Eagles Landing Apartments and one on 
Robin Hood Trail near Paulson Stadium. Collectively, at least $600 has been stolen in 
the armed robberies since March 20.  

If you have any information about these crimes please contact the Statesboro Police 
Department at (912) 764-9911 or (912) 212-2306 or University Police at (912) 478-
5234. A cash reward is being offered for information leading to the assailants’ arrests. 
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Georgia State area has highest crime rate in city 
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Downtown Atlanta has the city's highest rate of non-violent crimes for the second year running.  
 
According to statistics available through the Uniform Crime Report on the Atlanta Police 
Department's website, Zone 5 accounts for 22% of the total crimes against property in the 
Atlanta metropolitan area. Zone 5 is one of six crime zones throughout the city and includes the 
downtown area, Georgia State University, Midtown, and Old Fourth Ward. 
 
Up by 4% from 2007, Zone 5's larceny rate is almost double that of any other crime zone with 
6,279 incidents compared to Zone 2's 3,936 incidents. It also has the highest number of thefts 
relating to pick pocketing, purse snatching, bicycle theft, theft from motor vehicles, theft of 
motor vehicles parts, theft from buildings, and theft from coin operated machines. 
 
Sgt. D. Hall of the Atlanta Police Department stated that large numbers of homeless people were 
a major contributor to non-violent crime in Zone 5. 
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"For the most part, Zone 5 sees so much theft because of the large influx of homeless," Hall said. 
"That plays a big part, along with the fact that many people leave valuables in plain sight." 
 
Hall also stated that if the amount of non-violent crimes were averaged for all of Atlanta, Zone 5 
would lead every year.  
 
With such a high amount of theft on and near the Georgia State campus, students fall victim to 
theft on a daily basis.  
 
Sgt. Kristal Perkins, head of the crime prevention unit of the Georgia State University Police, 
spoke about the crime rates on campus. 
 
Theft as a whole makes up our highest rate of reports," Perkins stated. "We call it 'theft by 
giveaway,' where people lay their purse down, or leave their laptop out in plain view. Theft is so 
extremely high on campus because of this." 
 
In an attempt to inform students about the risks of theft on campus, the Georgia State University 
Police Department holds informational classes throughout the semester and sends e-mails daily 
with crime summaries to interested students, parents, and staff. 
 
Sensational Subs manager Mike Gagel has worked in the downtown area since 1986. 
 
"We've had our front door smashed in five times now," Gagel said. "They never get much further 
than that. There has been a definite improvement in the area since the GSU Police precinct was 
established in the early 1990s." 
 
The most important tip in avoiding putting yourself at risk is to not leave items unattended or in 
plain sight, Sgt. Perkins advises. 
 
Georgia State student Craig McCoy learned this the hard way. 
 
"I was studying for a test in one of the chairs in the Student Recreational Center when I fell 
asleep for no more than five minutes," McCoy shared. "When I woke up, my book bag, which 
had been in-between my legs, was gone. I lost my laptop, my school books, a Nintendo DS, and 
an iPod." 
 
To find out more about the preventative theft classes held by the GSU Police Department, visit 
their website at http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwupo/. 
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Police gather up arms outside of Brooks Hall Saturday afternoon. 
�

Zinkhan still at large; normal schedule set at UGA 
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Police still had few clues late Sunday about where to find University of Georgia professor 
George M. Zinkhan III, who they believe opened fire outside a small community theater near 
downtown Athens on Saturday, killing his wife and two men. 

Zinkhan, 57, hasn't returned to his North Campus office, his wife's downtown law office or their 
Bogart home, where workmen Sunday replaced the door police broke down. 

He hasn't used his credit cards or cell phone. 

"We've been checking that all day, and we haven't seen that he has (used his credit cards or cell 
phone)," said Athens-Clarke police Capt. Clarence Holeman. 
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Still, police don't consider that lack of activity to be a sign that Zinkhan committed suicide in the 
wake of the shooting. 

"There could be some other avenues that he has taken. He could have borrowed money from 
someone. He knows that we can track those cell phones," Holeman said. 

Police have not found Zinkhan's cell phone signal, Holeman said, likely a sign that the phone is 
turned off. 

The search for Zinkhan is a "50-state manhunt," Holeman said. 

Meanwhile, actors, directors and supporters of the Town & Gown Players troupe left flowers 
Sunday outside the Athens Community Theater in memory of victims Marie Bruce, 47; Tom 
Tanner, 40; and Ben Teague, 63. 

Robert Adams, who lives across the street from the home Bruce and Zinkhan shared, doesn't 
think his neighbor will return, but he'll rest easier when police catch Zinkhan. 

While Bruce was friendly and talkative, Zinkhan was more reserved, Adams said. He didn't 
return neighbors' waves, but he also never showed any hostility. 

He seemed to be an involved father to his 10-year-old daughter and 8-year-old son, Adams said. 

Two weeks ago, the entire family worked in the frontyard, installing a landscaping border and 
planting springtime flowers, Adams said. 

"They were laughing and talking," he said. "They seemed really happy." 

Police arrived at Adams' house Saturday afternoon, almost immediately after the shooting at the 
small theater off Prince Avenue. Officers asked to use his garage to watch Zinkhan's house 
across the street. 

By then, Zinkhan already had dropped off the children at another neighbor's house and vanished. 

"Those kids don't have a mother, and if the police find their father, he'll spend the rest of his life 
in prison," Adams said. "They are such sweet kids." 

Zinkhan has family in Texas, though police had not reached those relatives by late Sunday. 

Without much news on Zinkhan's whereabouts, Athens residents urged police and university 
officials not to discount that the wanted man still is alive and close by. 

"I hope that the university will be on alert and consider the possibility - I don't think it's a 
probability, but a possibility - that he isn't finished yet," said Susan Roell, whose 23-year-old son 
attends UGA. 

Roell was disturbed by a poem Zinkhan wrote about hiking the Appalachian Trail and speculated 
that the marketing professor may be in the woods. 
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"This is very out of character to feel this unsafe in Athens," she said. "You hear of it happening 
anywhere else, but not here." 

Others asked police for more photos to help identify Zinkhan if they run across him. 

Authorities posted photos of an SUV like the red 2005 Jeep Liberty that Zinkhan may be driving 
(with Georgia tag number AIX 1376). 

And late Saturday evening, Athens-Clarke police released a second photo of Zinkhan, an image 
of him looking much older and more haggard than the first picture authorities released. In the 
photo released about 10 p.m., Zinkhan's hair is thinner, his beard bushier and his eyes wrinkled 
with age. 

"It just makes sense to me that if police are covering every possible base, and he may be on the 
run, he may have tried to alter his appearance," said Janet Frick, a psychology professor at UGA. 

She doesn't worry that Zinkhan will return to campus as spring semester winds down next week, 
she said, but she also didn't expect Saturday's tragedy. 

"All evidence is that it was a crime of passion, and he was specifically targeting those people," 
she said. "I can't envision him returning, but I couldn't have envisioned this happening yesterday, 
either." 

Still, a sketch of a clean-shaven Zinkhan would help people anywhere he might go, she said. 

UGA police assigned campus investigators to assist Athens-Clarke detectives and ensured that 
patrolling officers know Zinkhan's photograph and description of any car he might be driving, 
said Chief Jimmy Williamson. 

"Patrol staff is very aware of the situation and officers will be very vigilant," he said Sunday. 

Two other theater members, a father and daughter, were injured by shrapnel in the attack 
Saturday, said Florence King, a member of the Town & Gown Players. 

Their injuries were relatively minor, with no broken bones, and though the father still had 
shrapnel in his foot, both were doing fine late Sunday, King said. 
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No Trace Of UGA Triple Slaying Suspect; Classes Resume Today 

Posted: 5:40 am EDT April 27, 2009Updated: 5:59 am EDT April 27, 2009 
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Police: Few clues in search for UGA’s Zinkhan 
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By CHRISTIAN BOONE, MARCUS K. GARNER 

Sunday, April 26, 2009 

ATHENS — Authorities from Georgia to Texas continued to search Monday for a University of 
Georgia professor suspected of three killings but said they had little to go on. 

Authorities say 57-year-old George Zinkhan III shot his ex-wife and two men to death outside a 
theater near campus while his children remained in his red Jeep Liberty. 

After the shootings, Zinkhan, a respected marketing professor, dropped his children off with a 
next-door neighbor and vanished, police said. He has a home in Amsterdam, Texas, and relatives 
who live in Austin. 

University of Georgia President Michael Adams scheduled a press conference for 11 a.m. 
Monday to discuss the case. 

Zinkhan’s children were in the care of their uncle in another city. 

Zinkhan is wanted for the shooting of his wife Marie E. Bruce, as well as Ben Teague and 
Thomas Cole Tanner. Police and witnesses say Zinkhan opened fire outside the Athens 
Community Theatre Saturday afternoon around 12:30 p.m. The off-campus community theater is 
home to the Town and Gown Players, an acting company of which all three shooting victims 
were members. 

After the shooting Zinkhan returned to his Jeep, where he had left his 8-year-old son and 10-
year-old daughter. He then drove them the 8 miles to neighbor Bob Covington’s house in Bogart. 

He asked Covington to watch the kids because there was an emergency. 
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“He seemed hurried,” Covington said, but not in a way that raised suspicion. 

When officers arrived, Covington’s wife went with the kids to the police station. There they were 
picked up by their uncle, Bruce’s brother. He told them what had happened and took them to 
Augusta. 

Covington lived next to Zinkhan and Bruce for eight years. 

“He wasn’t a guy to start a conversation or to keep one going,” Covington said. “She’s more 
vivacious. She was the extrovert.” 

Bruce built sets for the theater and did all the yardwork, Covington said, adding that Zinkhan 
spent most summers out of town by himself. 

Other neighbors were shocked to learn the usually scruffy Zinkhan was a professor. They said he 
didn’t look like the guy in the widely circulated photo. 

“I thought he was a landscaper,” said Renee Gillick, who lives two houses down. 

Emily Foshee, who’s lived in the area seven years, said the children were often by themselves 
and used to drop by neighbors’ houses unannounced. 

Josh Gurley, a junior marketing major from Smyrna, was a student in Zinkhan’s Marketing 4000 
class about consumer buying behavior. 

Gurley said he last saw Zinkhan in class Thursday. He caught the students by surprise when he 
announced the final exam scheduled for next week was going to be optional for students who 
were satisfied with their current grade. 

Zinkhan was “nice but really weird, kind of off,” Gurley said. “You could tell he was intelligent 
but he seemed somewhat awkward around people.” 

Gurley said there was nothing out of the ordinary about Zinkhan Thursday. 

Gurley said he knew of no students that Zinkhan mentored. “You heard mixed things but other 
than he was an expert he really didnt have much of a reputation among students.” 

On the UGA campus, officials said there is a sufficient police presence and that classes will 
continue as usual on Monday. 

“We see no reason for classes to be canceled,” university police Chief Jimmy Williamson said. 

The university sent a text alert to students Saturday saying that a UGA professor is a suspect in 
an off-campus shooting in the Prince Avenue area. 

UGA Alerts, which began after the Virginia Tech killings in March 2007, are used to let more 
than 25,000 know quickly when there are possible dangerous situations, said Pete Konenkamp, 
university spokesman. 
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Authorities believed Zinkhan was “probably in hiding somewhere” Sunday and believed he 
might be in a state of “desperation.” 

“This guy could be anywhere,” said Capt. Clarence Holeman of the Athens-Clarke County 
Police Dept. “That’s why we have a nationwide search.” 

Zinkhan, a professor in the Department of Marketing and Distribution, had taught two classes, 
one undergraduate and one graduate. The students will be contacted individually on the status of 
their courses, university spokesman Tom Jackson said. 

Holeman said early Sunday they had not received any tips locating Zinkhan, nor had they had 
any hits on his cell phone, ATM use, credit card or passport. 

Police have a lookout on Zinkhan’s 2005 red Jeep Liberty with Georgia license plate AIX1376 in 
all 50 states and have searched in Texas where they said he has relatives. 

Zinkhan, 57, was last seen wearing a polo shirt and blue shorts, according to the UGA Web site. 

Holeman said Saturday three cars are registered to Zinkhan, and police were searching for all 
three. Holeman did not describe the other two vehicles, nor did he disclose their whereabouts. 

“I’ll put it this way,” he said. “We’re focusing on that jeep.” 

Holeman warned the public to be on alert. 

Zinkhan poses “a high level of threat for anyone who comes into contact with him,” said 
Holeman. 

The dragnet focus is in Athens, population over 100,000, but the city 70 miles east of Atlanta is 
intersected by major highways that could have served as escape routes out of town and out of 
state. Bruce, 47, Teague, 63, and Tanner, 40, were shot multiple times, Clarke County coroner 
Sonny Wilson said late Saturday, with Tanner receiving the most wounds. Two other people who 
were wounded by richochets have been released from the hospital. Their identities have not been 
released by police. 

Talk centered on the shootings in the college town, filled with thousands of extra people for this 
weekend’s Twilight Criterium bike event. 

Saturday evening and Sunday morning, some placed candles and flowers near the site of 
shootings. Beth Kozinsky, membership director, said the theater company was hosting a 
homecoming picnic lunch Saturday for current and former members. She and others watched 
Zinkhan walk over from a parking lot and shoot the first victim at close range. 

“We were all in shock,”Kozinsky said. 

Bruce, an attorney, and Tanner had been serving as officers with the theater company, and 
Teague had been involved for several years, she said. Tanner was starring in a production at the 
theater. Teague was married to Fran Teague, a UGA English professor. 

Teague moved to Athens in 1977, according to his self-named site. An avid reader, Teague had a 
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backround in physics and worked as a translator, according to his site. 

Bruce worked in the Athens law firm of attorney J. Hue Henry, who represented the late Jan 
Kemp in her highly publicized lawsuit vs. the university. 

Capt. Clarence Holeman of the Athens-Clarke County Police Dept. said investigators 
interviewed 20 witnesses. He said an argument between the suspect, who was well known to the 
theater group, and an unidentified man immediately preceded the shootings. 

According to Holeman, witnesses told police that Zinkhan left the event and returned a few 
minutes later with two handguns. He fired both guns, Holeman said, and afterward walked away, 
got in a car and drove off. 

Adams released a statement on Saturday: 

“The University community is shocked and saddened at this tragic event. Our first thoughts are 
for safety of the university community and for prompt apprehension of the person responsible. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of all those have been affected.” 

â€” Elissa Eubanks, Kent Miles and Larry Hartstein and the Associated Press contributed to this 
report. 
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(Xinhua) 
Updated: 2009-04-26 09:19 

WASHINGTON -- Three people were killed on Saturday in a shooting incident in the southern US state of 
Georgia, and a professor from the University of Georgia (UGA) was believed to be the prime suspect. 

The shooting took place at an off-campus gathering in Athens, Georgia, where the UGA is located. But 
authorities told local media that the campus is not on a lockdown because of the shooting. 

Sonny Wilson, Athens-Clarke County coroner, confirmed three people were dead, but couldn't provide 



���
�

identities.  

The UGA website issued an alert which identifies George Zinkhan, a professor from the university, as the 
prime suspect of the shooting. 

"George Zinkhan is a white male in his mid-50s with a goatee or beard. ... He was last seen wearing a 
polo shirt, blue shorts, and a backpack. He was last thought to be in a red car in the area of Prince 
Avenue," the alert said.  

Zinkhan is a professor in the department of marketing and distribution at the Terry College of Business, 
according to the university website. 

The incident is being investigated by Athens-Clarke County police, with campus police assisting. 

 

A University of Georgia police officer stops a car while SWAT team members behind Brooks Hall search for Professor 
George Zinkhan, who they believe shot and killed three people at a community theater picnic on Saturday April 25, 
2009 in Athens, Ga. [Agencies] 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2009-04/26/content_7717035.htm 
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Staff photographers Waites Laseter, Jim Diffly, Jake Daniels and Alex Busko with pictures 
from various scenes around Athens Saturday. 

�
Media Credit: JAKE DANIELS 
Members of the UGA SWAT team ready for action. 
�
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Media Credit: JAKE DANIELS 
UGA police on alert at Brooks Hall Saturday afternoon. 
�

http://media.www.redandblack.com/media/storage/paper871/news/2009/04/26/News/Photo.Triple.Shooting.Shocks.
Athens-3726239.shtml 
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VANISHED: An April weekend, changed forever 
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Media Credit: JAKE DANIELS 
SWAT team members walk downtown Saturday afternoon, on the lookout for George Zinkhan. 
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Heavily armed police patrol UGA in wake of shooting 
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ATHENS — Armed police patrol UGA campus in wake of shootings 

University of Georgia police patrolled the campus Monday with semiautomatic weapons as part 
of a stepped-up security effort in the wake of Saturday’s triple slaying at an Athens theater, chief 
Jimmy Williams said. 

Williamson said campus police are using two-officer foot patrols, with one of the two officers 
carrying an AR-15 semiautomatic rifle. 

 “I have no reason to believe they’ll need it but it doesn’t hurt to have that presence,” Williamson 
said. 

Williamson said police believe the suspect, UGA marketing professor George Zinkhan III, has 
left the Athens area. 

“Based on what we know we feel like he’s no longer local,” he said. “Based on what we’re 
seeing and the conclusions that are being made, we just don’t think he’s close by. They’ve 
already told you where they think he may be going. I think that’s a very safe assumption from 
the material that’s been found.” 

UGA President Michael Adams, appearing with Williamson at a morning press conference, said 
“This is clearly the kind of occurrence we don’t expect in a location like this. 

“Our primary focus is the safety and wellbeing of the University of Georgia community. 

“We will operate under a normal schedule…” Adams said. “However, we urge people to use 
caution until the suspect is apprehended.” 

Adams said he knew Zinkhan “casually but not well.” 

Federal authorities said Monday that Zinkhan has a ticket for a flight to the Netherlands for May 
2 and they can’t find his passport. 

Police say Zinkhan has a house in Amsterdam, where he teaches part time. 

In a federal court affidavit Monday, an FBI agent said officials have searched Zinkhan’s office 
and he hasn’t contacted family, friends or students. 

Authorities say they found Zinkhan’s passport wallet, but the passport is missing. 

Police in Athens said Monday they have few leads in the search and hope Zinkhan will make a 
mistake that leads to his capture. 

At a press conference Monday morning at the scene of the shootings, Athens-Clarke County 
Police Capt. Clarence Holeman said police are hoping Zinkhan will “actually make a mistake or 
turn himself in. That’s essentially right now what we’re hoping for because we haven’t gotten 
any tips on where the car may be, no sightings of him or anything like that. So essentially we’re 
just kind of waiting. Hoping maybe somebody might see him and give us a call.” 
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Holeman said there is a possibility Zinkhan could have killed himself. 

“The longer it takes to find him, the more that keeps coming up in my mind,” he said. 

“If he’s alive and moving around, eventually we’ll find him,” Holeman said. 

Holeman declined to say if there was evidence that the shootings were planned. 

“I don’t know if it was premeditated or planned. One part of me tells me it wasn’t planned 
because he brought the kids down here with him and then took them to the neighbor’s house and 
asked them to watch them. If it was planned I think it would have been down just the opposite.” 

Holeman said he believes UGA students are safe: “I don’t feel they’re in danger. The reason I 
say that is because Saturday afternoon Mr. Zinkhan shot the people he intended to shoot and left. 
Nobody else has been harmed and he hasn’t been seen or heard from since.” 

University officials scheduled a press conference for 11 a.m. Monday. 

UGA President Michael Adams, UGA Police Chief Jimmy Williamson and university 
spokesman Tom Jackson will be available to answer questions at the university’s Administration 
Building on campus. 

“We met yesterday afternoon and we were getting so many media inquiries we decided this 
would the best way to to be available to the most people,” Williamson said Monday morning. 

Authorities say Zinkhan shot his wife and two men to death outside a theater near campus while 
his children remained in his red Jeep Liberty. 

After the shootings, Zinkhan dropped his children off with a next-door neighbor and vanished, 
police said. 

The Georgia Bureau of Investigation has joined the search, Williamson said. Zinkhan’s 
computers have been seized and are being searched for information that may tell police whether 
Zinkhan’s actions were premeditated. 

Zinkhan’s children were in the care of their uncle in another city. 

Zinkhan is wanted for the shooting of his wife Marie E. Bruce, as well as Ben Teague and 
Thomas Cole Tanner. Police and witnesses say Zinkhan opened fire outside the Athens 
Community Theatre Saturday afternoon around 12:30 p.m. The off-campus community theater is 
home to the Town and Gown Players, an acting company of which all three shooting victims 
were members. 

After the shooting Zinkhan returned to his Jeep, where he had left his 8-year-old son and 10-
year-old daughter. He then drove them the 8 miles to neighbor Bob Covington’s house in Bogart. 

He asked Covington to watch the kids because there was an emergency. 
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“He seemed hurried,” Covington said, but not in a way that raised suspicion. 

When officers arrived, Covington’s wife went with the kids to the police station. There they were 
picked up by their uncle, Bruce’s brother. He told them what had happened and took them to 
Augusta. 

Covington lived next to Zinkhan and Bruce for eight years. 

“He wasn’t a guy to start a conversation or to keep one going,” Covington said. “She’s more 
vivacious. She was the extrovert.” 

Bruce built sets for the theater and did all the yardwork, Covington said, adding that Zinkhan 
spent most summers out of town by himself. 

Other neighbors were shocked to learn the usually scruffy Zinkhan was a professor. They said he 
didn’t look like the guy in the widely circulated photo. 

“I thought he was a landscaper,” said Renee Gillick, who lives two houses down. 

Emily Foshee, who’s lived in the area seven years, said the children were often by themselves 
and used to drop by neighbors’ houses unannounced. 

Josh Gurley, a junior marketing major from Smyrna, was a student in Zinkhan’s Marketing 4000 
class about consumer buying behavior. 

Gurley said he last saw Zinkhan in class Thursday. He caught the students by surprise when he 
announced the final exam scheduled for next week was going to be optional for students who 
were satisfied with their current grade. 

Zinkhan was “nice but really weird, kind of off,” Gurley said. “You could tell he was intelligent 
but he seemed somewhat awkward around people.” 

Gurley said there was nothing out of the ordinary about Zinkhan Thursday. 

Gurley said he knew of no students that Zinkhan mentored. “You heard mixed things but other 
than he was an expert he really didnt have much of a reputation among students.” 

On the UGA campus, officials said there is a sufficient police presence and that classes will 
continue as usual on Monday. 

“We see no reason for classes to be canceled,” Williamson said. 

The university sent a text alert to students Saturday saying that a UGA professor is a suspect in 
an off-campus shooting in the Prince Avenue area. 

UGA Alerts, which began after the Virginia Tech killings in March 2007, are used to let more 
than 25,000 know quickly when there are possible dangerous situations, said Pete Konenkamp, 
university spokesman. 
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Authorities believed Zinkhan was “probably in hiding somewhere” Sunday and believed he 
might be in a state of “desperation.” 

“This guy could be anywhere,” Holeman said. “That’s why we have a nationwide search.” 

Zinkhan, a professor in the Department of Marketing and Distribution, had taught two classes, 
one undergraduate and one graduate. The students will be contacted individually on the status of 
their courses, university spokesman Tom Jackson said. 

Holeman said early Sunday they had not received any tips locating Zinkhan, nor had they had 
any hits on his cell phone, ATM use, credit card or passport. 

Police have a lookout on Zinkhan’s 2005 red Jeep Liberty with Georgia license plate AIX1376 in 
all 50 states and have searched in Texas where they said he has relatives. 

Zinkhan was last seen wearing a polo shirt and blue shorts, according to the UGA Web site. 

Holeman said Saturday three cars are registered to Zinkhan, and police were searching for all 
three. Holeman did not describe the other two vehicles, nor did he disclose their whereabouts. 

“I’ll put it this way,” he said. “We’re focusing on that jeep.” 

Holeman warned the public to be on alert. 

Zinkhan poses “a high level of threat for anyone who comes into contact with him,” said 
Holeman. 

The dragnet focus is in Athens, population over 100,000, but the city 70 miles east of Atlanta is 
intersected by major highways that could have served as escape routes out of town and out of 
state. Bruce, 47, Teague, 63, and Tanner, 40, were shot multiple times, Clarke County coroner 
Sonny Wilson said late Saturday, with Tanner receiving the most wounds. Two other people who 
were wounded by richochets have been released from the hospital. Their identities have not been 
released by police. 

Talk centered on the shootings in the college town, filled with thousands of extra people for this 
weekend’s Twilight Criterium bike event. 

Saturday evening and Sunday morning, some placed candles and flowers near the site of 
shootings. Beth Kozinsky, membership director, said the theater company was hosting a 
homecoming picnic lunch Saturday for current and former members. She and others watched 
Zinkhan walk over from a parking lot and shoot the first victim at close range. 

“We were all in shock,”Kozinsky said. 

Bruce, an attorney, and Tanner had been serving as officers with the theater company, and 
Teague had been involved for several years, she said. Tanner was starring in a production at the 
theater. Teague was married to Fran Teague, a UGA English professor. 

Tanner, 40, was one of the lead actors in the Town and Gown Players’ play “Sherlock Holmes: 
The Final Adventure.” He was a professor at Clemson University, according to the Greenville 
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News, serving as director of its Regional Dynamics and Economic Modeling Lab at the Strom 
Thurmond Institute of Government and Public Affairs. He had been at Clemson since July of 
2007 after leaving UGS’s Carl Vinson Institute of Government. 

Teague moved to Athens in 1977, according to his self-named site. An avid reader, Teague had a 
backround in physics and worked as a translator, according to his site. 

Bruce worked in the Athens law firm of attorney J. Hue Henry, who represented the late Jan 
Kemp in her highly publicized lawsuit vs. the university. 

Holeman said investigators interviewed 20 witnesses. He said an argument between the suspect, 
who was well known to the theater group, and an unidentified man immediately preceded the 
shootings. 

According to Holeman, witnesses told police that Zinkhan left the event and returned a few 
minutes later with two handguns. He fired both guns, Holeman said, and afterward walked away, 
got in a car and drove off. 

Adams released a statement on Saturday: 

“The University community is shocked and saddened at this tragic event. Our first thoughts are 
for safety of the university community and for prompt apprehension of the person responsible. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of all those have been affected.” 

â€” Christian Boone, Marcus Garner, Elissa Eubanks, Kent Miles and Larry Hartstein and the 
Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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University President Michael Adams, University Police Chief Jimmy Williamson and Assistant 
Vice President for Public Affairs Tom Jackson addressed the media on the steps of the 
Administration Building Monday morning, in the wake of Saturday's triple homicide thought to 
be by University professor Georgia Zinkhan. 
 
Adams and Williamson both said all appropriate measures are being taken to make the 
University's campus safe. 
 
"We will deploy without regard to expense any means necessary to provide for the safety of our 
students and our faculty," Adams said. 
 
While armed UGA police officers continue to roam campus on foot with semi-automatic AR-15 
rifles, Williamson said that "our campus is very safe." 
 
"We operate under the philosophy that it's better to have the equipment and not have the need 
than to have the need and not have the equipment," Williamson said. 
 
"I have no reason to believe they'll need it, but it's better to have them in a situation like this." 
 
Adams again stressed that the University will operate on a regular schedule this week, but said 
he could not comment on any part of the ongoing investigation. 
 
Both Adams and Williamson expressed strong belief that Zinkhan was no longer in the Athens 
area, but under the advisement of Athens-Clarke County Police would not reveal their reasoning. 
Adams announced Zinkhan has been fired and his nameplate taken off his office door. 
 
"We encourage everyone to execute caution until the suspect is apprehended," Adams said. 

 

Media Credit: JAKE DANIELS 
University of Georgia police officers patrol campus Monday with automatic weapons. 
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Media Credit: JAKE DANIELS 
University President Michael Adams talks with the media Monday as UGA Police Chief Jimmy Williamson (left) 
and Vice President for Public Affairs Tom Jackson look on. 
�

UGA delayed alert after triple slaying 

By Laura Diamond 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Tuesday, April 28, 2009 

University of Georgia officials waited an extra 20 minutes Saturday to warn students and faculty 
about an off-campus triple slaying because they wanted to make sure the suspect — marketing 
professor George M. Zinkhan — didn’t receive the message. 

College police Chief Jimmy Williamson said he was worried about how Zinkhan would react if 
he saw the message. The alert went out later than usual because officials had to figure out how to 
remove the professor from the system, he said. 

“We didn’t know what he would do or who he would hurt if he saw the alert,” Williamson said. 
“We’ve never been in this situation before. He may not have done anything, but we needed to be 
prudent.” 

Daniel Carter, director of public policy for the safety watchdog group Security on Campus, never 
heard of a college taking such steps. 

“I appreciate their situation, but in those 20 extra minutes the suspect could have gotten on 
campus,” Carter said. “The first priority must be to get the warning out accurately and quickly.” 

The incident happened about 12:30 p.m. off Prince Avenue. Williamson received a call from 
Athens-Clarke County police about 1 p.m. As more information emerged, Williamson wrote an 
alert to include details about where the shooting occurred, Zinkhan’s vehicle and the direction he 
was traveling. The university sent about 62,000 individual alerts about 2 p.m. 

The college put the UGA Alerts system in place after the Virginia Tech killings in 2007. Other 
colleges, including Georgia Tech, use similar emergency notification programs to send texts, e-
mails and phone calls when there are dangerous situations, such as tornado warnings. 
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Messages go out in batches, so it can take up to 30 minutes to send them all, Williamson said. 

“It’s not instantaneous like CNN on your hip,” Williamson said. “It’s never going to be that. Our 
priority is to give them good information as soon as we can get it to them.” 
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Manhunt for UGA Professor 
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ATHENS, Ga. (AP) The manhunt for a University of Georgia professor suspected in the 
shooting deaths of his wife and two men shifted away from this campus town Monday as the FBI 
revealed he has a plane ticket for the Netherlands later this week and left behind an empty 
passport wallet. 
 
George M. Zinkhan has not been seen since the shootings near campus Saturday, and law 
enforcement agencies nationwide have been enlisted in the search for the marketing professor, 
authorities said. His relatives also have been working to help Athens-Clarke County police and 
the FBI to find him, his brother told The Associated Press. 
 
``We are doing all we can to prevent any additional violence,'' Chris Zinkhan said in an e-mail. 
 
Gunfire erupted at a midday gathering of a local theater group at the Athens Community Theater. 
Killed were George Zinkhan's wife, 47-year-old attorney Marie Bruce, and two members of her 
theater group, Ben Teague, 63, and Tom Tanner, 40. Zinkhan, 57, disappeared after the 
shootings in a red Jeep Liberty. Authorities say they don't know what motivated the shootings. 
 
As classes resumed Monday on the campus where Zinkhan had taught since the 1990s, the 
university announced that the marketing professor had been fired. As a precaution, university 
police carried assault rifles as they patrolled on foot, but University Police Chief Jimmy 
Williamson said investigators believe Zinkhan had left Athens, 70 miles east of Atlanta. 
 
``We feel that he is no longer local,'' Williamson told reporters, though he declined to say why. 
``We just don't think he is close by.'' 
 
Still, the university's president urged everyone to use caution until Zinkhan is found. 
 
A breathless man called 911 to report the shootings to Athens police, according to a recording of 
the call posted on The Atlanta Journal-Constitution's Web site. 
 
``He shot three people, two gunshots to one man,'' the caller told the dispatcher who asked for a 
description, which was provided by another witness. 
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``Tall white male, 50s, goatee beard, I think, wearing blue shorts, like a T-shirt.'' The witness 
told police the man was heading away from town. 
 
Calls by AP to police to obtain the recordings had not been returned. 
 
Delta Air Lines confirmed Zinkhan has a ticket to Amsterdam for May 2, FBI Special Agent 
Gregory McClendon said in a federal court affidavit as part of a criminal complaint accusing 
Zinkhan of flight to avoid prosecution. McClendon said Zinkhan might change the date and try 
to leave early. The documents also include a request for a warrant to arrest Zinkhan and it was 
signed by a federal magistrate judge. 
 
The affidavit did not say when the ticket was bought, although a family friend told investigators 
that Zinkhan's wife had said Zinkhan had scheduled a trip to Amsterdam. A colleague of 
Zinkhan's told authorities the professor had recently purchased a phone that could be used 
internationally. 
 
Warren French, a UGA professor of business ethics and Zinkhan's longtime friend, said Zinkhan 
has traveled to Amsterdam twice a year at Christmas and during summer break for the last two 
years. He has taught part-time at the Vrije Universiteit (Free University) since April 2007. 
 
French said Zinkhan had a voracious intellect, often getting little sleep because he would read 
through the night. French said Zinkhan succeeded him as head of the school's marketing 
department in 1994, and held the job for six years. While passionate about his work, Zinkhan 
never seemed controlled by his emotions, he said. 
 
``As department head, he caught the flak you normally get from faculty members and students. 
He never lost his temper. He just seemed to take it,'' French said. ``This is so out of character for 
him first of all to get mad and second to ever resort to violence of any type.'' 
 
It was after he became department head that Zinkhan met Bruce, who worked there as a student 
adviser and communications director before she went to law school, French said. 
 
He said Zinkhan rarely talked about his wife, though he spoke adoringly of their two children. 
Zinkhan threw a party at their house for Bruce's 40th birthday several years ago, and French said 
he had dinner at the couple's home last year. 
 
``They are both free spirits, and as free spirits, they seemed to be happy,'' French said. 
 
Police said, after the shooting, Zinkhan dropped his two children, ages 8 and 10, with a neighbor. 
Athens-Clarke County Police Capt. Clarence Holeman said are the custody of Bruce's brother. 
 
``I have these children in my house and that's all I can think about now,'' a woman who answered 
the phone at that brother's house Monday who identified herself as his wife. She said the family 
had no further comment. 
 
Bruce's mother, Betty, declined comment when reached by telephone at her home in Augusta. 
Daisy Phelps, who identified herself as Bruce's aunt and Betty Bruce's sister, said Zinkhan, 
Bruce and their children had just celebrated Easter with the family. 
 
``If they were having any type of problems, the family knew nothing about it,'' Phelps said. 
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Phelps said Bruce's friends in Athens also told the family they were not aware of any problems 
between the couple. 
 
``We're all torn up about this. It's awfully hard to talk about it because we just don't understand. 
We don't know why. We don't know,'' Phelps said, crying. ``All we know is my niece is dead.'' 
 
The shooting victims were members of the Town Gown Players, which was staging a 
performance of ``Sherlock Holmes: The Final Adventure'' at the theater. A few dozen members 
of the group were gathered for a reunion Saturday at the time of the shooting. Two others were 
hurt by bullet fragments. 
 
(Copyright 2009 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.) 
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Feds: Prof's passport gone 
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Most approve of UGA's response 
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University of Georgia President Michael Adams speaks to the media as police seek professor 
George Zinkhan 

Police officers patrolled the University of Georgia campus with semiautomatic rifles Monday, 
but UGA students and workers said university President Michael Adams made the right call to 
hold classes as usual Monday in the wake of Saturday's triple slaying. 
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Adams met with top UGA administrators Saturday and Sunday after UGA marketing professor 
George Zinkhan III apparently gunned down his wife and two men at a Town & Gown Theater 
reunion Saturday. All the administrators agreed UGA should go ahead with a normal schedule, 
Adams said. 

Athens-Clarke and UGA police said Monday they don't believe Zinkhan is in Clarke County. 

"I guess if he'd shot people on campus or students were the intended target (I might feel unsafe)," 
said first-year law student Colby Cohen. 

But some students said UGA officials should have locked down the campus immediately after 
witnesses say Zinkhan opened fire outside Athens Community Theater, killing Marie Bruce, 47, 
Tom Tanner, 40, and Ben Teague, 63. 

"I think that they should have" locked down the campus, making sure no one left or entered 
campus buildings until police made sure Zinkhan was not on campus, said business student 
Charles Johnson. 

Johnson learned of the shootings when he received an alert from UGA on his cell phone as he 
watched a stock car race in Talladega, Ala., on Saturday afternoon. 

"I think roadblocks around campus would have been good," said junior international affairs 
major Ulyana Stetsenko. 

UGA sent out an alert just before 2 p.m. Saturday, and students soon saw police in riot gear on 
their way to search Zinkhan's Brooks Hall office. 

"As soon as we looked out the window, there was a cop walking by with an assault rifle," said 
Bryan Shivera, who was studying inside the UGA Law Library, which is near Brooks Hall. 

Graduate student Kerry Steinberg said she felt a little anxious about her own safety after she 
received the alert, which UGA sent out to about 34,000 students and 8,000 workers. 

"I did feel a little nervous knowing this unstable person was around and that he was associated 
with the University of Georgia, and I was on campus," Steinberg said. 

"I was actually at home. I was going to study at the Student Learning Center and decided to 
study at home," said Camille Essucy, a sophomore advertising major. 

Calls flooded students' cell phones as their parents heard the news on television and called to 
make sure their children were OK. 

"My mom called. She was freaked out because she thought it was on campus. She thought he 
was on campus shooting students," Stetsenko said. 

"My parents called me because they were watching and wondered if I knew him," said Giannna 
Rankart, a senior marketing major in Cumming. Rankart does not know the man, she said. 

Essucy gave UGA a good review for notifying students and workers about the shootings, as well 
as for updates the university posted Saturday and Sunday. 
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Some 82 percent of the messages sent out by the UGA Alert system got through to recipients, 
UGA Vice President for Pubic Affairs Tom Jackson said. 

The messages that didn't get through went to phones and computers in campus offices, he said. 

"I think they've been doing a good job of keeping us informed. I'm glad we have UGA Alert," 
Essucy said. 

Stetsenko wishes Athens-Clarke County had a similar way to notify tens of thousands of people 
during a local emergency. 

"I wish they would do an Athens alert," Stetsenko said. Some of her co-workers at an off-campus 
job did not know about the shooting when she went to work Saturday evening, she said. 

The three people slain Saturday will be included in an annual UGA memorial service already 
scheduled for tonight, Adams told reporters gathered outside the UGA administration building 
Monday morning. 

The annual memorial, at 7 p.m. outside the UGA Chapel, honors faculty, staff and students who 
died over the past year. 

Although none of the three worked at UGA, all had university connections. 

Bruce was a communications coordinator in the marketing department before she obtained a law 
degree at the UGA School of Law and began a practice in Athens. 

Tanner recently left UGA's Carl Vinson Institute of Government to take a job at Clemson 
University. 

And Ben Teague was married to well-respected English professor Fran Teague. 

As law enforcement agencies sought Zinkhan on Monday, UGA President Michael Adams said 
he has instructed UGA Provost Arnett Mace to "terminate (Zinkhan's) relationship with the 
university." 

Zinkhan, a respected researcher, came to UGA to head the marketing and distribution department 
in the Terry College of Business in 1994. He stepped down as department head after about six 
years, but remained as a professor. 
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Approximately one-and-a-half hours after neighbors heard gunshots from the Athens Community 
Theater, students, faculty and employees received text messages alerting them of the event. 
 
Professor George Zinkhan was not one of them. 
 
University Police Chief Jimmy Williamson said UGAAlert was delayed 20 minutes because 
University police wanted to ensure Zinkhan would not receive the message. 
 
"With UGAAlert, we're trying to be prudent," he said. "Our fear was that if he got the message-
he knows people know he did the crime-but once the UGAAlert was sent out, it jars his memory 
that, 'Oh now, 40,000 people know I did it,' and he may start feeling like he's trapped in some 
way, and do something that none of us were prepared for, like take a hostage." 
 
Williamson said he was initially unsure if Zinkhan's number could be extracted from the list. 
Because this request had never come up before, developing a strategy took time.  
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"We probably could've got it out maybe 20 minutes faster. Our biggest concern was, what if we 
send this description out and he gets it?" 
 
It was discovered later that Zinkhan's only registered UGAAlert contact was a University land 
line. 
 
Williamson and University Police have received criticism that UGAAlert was not dispatched 
quickly enough, but Williamson said there is "a little bit of an unrealistic expectation" when it 
comes to UGAAlert. 
 
"I don't think it's ever going to be as instantaneous as people want it to be, just because 
information is coming in slow sometimes, or we're getting so much information, we can't figure 
out what's correct," he said. "That's not one of these canned messages like the tornado warnings. 
We had to generate it. And you can only do so many characters through text messages." 
 
Williamson, University President Michael Adams and Vice President of Public Affairs Tom 
Jackson held a press conference Monday morning addressing the overall safety of campus and 
the University's role in the investigation. 
 
Adams disclosed that Zinkhan's position at the University had been "terminated." At Brooks 
Hall, Zinkhan's office door nameplate had been taken down Monday morning.  
 
Jackson said 64,000 UGAAlert contacts were successful Saturday, with a contact rate of 82 
percent. "Only a few unsuccessful calls went to offices that were not occupied over the 
weekend," he said. 
 
Adams said he was pleased and proud of public safety efforts made by both University and 
Athens Clarke-County Police. 
 
"Our primary focus has been and continues to be the safety and well being of the students, 
faculty and staff that make up our University of Georgia community," Adams said. "UGA and 
ACC police have done an extraordinary job of providing a strong law enforcement presence as 
we enter the final week of classes and anticipate exams. I have great confidence in their ability to 
provide protection to the campus." 
 
Students attended class as scheduled Monday, but police officers were on foot patrol, carrying 
semi-automatic AR-15 rifles among the hustle of class change. 
 
"AR-15 is a technology that we had in place before Virginia Tech," Williamson said. "After 
Virginia Tech, we found out from our community that they wanted to know we had those means 
available. We now felt today, based on Saturday's events and the community concern, that we 
needed to have that equipment out there with the officers. It's better to have the equipment and 
not have the need, than to have the need and not have the equipment." 
 
Williamson and Adams assured that these measures were only precautionary, and campus is 
"very safe." 
 
"Based on what we know now, we feel that [Zinkhan] is no longer local," Williamson said. 
Jackson and Williamson said they are cooperating with ACC police's requests not to release any 
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information regarding Zinkhan's suspected destination or any other aspect of the ongoing 
investigation. "But I think that's a very safe assumption," Williamson said. 
 
Adams and Williamson also addressed issues of cancelling classes and a campus-wide 
"lockdown." 
 
"We had a full discussion of the pros and cons of [cancelling class], and it was the united 
recommendation of all senior administrators to return to classes as normal," Adams said. 
 
Williamson said a "lockdown" is a "K-12 concept" that would be impossible for the University to 
enact. 
 
"Lockdowns happen every day in K-12 campuses because they are usually a one-building 
facility," Williamson said. "The other thing [students] need to understand is that in K-12, they 
have adults in charge of young people. There are ways to lock doors on campus, but as an adult, I 
can't keep you from going anywhere. All I can do is say, 'I warned you. You're an adult, and you 
have a right.' There's no physical way that we could put up a barrier around campus, there is no 
physical way to lock every door on this campus." 
 
In addition to protecting University staff and students, Adams said he wants to support them. 
 
"We remain very concerned about the impact of this situation on our students and our 
employees, and we will deploy, without regard to expense every resource in an effort to support 
and protect our people," he said.  
 
Meanwhile, authorities are investigating whether Zinkhan had made earlier plans to leave the 
country, which could give clues as to whether the shootings were premeditated. In a federal court 
affidavit filed Monday, Delta Air Lines confirmed Zinkhan has a ticket to Amsterdam for May 2, 
according to Associated Press reports. 
 
"He may change the date and attempt to leave early," said Gregory McClendon, an FBI special 
agent, in the affidavit, which seeks a federal arrest warrant. 
 
ACC Police Captain Clarence Holeman told The Red & Black that authorities plan on being at 
the airport May 2, but Holeman said he doubts that Zinkhan will be there. 
 
Zinkhan's brother, Chris, told the AP in an e-mail that he and family members would work with 
Athens police and the FBI. 
 
"Our thoughts and prayers are with the victims, their families and their friends," Zinkhan said to 
the Associated Press. 
 
However, local authorities are not ruling out the possibility that George Zinkhan has committed 
suicide. 
 
"It is only natural to think he could react that way," Holeman said. "That's just instinctive." 
 
- Contributing: Caitlin Byrnes 
�
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Media Credit: JAKE DANIELS 
Armed University police officers patrol the area around the Terry College of Business on Monday morning.  
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The Maroon Tiger was on the scene last Monday as a suspected carjacker crashed a white 
minivan in-between the Morehouse and Spelman campuses. The suspect then escaped with a 
purse carrying $500, according to witnesses and police officers. A bystander on a motorcycle 
tells the Tiger that he chased the van to the AUC after the alleged thief stole the car at a 
Piedmont gas station. 

Before the crash, the large white minivan tore down Greensferry Ave SW, passing directly 
between Morehouse, Clark Atlanta and Spelman’s campus. The van reportedly made a hard left 
down Henry St SW and barreled through a wire fence left behind from Morehouse’s recent 
garage expansion.   
 
The van was pursued by the motorcyclist, who later identified himself to The Maroon Tiger as 
Brian. As he pulled alongside the van, the motorcycle driver says he blared his horn in an 
attempt to warn nearby pedestrians. At the end of the narrow street he saw his chance to cut off 
the van and swerved dangerously in front of it.  
 
When the van was blocked off near Spelman College’s front gate, the minivan driver threw the 
vehicle into reverse and crashed it on a curb behind the parking garage. The suspect, a black 6’1” 
man in a white T-shirt and baggy jeans, exited the vehicle and fled the scene with a purse 
containing $500 in cash, according to the police. 
 
The chase began at a Shell gas station in Piedmont when the victim, a Georgia State student, left 
her car running at the pump. Her friend Brian, already driving a motorcycle, followed the stolen 
vehicle for miles through Atlanta without police assistance. 
 
“Atlanta Police drove right by me,” Brian said. “And I come here and I’m telling every 
(expletive deleted)body to call 911, and ain’t nobody calling!” 
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The cyclist lost the suspect when he jumped over the locked gate behind May’s Residence Hall, 
and escaped pursuit on foot through campus. 
 
Despite the Omega Psi Phi events taking place that night, few people were aware of the chase. 
Brian says he rode his motorcycle up and down Lee St. shouting for help, but few people 
noticed.   
 
Morehouse and Clark Atlanta officers soon arrived, but the suspect had disappeared. The officers 
say they secured the vehicle and alerted the Atlanta City Police.  
 
When Atlanta PD arrived on the scene, the two front tires of the white minivan were blown, the 
gas cap was open, and the engine was still running. Clark Atlanta Police believe that the suspect 
was a homeless local because of his intimate knowledge of back roads in the A.U.C., but no 
further details have been released. 

Ryan Hunter 
Staff Writer 
TRS346@yahoo.com 

Timothy Sutton 
Contributing Writer 
RedNumberIX@yahoo.com 

�

	����FF"""&�	
%��!!���#
�&$!%F���
<&�	�A!���!�L$!%M $!��
��-)�
"L����$�
-��LE����
�!��
�4$��4�	�
(4
�$��
�4�(�
�4$���	��#4)��4��4��$-$���� L���
"�-��
%��L��

�

Hikers Warned Slaying Suspect May Be In Ga. Mountains 

Posted: 6:34 am EDT April 29, 2009 
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An hour and a half passed Saturday afternoon before University of Georgia officials notified 
students and workers about a manhunt for marketing professor George Zinkhan III, wanted for 
killing his wife and two other people. 

Officials said part of the delay was because Athens-Clarke police needed time to sort out what 
had happened and partly because it took university officials 20 minutes to remove Zinkhan's 
name from the automated notification system so he wouldn't get the alert along with thousands of 
other UGA workers and students. 

Police charged Zinkhan with three counts of murder, saying he opened fire at a reunion of the 
Town & Gown Players theater troupe on Saturday, killing his wife, Marie Bruce, 47, and two 
men, Tom Tanner, 40, and Ben Teague, 63. 

An official with a group that promotes campus safety said much of the time lag between the 
shootings and the "UGAAlert" alarm is justifiable. 

The shootings occurred off campus and UGA officials had to get information from Athens-
Clarke police before activating the alert system, said Daniel Carter, director of public policy for 
the nonprofit organization Security on Campus. 

"Getting the information from another local agency will take some time. I don't think there's any 
significant concern about that," Carter said. 

But Carter questioned the 20-minute delay to purge Zinkhan's contact information from the alert 
system. 
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"Our concern is, as soon as they have the information, the focus should be on warning the 
community," he said. "This is the first time we've seen a situation where there was an identified 
suspect that was taken out of the notification system." 

Police say Zinkhan shot his wife and two men at the Athens Community Theater off Grady 
Avenue about 12:25 p.m. Saturday; the UGAAlert went out about 1:55 p.m. 

"I thought it was an important consideration that the information not get back to the perpetrator, 
because he might act on it," said UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson. 

As far as authorities knew, Zinkhan still had his two children with him when the alert went out, 
Williamson said. 

Athens-Clarke police notified Williamson of the shootings about half an hour after they 
occurred, but it took several more minutes before police sorted out witnesses' statements at the 
chaotic crime scene and got a clear idea of what had happened, Williamson said. 

The automated UGAAlert system sent the emergency alert to more than 60,000 cell phones, 
computer e-mail accounts and hardwired telephones. 

"��#���

����$
���
�������
����
�������
�%&
��
���� �1
��
����(�����
��!(��  !�
	����FF!����
��	
��&$!%F��!��
�F������F�#�M�E����EH E&�	�%��

 

 

Updated: 6:20 a.m. April 29, 2009 

UGA vigil remembers shooting victims 

Associated Press 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

ATHENS — The three victims from Saturday’s triple slaying were remembered Tuesday night 
at a vigil on the University of Georgia campus. 

Authorities across the nation and in Europe, meanwhile, continued to search for marketing 
professor George M. Zinkhan, the suspect in the shootings near campus Saturday. 

Life on campus has largely returned to normal — aside from the police officers carrying assault 
rifles as they patrol school grounds. Campus police believe Zinkhan left the area but say the 
weapons are a precaution. 

The vigil Tuesday night was part of a long-planned annual effort to honor the 22 students, 
faculty and staff who have died during the past academic year. But UGA President Michael 
Adams said it held special significance, and he urged students and residents to look to each other 
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for strength as details of the shootings emerge. 

“We struggle with what we know. And we struggle with what we yet don’t know,” he said to a 
crowd of about 100 who gathered outside a chapel on the school’s campus. 

The shootings took place midday Saturday at a gathering of a local theater group at the Athens 
Community Theater. Killed were Zinkhan’s wife Marie Bruce, a 47-year-old attorney, and two 
members of her theater group, Ben Teague, 63, and Tom Tanner, 40. 

Services for Bruce will be held at 11 a.m. Thursday at Warren Baptist Church in Martinez. 
Burial will be at Westover Memorial Park in Augusta. Visitation will be held Wednesday night 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Platt’s Funeral Home. 

—Staff writer Chip Towers contributed to this report. 
  

 

  
  
Find this article at:  
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/stories/2009/04/29/uga_vigil_zinkham.html?cxntlid=ho
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George Zinkhan III, a marketing professor in the University of Georgia’s Terry College of 
Business, is still at large after Saturday’s shootings.  

UGA’s The Red & Black reported that a homecoming luncheon for members of the Town & 
Gown Performers, a local theater group, was being held off Grady Avenue when the shooting 
occurred. 

According to reports, Zinkhan, 57, arrived at the luncheon with his two children and then 
proceeded to get in an argument with his wife, Marie Bruce. After the argument he quickly 
ushered his children into his car. The next series of events were marked by gunshots and panic. 

Shortly after putting his children in the car, Zinkhan walked up to the front of the Athens 
Community Theater where the luncheon was being held and began firing two guns.  

The first victim, 40-year-old Tom Tanner, director of the Regional Dynamics Economic 
Modeling Laboratory at Clemson University, was helping with set design for the plays. Zinkhan 
then shot and killed his wife while she was standing at the door collecting tickets, said a 
bystander. 

According to the Red & Black, witnesses saw carpenter and set designer Ben Teague confront 
Zinkhan in an attempt to distract him.  

Zinkhan then shot and killed Teague. Two others at the scene were injured by shrapnel.  
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Within minutes police were on the scene. Zinkhan fled the area, and while there were several 
reported sightings, he is still at large.  

Authorities reported he was last seen driving a reddish Jeep Liberty with license plate AIX 1376.  

UGA senior art history major, Sarah Quinn, acknowledged that the series of events certainly 
shook up campus. 

“I was eating lunch with some friends when we got the [UGA] alert all at the same time. It was 
really shocking, because that weekend was Twilight, a big international cycling event, so there 
was a ton of people here,” she said. 

Quinn said that there was “definitely an increased presence” of police on campus, especially by 
the Terry College of Business. 

Students at Georgia Southern were equally stunned by the shooting. 

“It hits real close to home,” said senior marketing major Kyle Setzer whose parents live in 
Athens.  

“It’s scary to know that he was viewed as a respectable professor, and it really makes you think. 
What if something like this could happen here?” 

Captain Laura McCullough of University Public Safety commented on the shooting as “a 
reminder that these types of incidents don’t just happen to ‘other people.”  

“It should be a reminder to all of us to be aware of our surroundings and report any unusual 
activities to proper authorities,” said McCullough. 

Todd Deal, director of the Leadership and Civic Engagement Office on campus, expressed his 
concerns. 

“You always worry about unstable people like that in any environment, not just the university 
environment. There’s more to it than just a domestic dispute, and it really is very scary.” 

According to published reports, Zinkhan cancelled classes and final exams for his students prior 
to Saturday’s shooting, which led officials to question the series of events further. 

“He was normal last week, and he was a very laid back, nice guy. I was shocked when I heard he 
did this. I never would’ve thought this man was capable of something like that. He recently 
decided to make the final optional, which caused some people to believe he had planned the 
shooting in advance, but apparently he has made the final optional in the past,” said Matt Vieson, 
a senior marketing major at UGA.  

“I enjoyed his class, and I’m truly saddened that this has happened,” said Vieson.  
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Students react to false kidnapping report 
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Police Officers were forced to tase the suspect multiple times as he tried to flee, resisted arrest, and continued to 
cause mayhem. 
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