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Fire trucks, police cars and an ambulance blocked off North Wilkinson Street in front of Herty 
Hall as the building was completely evacuated Monday after the fire alarm activated in response 
to smoke in the building. The cause of the smoke, however, was not a fire or a chemical 
explosion as many circulating rumors claimed but a belt on an air conditioning heating unit. 
 
"(The unit) was in (room) 130. The alarm went off on 338 and it went up through shaft," Tom 
Dietrich, Milledgeville fire department chief said. "It was a belt that was broke and wrapped 
around the motor and just got all twisted up and as the motor was spinning, the rubber on the belt 
was just disintegrating." 
 
A strong odor accompanied the smoke which further concerned professors and students. 
Professor Harriet Whipple was teaching when the alarm went off. 
 
"When we came out, we could smell and knew this was real," Whipple said. "When I first heard 
the alarm I said 'Oh heck I didn't know there was going to be a fire alarm today.' Then we came 
out and smelled something I said, 'Oh my god I better get out.'" 
 
Everyone in Herty Hall was able to exit the building without starting a panic or sustaining any 
casualties. 
 
"The smoke detector did what it was supposed to do and everybody exited the building," Dietrich 
said. "It was just one of those things that happens from time to time. It happens everywhere, not 
just here. Unfortunate that it happened, but everything that's in place with the smoke detectors 
and everything, people followed what they were supposed to do. We got a call and we showed 
up and did what we were supposed to do." 
 
The contents of the chemistry labs were of concern due to the large amounts of flammable 
substances in them. 
 
Bryan Jackson from university communications was on the scene. 
 
"Part of the concern is you've got various chemicals, so they generally don't want to send a bunch 
of people into the building until they've identified what kind of substances we're dealing with," 
Jackson said. 
 
Other than the air conditioning unit, the building did not receive any other damage. The smoke 
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was blown out with ventilation fans by the firefighters. 
 
"We had to ventilate all the smoke out," Dietrich said. "Ventilating up is the easiest way, so we 
opened up stairwells and a hatch on the top and blew air into it so that ventilated relatively quick. 
Then we shut those doors and opened the door downstairs on the level 100 floor, and so that took 
a little bit longer because things rise just naturally. When it went in and had to blow down, it 
took longer." 
�

�

�����������	
�������
�����
��������	�������	����	����	������	����������������	 ��������

�

�

�����������	
�������
�����
��������	������������	����	���������	�������������� �

�

�

�	�����
	����� ������
���� �
�
���������	
	��������	��	
������������������������ �� ��������������	���  ���	� �
	����
�!�

�
��������	���!���!�"�����	!"����	�������
��	����	
�� ���	������������
��������	���
�	
��!#$�"���	�!��!%�
	��&'()�'�'!������

�
�



'�
�

���
��������

	����

�	�����������

�����������	�
 

�������! ����
���� "�����
! ���������	���

%	*���	����	�
	"	�$	���+	,!��-.����//��!�!�0���
��� ����
���������,		������	�� �
�1��������������������
���'�!�2�	��	��		3���	��	
����	����	��!�
�
�	����	����	���"������������	
	��	������/���	
"	��� � ���	�4��5�"�����������6	��	��������������,���
�	���	
���������	��	$���	!�1��������	�����	�	��	*�� �	����	�.����������
	�����	���������$	
�"������

	"	�$������	�7�
�
89�������"���������	*�.8������:	���"��1	��.��	���
. �"
�������;����"	���;�
.�8���9���
�	�������	�%<���� 3		��
���"���$	
���	����
�!8�
�
0 �	
���	��
���"�<�
������%	"�����������.���	�,��
� �� �
	�	����
	=��
	������"���	�	�"�����	�����"��	�� ��
��������
��
������"�������	"�
���	��"���=��"3����� �
������	�����������������������!�����	"�&#�������	 �
�
��
��������4��5������	�������	���
����� ����
!�9� ������������	�"�������������
�$��	��	�����""	������ ��
��
�	�
���	�� ��	���	��������	��
	���� ���,�����!�% �	��
��
��������	�������	�4��5�"�����������
��
����	���������	�	$	���� �������	
�������������!�0�� 	*���	����	.�$��"	�"�����������	&������
	��	������
	$	
���	�����	����� �
���	��
��
��������	�	$	���� � ���	$	
	��	���	
���
����.���"������	�	
�	�"���
�
���	�	
�	�"��"�������� �"�����!�
�
:������4���	�.�"��
������
�� �	�$�
���	������	����� �����""������������ 	��.�	*�����	��������	���"��	�� ��
���<�
������%	"��"����	����	� �"	�� �"����������	� �
"	�	��!�
�
8�����������	� �
"	�	����  �"	
��,	 �
	�<�
������%	 "���	
	��		������	"�
�����  �"	
����
	������
��������.�,�������"����������	� �
"	�	����  �"	
��� ����$	
���$	����	���	�����"�� 
����	"�
�������
����"	��  �"	
�.8������4���	�!�
�
4���	�������	��������"��
�	���	�����"��	���������	" �&#�����4��5!��	���������  �"	���"��	�����%	

	���
�������	
	������	�3����"�$	
	�������������� ������� 	�,������������"�����!�0��	���	
���	
������	������� ���
��������������.����	�	$���������	���������	��	���	
 �"����	�������,	����������	�3�������	�"�����	
����� �
��	����3��������	"�&#������������"���	�,������	���� �3	���
	��	�"���3		�����"�������	��� 	���� ���	�4�� 5�
"�����!�4���	�������������	��,��������������������� ���	"�&#�� 
����������	�"�����	
������ �
������	��� �
� ��	���	
���
���,������	���������!�
�
89����������������������"�������	��	���	
�� �9���$	 ���.8������4���	�.�89����>���	������	����	��������� ����	�
��
������ ���	
	���������	
������������"����.�,����  ���	��	���	
����,���	������9�������	������	����	.� ���
����	
���	����	!8�
�
0������
�������
��� ���	�4��5>������	"�&#���
��
��� ����������	��	����	���
	�������	������	�	
�	�"��
����������!�4���	��	*�����	��������	��������������� ���	��������	&�����	��?	���	��	�$	�������	��	����	� .�
����	�����������	����	����	������� �
������	����� � ������	�������.���"�����
	����
�������
�"�����
�����	�!�0��	����	�����	�����
���������	"�&#����	�� ��	
	���������	
������������"����.���"�	��"�������� .�



/�
�

��	��	���	
���
���,����
�	*�
	�	�"��	�.���"�������� �������
����
��	
����"�����!�
�
89�
	���������3�����	"�&#��������
	�������	�.8����� �%	

	��2�
�
���	.�4��5��������
	�������
�������;�
 !�
80 �	
��		������	�<�
������%	"���
��	��.���>����"	� ���3���������� ����	��������3	������	$	
�����	�	��� 	
	.�
9�������,	���	�� ���	� �
�������3������
����������� ���	�.8�2�
�
���	�����!�8�@����	��	�������	
�����9> ��

���	
��	�������	��,����	��	����	������,	��� 	����� ��������	
!8�
�
%�	�	��	����	���
	��
	�������� �
������	���.�,����� 	�����"��	������"���!�����	��������	����� �
���	�
�
��
����
	�����"��
�	�������	�����	"�&#�!�%�	����� � 		����	��"���
	"	�$	��
	���
�������	�
�"	�����
�
�	
$�"	��
�$��	
������	*���	����	�����!�%�	��"����� �����	����	
���������,	����"��
�	��,������	"�&#�.�
,����������"��
�	�������	�"���	����	��	��!�0� ����
 ��	�����	"��	��,��	�������	����,	
�� �����	����
����	��������
	"	�$	���	��	����	��������	������"3�� 	������"3	���	�	����������	������ ���	���"3��	!�
�
84��5������"3	������������
		&�	�
���"3��	� �
����� 	"�&#�.8������4���	�!�86	������
�����A��.���&
A�/.�������	�
������	���	��
��
��!8�
�
0�������	���.� �"�����������
3	
���
	�	�"��
��	���� ��������� �
���	��
��
��.������	��"���,	��� �
�	��
=��"3���� ��� �
������!�%���	�
����
	��,��������	"� &#������ �����������������������������
���!�"��!	�����	
�!�
�
��������	���!���!�"�����	!"����	�������
��	����	
�� ���	������������
��������	���%�
����	
�!����"�!����	"�#�!%	*��&'()�/��!������

�

3/3/2009 12:01:00 AM  

Lawrenceville approves policing agreement with Geor gia Gwinnett College 

By Faye Edmundson 

Staff Correspondent 

LAWRENCEVILLE - The Lawrenceville Council on Monday approved an agreement with Georgia 
Gwinnett College that will allow college police to enforce city ordinances in the part of the campus that 
lies in Lawrenceville. 
 
Lawrenceville's Municipal Court will hear these cases. The council made entering into the agreement 
contingent on review and approval of the agreement by the municipal court judge.�
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Police Search KSU Campus For Escapee Dubbed 'Little Houdini' 

Posted: 4:28 pm EST March 3, 2009Updated: 6:31 am EST March 4, 2009 
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Houdini Inmate Escapes in Cobb County 

Last Edited: Wednesday, 04 Mar 2009, 5:44 AM EST 
Created On: Tuesday, 03 Mar 2009, 4:47 PM EST 

·  Tony Thomas  
·  Edited by Steve Dixon 

COBB COUNTY, Ga. (MyFOX Atlanta) - An inmate nicknamed "Houdini" has escaped from 
police custody again, this time in Cobb County. Authorities said Chris Gay, 34, was being 
transported from Florida to face larceny charges in Tennessee. He escaped from a police cruiser 
when the officer stopped to eat at a Waffle House next to Kennesaw State University. 

The school was put under lockdown while police swept buildings and looked in each car. He's 
accused of stealing a tour bus and a semi tractor trailer in the past and has managed to escape 
twice in the past. 

Police said 30-year-old Chris Gay, who was wanted in Coffee County, Tenn. on charges he stole 
a Wal-Mart truck, escaped on Tuesday when the deputy transporting him there from Orlando, 
Fla., stopped at a Waffle House. 

Cobb County police spokesman Sgt. Dana Pierce said Gay apparently broke out of his restraints. 

Authorities had traffic slowed as they searched cars for the escapee. 

Kennessaw State University released a statement late Tuesday afternoon stating "at 
approximately 5:30 p.m., police officials conducting the search for an escaped prisoner in the 
Frey Road area of Cobb County issued an "all clear" notification to release the "lock down" that 
was placed on the Kennesaw State University campus.  
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After investigating several alleged "sightings" of the escapee in two KSU facilities -- the Science 
Building and the Clendenin Building -- police officers from multiple jurisdictions searched the 
entire KSU campus thoroughly, and the suspect was not located anywhere on the university's 
premises.  
 
Extra police officers in KSU's Public Safety unit have been called in, and patrols will be 
increased throughout the evening and night shifts."  
 
KSU officials said classes remain cancelled at the university for the remainder of the evening to 
"accommodate orderly departures" from the campus. 

Normal operations and classes are to resume on the morning of Wednesday, March 4. 

Cobb County police confirm he's triggered several multi-state manhunts before. In 2007, Gay 
escaped from a prison transport van in South Carolina. 

Police said he stole several vehicles including a Walmart 18 wheeler to get to Tennessee and his 
sick mother. 
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Authorities continue to search for the prisoner. 
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Search For Waffle House Escapee Continues 
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COBB COUNTY, Ga. -- Kennesaw State University was placed on lockdown while police 
looked for an escaped prisoner Tuesday afternoon. 
Classes were later canceled. 
A Coffee County officer stopped at the Waffle House on Frey Road to get his prisoner food 
when the prisoner got out of his restraints and fled toward the college. 
Chris Gay, the prisoner, is wanted for larceny. 
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"Escape Artist" Causes Lockdown At KSU 
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KENNESAW, Ga. -- Kennesaw State University was in lockdown mode for three hours Tuesday 
while police looked for an escaped prisoner. They never found the prisoner, but the campus was 
eventually cleared. Classes were cancelled after 4:30pm.  
 
Thirty-four year old Christopher Daniel Gay got out of handcuffs in a sheriff patrol car from 
Coffee County, Tennessee. A Coffee County Sheriff deputy picked Gay up from the Orange 
County, Florida jail and was transporting him to Tennessee. The deputy stopped for something to 
eat at a Waffle House off of Chastain Road near I-75.  
 
Gay ran from the patrol car onto the Kennesaw State University campus at around 2:30pm. 
Campus officials were notified and quickly sent out e-mails and text messages to students. 
Although students milled around the campus during the lockdown, a warning was blaring from 
speakers around the campus. The alert warned "Violent crime alert. Close and lock all windows 
and doors and do not attempt to enter or exit any buildings."  
 
Christopher Gay is a notorious thief, known for stealing trucks. Law enforcement agencies 
nicknamed him "Little Houdini." He's only 5-feet, 6-inches tall and this isn't the first time he's 
escaped from custody.  
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In 2005 he broke out of a Nashville, Tennessee jail to visit his sick father. In 2007 he escaped 
from a prison van while shackled at the waist, hands and feet. During a search of a nearby 
wooded area police found the chains.  
 
Gay also allegedly stole country singer Crystal Gayle's tour bus in Nashville in 2007. He drove it 
to Florida's Lakeland Speedway where he was arrested.  
 
On Tuesday, Gay fled the Coffee County patrol car and ran across the street to the KSU campus. 
Katie Kennedy is on KSU'S softball team. The team was practicing when Gay escaped. "A 
couple of girls on our team saw the guy running from Waffle House and they found out that he 
had escaped, one of the security guards told us," she said.  
 
Kylie Alliston, a sophomore, stopped for a bite to eat at the Waffle House during the search. "I 
just showed up and there were cop cars out here and news choppers going on it was kind of 
strange just to go to Waffle House," she said. The Coffee County patrol car was still sitting in the 
parking lot. On the front passenger seat of the marked unit were the extradition papers for Gay.  
 
Kennesaw State University spokesperson Frances Harrison said in a statement "The prisoner ran 
for the east deck area of the campus. Police dogs tracked him through the parking deck and 
through the woods to KSU'S Science building.  

After a thorough search, the campus announced an "All clear." Classes were cancelled for the 
rest of the day and resume normally Wednesday morning.  
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KSU fugitive has a history of escapes 

By MARCUS K. GARNER 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Tuesday, March 03, 2009 

Classes at Kennesaw State University resume as normal Wednesday, following Tuesday 
afternoon’s shutdown while police searched for a notorious fugitive known as “Little Houdini.” 

Christopher Daniel Gay, who has a history as an escape artist, remains at large. Kennesaw 
State’s campus reopened at 5:45 p.m. Tuesday, although evening classes were cancelled and 
campus police beefed up night patrols. 

“Normal operations and classes will resume” Wednesday morning, the college said in an update 
on its web site. 

Gay, a 34-year-old Tennessee fugitive, was being moved from Florida to Tennessee when he 
broke out of handcuffs, leg shackles and a chain, then ditched a Coffee County (Tenn.) Sheriff’s 
Department deputy at a Kennesaw Waffle House. 
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“When he opened the door, [Gay] bolted,” said Coffee County Sheriff Steven Graves. “We’re 
thinking he had a key. The chains were all undone and laying on the floor board.” 

The result — two hours of chaos at KSU, as police and canine units searched the campus for the 
repeat thief and escaped prisoner. 

Gay is listed as 5-foot-5, 140 pounds, according to a Nashville police fugitive Web site. Cobb 
County police spokesman Sgt. Dana Pierce said Gay is wanted for larceny and theft charges, and 
isn’t believed to be dangerous. 

Graves said Gay had been arrested in Orlando. Police there checked computer records and found 
he was wanted in Coffee County for stealing a Wal-Mart truck from Manchester, Tenn. 

He is also the man suspected of stealing the tour bus of country music star Crystal Gayle, 
allegedly so he could return to Tennessee to see his dying mother. 

In August 2007, Maxim magazine did a cover story about Gay’s exploits, dubbing him “The Last 
Outlaw.” 

“I guess we’ll do a background check the next time we pick up a fugitive,” Graves said. 

Classes at KSU were canceled Tuesday afternoon, and the campus was shut down from 3:45 to 
5:45 p.m., said Pierce. 

Authorities believe Gay first went to KSU’s East Deck area. 

School officials were immediately notified and sent out emergency notices by e-mail, text 
message and phone to everyone on campus, spokeswoman Frances Harrison said. 

Police officers from Kennesaw State, the city of Kennesaw and Cobb County spread out across 
the campus and searched, along with Cobb K-9 teams, Pierce said. 

Cobb police dogs tracked Gay through the campus parking deck and nearby woods to the 
southwest side of campus where there were several sightings reported at KSU’s Science 
Building, Harrison said. 

Police checked cars leaving the campus’ main entrance and passing the Waffle House as the 
lockdown was lifted. 
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Published: 03/04/2009  
By Talia Mollett 
tmollett@mdjonline.com  

KENNESAW - A prisoner being transferred from Florida to Tennessee escaped Tuesday 
afternoon near Kennesaw State University, causing the campus to be locked down for nearly 
three hours.  

As of press time, police were still searching for the fugitive, identified by police as Chris Gay.  

Gay was being transported back to Coffee County, Tenn., after being arrested in Florida for 
allegedly stealing a Wal-Mart truck in Tennessee, according to Cobb Police.  

Police said when the Coffee County deputy who was escorting him stopped at Waffle House off 
Chastain Road for food - the same Waffle House where former KSU President Betty Siegel 
frequents and has a booth named after her - Gay was able to escape.  

Gay was unrestrained and pushed past the deputy, said Sgt. Dana Pierce of Cobb Police.  

"At this point, we do not know the intent of the transport officer," Pierce said, in reference to 
why the fugitive was unrestrained.  

Gay headed toward the KSU campus, police said.  

He was later spotted running toward the East (parking) Deck, said university spokeswoman 
Frances Harrison.  

Harrison said officials were notified at 3:02 p.m. about the fugitive and an immediate alert was 
sent by e-mail, phone and text message to the campus community.  

"After investigating several alleged sightings of the escapee in two KSU facilities (the Science 
Building and the Ann and John Clendenin Computer Science Building), police officers from 
multiple jurisdictions searched the entire KSU campus thoroughly, and the suspect was not 
located anywhere on the university's premises," according to a release from the university.  

The campus was cleared from lockdown at 5:30 p.m., according to KSU. The university called in 
extra police officers to patrol throughout the evening and night shifts. Classes remained 
cancelled Tuesday evening to accommodate orderly departures from the campus, according to 
the university. Normal operations and classes are to resume today.  
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Gay matches the description of a Christopher Gay featured on the America's Most Wanted Web 
site. According to America's Most Wanted, Gay allegedly stole well-known country singer 
Crystal Gayle's tour bus in January 2007.  

Police could not confirm, but Pierce said it is likely the same individual. According to a release 
sent late Tuesday night from Cobb Police, "In the past, (Gay) has stolen a large box-type truck, a 
tour bus and a semi tractor-trailer."  

America's Most Wanted also reported that Gay has escaped police custody so many times, he has 
been nicknamed "little Houdini" by law enforcement officials across the Southeast. Most 
notably, in South Carolina, Gay was shackled at the waist, hands and feet near a prison van when 
he escaped police custody. Nineteen police officers and two K-9 units searched for the fugitive to 
no avail. The officers found Gay's waist chain in the woods during the search, according to 
America's Most Wanted. Gay is described as a white male, 34 years old, approximately 5 feet 5 
inches tall with short black hair and tattoos on both arms. He was last seen wearing a white T-
shirt and black pants. He is believed to be unarmed.  

Anyone with information on Gay's whereabouts should contact police immediately.  
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‘Little Houdini’ still on the loose after Kennesaw escape 
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By RHONDA COOK, MARCUS K. GARNER 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Tuesday, March 03, 2009 

Christopher Gay, known as ‘Little Houdini,’ was never spotted on the Kennesaw State 
University campus Tuesday but the college was still shut down for most of the day because the 
notorious fugitive was spotted headed in that direction, police said Wednesday. 

Cobb County Police Department spokesman Sgt. Dana Pierce said little has changed in the 
search for Gay, at least from a “local standpoint,” but the case is “like any fugitive on the run” 
where area law enforcement agencies are on the lookout for him. 

“I don’t think they are excluding any idea,” Pierce said. “If I would escape from a vehicle, I 
would be far away.” 

Gay slipped out of his restraints at the Kennesaw Waffle House on Frey Road across from the 
campus. The 34-year-old career thief bolted from the backseat when the Coffee County, Tenn., 
sheriff’s deputy opened the door so they could get something to eat. Gay’s restraints were left on 
the backseat. 
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Police almost immediately shut down the campus Tuesday afternoon but classes resumed 
Wednesday morning. Police don’t know if Gay is still in the area but they do not think he is 
dangerous. 

He’s stolen both a Wal-Mart big rig and the tour bus of Nashville music Crystal Gayle, police 
say. Grammy winner Tim O’Brien penned “The Ballad of Christopher Daniel Gay” about him. 

He is described as a 5-foot-5, white male weighing 140 pounds. Cobb County police said he has 
short black hair, a goatee and tattoos on both arms. Gay was last seen wearing a white T-shirt 
and black pants. 

The deputy from Tennessee, Capt. Donnie Thomas, a 40-year veteran, had stopped at the 
restaurant for a meal and restroom stop during the trip from Orlando, where Gay was recently 
arrested, back to Manchester, Tenn. 

“When he opened the door, [Gay] bolted,” said Coffee County Sheriff Steven Graves. “We’re 
thinking he had a key. The chains were all undone and laying on the floor board.” 

What followed was a three-hour search of a locked-down KSU campus. 

“This is the same story,” said Michael Douglas, police chief of Pleasant View, Tenn., who’s 
familiar with Gay’s history. “That’s how he got away before.” 

Gay’s most notorious escapade began as an effort to visit his dying mother. 

Being transported in January 2007 to face charges in Alabama for allegedly stealing an RV, Gay 
slipped away from a pair of policemen at a rest stop in South Carolina, Douglas said. 

Then, Gay stole a pickup truck and drove it nearly 300 miles northwest to Manchester. In 
Manchester, Gay allegedly took a Wal-Mart tractor trailer loaded with thousands of dollars of 
merchandise and drove to Pleasant View, about 30 miles northwest of Nashville. 

“Police get into pursuit with him and chase him into Pleasant View,” Douglas said. “He runs the 
truck into his mother’s front yard, then runs into the woods.” 

News reports — and O’Brien’s song, which was inspired by the event — say Gay was trying to 
visit his mother, Anna Shull, who was dying of cancer. The song, sang to the tune of Woody 
Guthrie’s “Pretty Boy Floyd” mentions the moment: 

“Stole a pickup in Carolina, then a Wal-Mart truck with eighteen wheels. He drove toward his 
dyin’ mama in the Cheatham County hills. And it’s down those lanes and back roads the police 
made their chase. And he almost made her trailer, he almost saw her face.” 

Gay’s mother died weeks later of cancer, on Feb. 7, 2007, according to the Associated Press. 

“I just knew there was a song in there,” O’Brien said on acousticguitarforum.com. “Chris Gay’s 
mother even rhymed for a reporter saying, ‘What he done was wrong, but he knows his mama 
don’t have long’.” 
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After escaping authorities in Pleasant View, Douglas said, Gay made his way to Nashville and 
made off with the Cyrstal Gayle tour bus. 

“He drove it to Florida to a NASCAR race,” Douglas said. 

According to the Palm Beach Post, Gay told the manager of a Lakeland, Fla., racetrack that he 
was there to pick up driver Tony Stewart, but it was discovered that he was driving Gayle’s 
stolen bus. Douglas said Tennessee authorities had been tracking Gay since 2006 for stealing 
heavy trucks and tractors. 

“He started with us, stealing a tractor in Pleasant View,” Douglas said. “He’s stolen almost $1 
million of construction equipment across Tennessee.” 

Florida authorities arrested him a few days ago after discovering he was wanted in Tennessee. 

Back in Tennessee, Sheriff Graves said he wouldn’t be caught off guard again. 

“I guess we’ll do a criminal background check the next time we pick up a prisoner,” he said. 
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By Jacob Lovell 
Staff Writer 
jlovell1@my.westga.edu 
 
Back Campus Drive was abuzz Saturday afternoon with fire trucks and ambulances lined up 
from Gunn Hall to Boyd. Witnesses at the scene reported that a chemical spill had occurred in 
the recently renovated geology building, Callaway.  
 
According to residents in Gunn Hall, emergency responders said that they received a call that 
nitric acid had been spilled and, according to their estimates, there looked to be about half a 
gallon or so of the toxic chemical. 
 
Nitric acid is an oxidizing agent capable of violent reactions with metals and organic chemical 
compounds. These violent reactions may be explosive in nature or capable of catching fire. 
While it is useful in laboratories, nitric acid's power is so considerable that it can be used in 
rocket propellant. 
 
According to a University Police incident report provided to The West Georgian by Lieutenant 
Charlie Marlar, the pool of clear liquid was found and reported by UWG students Kimberly 
Cook and Ashley Manning. The report states that the students said the chemical "wasn't water 
but was very concentrated Nitric Acid." 
 
The University Police contacted the Carrollton Fire Department, who responded immediately, 
bursting through the wooden gate blocking Back Campus Drive and leaving nothing but splinters 
on the lifting mechanism. 
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Along with fire trucks, the Carrollton Fire Department brought its hazardous materials response 
team, replete with spacesuit-like attire and innumerable electronic and chemical testing devices. 
Matt Jordan, Risk Manager with the university's office of Risk Management/Environmental 
Health and Safety, also responded. 
 
In an interview with The West Georgian, Jordan explained what happened next. The hazmat 
team tested the pH of the liquid and determined it was neutral. "The pool was found in front of 
the fume hood" of room 246, and the chemical "was not acid [â€¦] but determined to be rain 
water." 
 
After the hazmat team realized there was no actual threat, they "used that opportunity and turned 
it into a training drill," said Jordan. 
 
When asked if there had ever been any serious hazardous materials emergencies on campus, 
Jordan replied, "Not on my watch. I've been here six years and we've never had any acutely 
toxic, corrosive, or flammable" chemical spills. 
�
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Despite the teeth-chattering 41 degree weather, about a 1,000 people gathered around the 
Campanile Wednesday night for Tech’s 15th annual Take Back the Night (TBTN). In the glow 
of the light from the lavender luminaries set up around the fountain, students and other 
supporters gathered to raise awareness of the issue of sexual violence. 

“Take Back the Night is a really important event to let people know that this is not just an issue 
that you see on TV or the news. One in four women are sexually assaulted during their college 
career. It is something that could happen to your lab partner, or your friend or anyone, so it is 
really important to raise awareness to prevent it or know what to do if it happens to you,” said 
Kelsey Tucker, second year PSYC and TBTN chair. 
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TBTN is held every year during Women’s Awareness Month. This year’s theme was “It takes a 
thousand voices to tell a single story.” 

“Sexual assault is considered a crime of silence, since so many people are afraid to tell someone 
what has happened,” said Andrea Naranjo, second-year INTA, survivor and one of the speakers 
at TBTN. “Take Back the Night is about breaking the silence and removing the stigma from 
sexual violence. Sometimes it is only with the support of others that your voice can be heard.” 

Over the course of the hour, five survivors’ stories were shared, through stories, a poem and even 
a letter to one victim’s attacker. The goal of survivor stories is both to raise awareness that these 
crimes do happen at Tech, to hopefully prevent them in the future and to give victims a safe 
venue to share what has happened and heal. 

“Above all, for survivors this event provides a safe place for them to tell their story… while 
letting people know that they don’t have to be scared to talk if it happens to them or someone 
that they love,” said Rachel Ellen Weinstein, ISyE ’06, survivor and speaker at TBTN. 

Along with the survivor stories, several sexual violence prevention supporters spoke. Ian 
Mayberry, crime prevention officer in the GTPD, spoke on ways to keep safe and to help prevent 
sexual assault. He urged students to be especially careful at parties where they do not know all 
the attendees and to always try to go places in groups. 

Ricky Livingston, the sexual assault/violence prevention coordinator in the Department of Health 
Promotion, talked about the importance in engaging men in sexual violence awareness. 

“Most of the men [on campus] aren’t the problem. Most men are supporting this issue and 
helping out the best they can… Since most of the people who [commit sexual assault] are men, 
what we hope is that, as men, we can look at those who are causing problems and tell them what 
they are doing is not right and help someone that has hurt by this,” Livingston said. 

Six male students came up and read “Spittin Nails” by Rus Funk, a poem about the feeling of 
helplessness and anger a man feels when a loved one is sexually assaulted. 

Rome Lester, a therapist at the Georgia Tech Counseling Center, was the last speaker of the 
night. She not only told students about the many avenues of support students could find if they 
were sexual assault victims, but also she also talked about the strength of the victims that she 
sees and counsels. 

“Over the years, I have been incredibly touched and moved by the mostly women, some men 
who have told me about the after effects of being assaulted... I have never seen such strength as 
in some of those people,” Lester said. 

She also read quotes of how rape had made victims feel, so that everyone could understand a 
little better the devastation felt after a sexual assault. One victim described rape as “shattering a 
pair of sunglasses. The eye becomes exposed to both safe and dangerous intensities of light… 
The eye can no longer see the world as it once did.” 

The night concluded with a candle-lighting ceremony in honor of all the victims of sexual 
violence. A few people lit candles, and then they then passed the flame on to the rest of the 
audience as the G.I.F.T.E.D gospel choir sang “This Little Light of Mine.” 
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“I think that everyone went away with a little more understanding of why this issue is o 
important after hearing the stories of the survivors,” said Nicole Thomas, co-chair for Women’s 
Awareness Month. “Take Back the Night is such an eye-opening event every year.” 

�
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Tuesday, 10 March 2009 15:15  
 
In the early hours of the morning on Friday, March 6, students reported a burglary after 
finding several possessions missing.  

According to police reports, two men wearing identical ski masks made their way down 
the halls of Eagle Village around 5 a.m., checking each 
door down the hall to see which ones were unlocked.  

When they found an unlocked room, they quickly 
stripped it of any valuables, such as Xbox gaming 
systems and laptop computers.  

The men were caught on camera identically dressed in 
black shorts, white shirts, ski masks, and matching backpacks and the incident is 
currently under investigation. A crime alert was issued to every resident of Eagle Village 
detailing the circumstances of the crime and asking for any information students might 
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have.  

“It’s scary that these two guys were just wandering down the hall. It’s nerve racking to 
have to be so protective of your stuff,” said Christiana Kloster, a resident of Eagle 
Village. 

“It’s very scary and uncomfortable that we have to be so cautious in our ‘home,’” said 
Kloster’s roommate, Becky Provus. 

Both University Police as well as University Housing responded quickly to the situation 
and have implored residents to lock their doors and exercise caution. University Police 
was unavailable for comment.  

Vickie Hawkins, director of University Housing, stressed the importance of safety for 
both students and staff regarding this event. 

“Safety and security in a residence hall is our top priority. Informing students of what 
occurred that morning is important, and we are following up with students and staff 
members,” said Hawkins.  

She also stressed the importance of being aware of your surroundings and reporting 
suspicious incidents.  

“We encourage them to report immediately any suspicious behavior. When students 
report incidents early, it helps University Police establish if there is a pattern of which 
buildings have been targeted,” said Hawkins.  

In addition to releasing a crime alert to the students of Eagle Village, there will be a 
special edition of TWIRL (This Week in Residence Life) this week before students leave 
for spring break with tips on how to keep their belongings safe over the break.  

Students with any information regarding the incident, can contact University Police at 
912-478-5234. 
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CSU police train for campus gunman scenario �
�
By Curt Yeomans 
 
cyeomans@news-daily.com 
 
Four Clayton State University police officers were slowly creeping down a hallway in the school's Business and 
Health Science Building Wednesday when a gunman jumped out from behind a corner with a weapon pointed at 
Clayton County Police SWAT team member Sgt. Francisco Romero's head. 
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"You better get out here, or I'm going to shoot him," the gunman yelled at the Clayton State police officers. 
 
"He's got a gun... Please, do as he says, or he is going to kill me," Romero said as he pleaded with the officers. 
 
The gunman then used Romero as a human shield as he dragged the hostage into an empty classroom. Romero was 
then forced to sit in a chair in the back of the classroom as the gunman continued to point the gun at his head. One of 
the Clayton State officers ran into the room and shot the gunman with paint bullets. 
 
"Holster your guns," Romero yelled to the officers. 
 
The situation was not real. It was a training scenario. 
 
The "gunman" was really Clayton County SWAT team member Master Patrolman Ricardo Hill. The SWAT team was 
leading an "Active Shooter" training session for Clayton State's Police Department. The training included a classroom 
session in the morning, and practice scenarios in the afternoon. 
 
"It gives some kind of uniformity when you're working with different agencies," Romero said. "With continuous 
training, hopefully, this will be a tool they can use. This is just a foundation. By no means is this all they have to do to 
be ready when a situation like this really occurs." 
 
Clayton State's Department of Public Safety, which is also the university's police department, coordinates the active 
shooter training with the Clayton County Police Department every two years to make sure campus police officers are 
up to date on SWAT-style training. The school has never had a real-life active shooter situation, said Clayton State 
Police Chief Bobby Hamil. 
 
"We would be the ones who respond first ... so it helps to take a proactive stance," Hamil said. "If any incident did 
occur, we would be familiar with the campus, while the Clayton County Police would be in unfamiliar territory." 
 
Even though there has never been a real-life active shooter scenario at Clayton State, the university was put on 
lockdown in January when students and faculty members reported seeing a man carrying a gun on campus. The man 
was never caught, and the lockdown ended when someone matching his description was seen walking off campus on 
a security video.  
 
Hamil said the situation was still beneficial for his officers. He said he came up with a list of 25 areas where 
improvement was needed after the situation was over. These areas included campus communication, and training for 
building managers and students on what to do in an emergency.  
 
"We had a real-life situation that resulted in no injuries, and no loss of life," Hamil said. "That's one of the best ways to 
train for these types of situations."  
 
Clayton State Police Deputy Chief Rex Duke said the situation in January highlighted the need for frequent training of 
the university's police officers. "We usually really focus on the active shooter unit because that's been really prevalent 
over the last few years," Duke said. 
 
Clayton State Police Sgt. Willie Finley, who has been with the department for 12 years, has now completed three 
active shooter training sessions with Clayton County police. He said it's helpful because the university does not have 
much experience with gunman-type situations. 
 
"It's realistic training, and we don't get that very often around here," Finley said. "But, we have had several of these 
situations [at high schools] in Georgia, so you always have to be prepared... that's something you can't just wait for it 
to happen. You've got to be prepared." 
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Photo by Curt Yeomans/// “Gunman” Master Patrolman Stefhen Loffredo, a member of the Clayton County Po lice Department’s 
SWAT team, walks away from Clayton State University  police officers Wednesday during a training scenar io at the school.  

http://www.news-daily.com/main.asp?SectionID=2&SubSectionID=2&ArticleID=26838 
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Updated: March 11, 2009 11:43 PM  

By Len Kiese -  

ALBANY, GA (WALB) - There are some new wheels on campus as Albany State University's police force finds 
new ways to keep students and staff safe.  

The force bought two new all terrain vehicles with the help of a state grant. On Wednesday, officers were trained on 
how to use them properly and safely.  

Assistant Chief John Fields says the ATV's give them another layer of safety. They'll now be able to secure parts of 
campus that weren't easily accessible before.  

"We've been having complaints of people coming through our campus on three and four-wheelers tearing up the 
grass so we just want them to know that we have the capability to follow you and maybe even arrest you," said 
Fields.  

Fields says students need to be on best behavior also. Officers will use the rides to make sure they aren't up to any 
mischief on campus.  
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Traffic stop yields meth, pipe bomb 
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Barrow County sheriff's deputies called on the University of Georgia's bomb squad after finding 
a pipe bomb in a suspect's car during a weekend traffic stop, according to reports from the UGA 
police and Barrow County. 

Deputies were patrolling on Georgia Highway 316 near Ode Peppers Road about 2 a.m. Saturday 
when they spotted a 1998 Oldsmobile Regency weaving from one lane to another at about 45 
mph, according to a deputy's report. During the traffic stop, driver Ronnie Len Self, of Carolyn 
Street in Auburn, had trouble pulling out his license and was unsteady on his feet, according to 
the report. 

Self told the deputy he had taken drugs earlier in the day and two bags of methamphetamine 
were in the car, according to the report. When the deputy searched the car, he found meth, 
several pipes, wine bottles that had been turned into smoking pipes and a metal pipe wrapped in 
electrical tape with a fuse sticking out of the end. 

Self was arrested and charged with possession of methamphetamine, driving while under the 
influence and manufacturing an explosive device. The bomb was transported to the Barrow 
County Sheriff's firing range where the university's bomb squad destroyed it Tuesday, UGA 
Chief Jimmy Williamson said. 
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Latest in News 
Campus Officials Stress Safety for Spring Break 
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Spring break is only a day away, and with that, students are packing to go home, to the beach, 
across the nation or even abroad. 



'��
�

However, according to the U.S. Department of State, dozens of Americans have been kidnapped 
in Mexico over the past few years due to the rise in drug cartels. With the upcoming exodus of 
students to the country, these conditions are expected to worsen. 

“Dean Lewis had been hearing about it through his networks on the student affairs side but I sent 
him the travel advisory from the U.S. State department,” said University Police Chief Ken 
Brown. 

Brown said he received word of the conditions in Mexico through the Georgia Information 
Sharing and Analysis Center (GISAC) which helps coordinate information to Georgia’s 
authorities. 

“A lot of the cartels are looking forward to a lot of students from the United States coming down 
there and they’re looking at it as a windfall of criminal activity,” said Brown. 

Lewis sent out a notice to students on campus last week regarding the tensions that have arisen in 
Mexico recently. 

Student Government President, Brandon Cook gave a few ways for students to stay safe over the 
break. 

One thing Cook pointed out was for students to be selective in where they travel. 

According to Cook, these issues are more along the border of Mexico where drug trafficking is 
more common. “If you go into [the mainland of] Mexico it’s a lot safer,” Cook said. “Be mindful 
of your location.” 

Spring break is only a day away, and with that, students are packing to go home, to the beach, across the 
nation or even abroad. 

However, according to the U.S. Department of State, dozens of Americans have been kidnapped in 
Mexico over the past few years due to the rise in drug cartels. With the upcoming exodus of students to 
the country, these conditions are expected to worsen. 

“Dean Lewis had been hearing about it through his networks on the student affairs side but I sent him the 
travel advisory from the U.S. State department,” said University Police Chief Ken Brown. 

Brown said he received word of the conditions in Mexico through the Georgia Information Sharing and 
Analysis Center (GISAC) which helps coordinate information to Georgia’s authorities. 

“A lot of the cartels are looking forward to a lot of students from the United States coming down there 
and they’re looking at it as a windfall of criminal activity,” said Brown. 

Lewis sent out a notice to students on campus last week regarding the tensions that have arisen in Mexico 
recently. 

Student Government President, Brandon Cook gave a few ways for students to stay safe over the break. 

One thing Cook pointed out was for students to be selective in where they travel. 
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According to Cook, these issues are more along the border of Mexico where drug trafficking is more 
common. “If you go into [the mainland of] Mexico it’s a lot safer,” Cook said. “Be mindful of your 
location.” 

 Though not all students may have had plans to go to Mexico for Spring Break, both Cook and Brown 
encouraged students to be responsible. 

 “As students travel to different destinations over the break, they need to keep in mind that they are still 
GSU students,” Cook said. “They represent Georgia Southern no matter where they are.” 

“You go down to Florida and you’re flashing your credit card around. The next thing you know, some 
crook’s got a hold of your identity and it takes forever to get that straightened out,” said Brown. 

Brown stressed that regardless of where students do go, they should stick together and not let anyone go 
off alone. 

“They might be mad at you that night, but tomorrow morning they’ll thank you,” he said. 

Meanwhile in Statesboro, Brown says police presence will be elevated to protect vacant apartments 
during break. 

“Statesboro PD and [public safety] will be working jointly to watch over the apartments and the residence 
halls here on campus,” Brown said. “We will increase patrols in the parking lots … and be stopping and 
asking questions of people [who are] just walking around,” he said. 

  As you Prepare to leave for Spring Break, please keep these tips in mind:� 
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·  Do not leave cash or credit cards in your room.  
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THE ENTIRE GSU STUDENT MEDIA STAFF WISHES YOU A FUN  AND SAFE SPRING BREAK! 
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http://www.stp.georgiasouthern.edu/index.php?option=com_content&view=section&layout=blog&id=1&Itemid=53 
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Updated: March 16, 2009 04:51 PM  

By Jim Wallace - 

ALBANY, GA (WALB) - An Albany Police Deputy Chief quit Thursday after he was not 
selected as the top candidate for the vacant chief's job.  

Spencer Rozier, who was one of the final five candidates and the only current APD member 
interviewed, resigned immediately.    

Friday, the Albany City Manager announced Tallahassee Deputy Chief John Proctor as the top 
candidate to replace James Younger. Another of the final candidates says he fully supports that 
choice.    

Albany State University Police Chief Roberson Brown was one of the three finalists. Brown said 
he fully supports Proctor's selection. Brown talked with Proctor after the announcement and 
looks forward to working with him to make Albany safer.      

"It's about the citizens of this community who deserve to have the very best law enforcement 
agency they can have," said Brown. "The city manager has so far selected Mr. Proctor as that 
Chief, and I support this decision."  

Chief Brown spent 24 years with the Miami Police Department before coming to Albany State 
University to head their Police force.  

 

 

 

 

 

©2009 WALB News. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 

http://www.walb.com/global/story.asp?s=10015893 
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UWG professor's laptop stolen, putting personal info of nearly 1,300 students at risk 
By Amanda Kramer 
The Times-Georgian 
Posted: Wednesday, March 18, 2009 8:51 AM EDT 
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A professor’s stolen University of West Georgia laptop could place near 1,300 students and 
faculty members’ personal information at risk for identity theft. 
 
UWG officials went into action and sent a letter to the students and staff possibly affected after 
only recently learning that a music professor’s laptop that was reported stolen last summer even 
contained the sensitive information. The laptop was stolen while he was on a trip to Italy. 
 
The personal information contained in the computer included names, addresses, phone numbers, 
student identifications and social security numbers. 
Kathy Kral, interim chief information officer, said that although the office has received phone 
calls from some of the recipients of the letter sent out by the university, there have been no 
reports of identity theft associated with the theft of the laptop. 
 
Kral said the faculty member did file a report with university police last summer but did not 
indicate that there could be a possible security breach with the sensitive information stored on 
the computer. 
 
When the university began looking into whether the professor had file-sharing software stored on 
the UWG computer he was issued following the theft, officials then learned the previous stolen 
laptop contained the students’ and other staff members’ information, according to Kral. 
“We were lucky that he had trouble with the previous laptop’s hard drive before it was stolen and 
had made a backup,” she said. “That was how we were able to identify whose information was 
stored.” 
 
According to a release from the university, the improperly configured software could have 
allowed exposure of the university files on the Internet. 
 
“Prior to 2004, Social Security numbers were used as the student I.D. number but that is no 
longer the procedure,” Kral said in a released statement. “There has been no report to the 
university that any of that information was actually misused.” 
Kral said the 1,292 people who received notification about the incident were advised to check 
their credit reports with all three credit bureaus to make sure no unusual activity has occurred 
and file a fraud alert on their credit file to monitor credit activity. 
 
The three major credit bureaus are Trans Union, Experian and Equifax. 
 
“My recommendation is that if someone has a laptop that they not store such personal 
information such as social security numbers or use some type of encryption that would make it 
harder (to breach),” she said. 
Anyone with any questions can contact the Incident Security Task Force at 678-839-6585. 
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Scores of arrests at road stops 
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Even a Georgia home game doesn't pack the Clarke County Jail like Wednesday morning's St. 
Patrick's Day revelry, which ended for dozens of people when they pulled up to sobriety 
checkpoints authorities set up around downtown Athens. 

As of late Wednesday afternoon, jailers had booked 65 people arrested by Georgia State Patrol 
troopers alone, according to the jail's Web site. 

Of those arrests, 45 were on DUI charges, but troopers manning sobriety checkpoints pinched 
motorists on other charges, from unlicensed driving to cocaine possession. 

Athens-Clarke and University of Georgia police officers charged 11 other people with DUI at 
other checkpoints. 

On a busy weekend night - especially when fans flock to Athens to see the Bulldogs play at 
home - police typically make about a dozen DUI arrests, according to Athens-Clarke Magistrate 
Court Judge Charles Auslander. 

A magistrate court judge held bond hearings Wednesday morning, but had to cancel a second 
round of hearings because so many people hadn't yet finished the booking process. 

"I've never seen this many in Clarke County," Auslander said Wednesday afternoon. "They are 
still running criminal histories at the jail and catching up on paperwork for us to do bond 
hearings." 

Only 24 of the people arrested by the patrol had made bond by late Wednesday afternoon. 

Jail officials knew in advance about the St. Patrick's Day roadblocks and assigned an extra 
deputy to prisoner intake, but the Lexington Road lock-up still got overwhelmed. 

"Efforts were made to accurately predict the effects of these road checks, however, more 
violators than predicted were brought to the jail," Clarke County sheriff's spokesman Capt. Eric 
Pozen said. 

"Jail staff worked hard all night to process these people into the jail," he said. 

Booze and late night merrymakers kept police busy throughout the county. 

Troopers manned a one sobriety checkpoint near the Lexington Road entrance to the Athens 
Perimeter, UGA officers set up checkpoints on East Campus Road and South Lumpkin Street, 
and Athens-Clarke police stopped motorists on Commerce Road near the Athens Perimeter and 
on Hawthorne Avenue. 

Officers from the three agencies charged 13 people with offenses like underage possession of 
alcohol, possession of open container and public intoxication. 
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Though a police report did not mention if alcohol was involved, a UGA student was arrested 
after he banged on the window of a North Lumpkin Street pizzeria, trying to get in at 2 a.m., and 
took a swing at an employee who told him the business was closed. The student, who was 
wearing a tall green and orange hat, was charged with disorderly conduct, Athens-Clarke police 
said. 

Another intoxicated UGA student told police he was robbed of $72 by two men about 4:30 a.m. 
Wednesday while he counted money he had just withdrawn from an ATM at the corner of East 
Broad and North Thomas streets. 
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Patrol touts sobriety check catch 
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Tallies from the St. Patrick's Day massacre are in. 

Officers who manned sobriety checkpoints outside downtown Athens on Tuesday night and 
Wednesday morning lodged 268 criminal charges against drivers and their passengers, according 
to Sgt. Al Whitworth, assistant commander of Georgia State Patrol Post 32 in Athens. 

Of those charges, 56 were for DUI, Whitworth said, but the police action also snared six people 
who had outstanding warrants and another nine on drug offenses. 

"I think these sobriety checkpoints were a big success," he said Thursday. "If we can take an 
intoxicated or impaired driver off the road, it removes the chance of them going down the road 
and killing somebody or even killing themselves." 

Whitworth estimated that 75 people who were arrested at the checkpoints were booked into the 
Clarke County Jail, several on multiple charges. 

Others were allowed to drive on after officers issued citations for minor offenses like failing to 
wear a seat belt, he said. 

Though police had warned jailers to expect a lot of guests, jail officials were caught off guard by 
the numbers. 

The Clarke County Sheriff's Office added an additional intake deputy, but some offenders were 
at the jail upwards of 20 hours before they could bond out. 

"If they had 10 extra people they still would have been busy all night," Whitworth said. 

Some of the arrested people were mad about the backlog. 
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"We were pretty much packed in there like rats," said Justin Knott, a 22-year-old Elberton 
resident who was jailed on DUI and open container charges. "In our block, there were 22 of us 
and only four seats," he said. 

Knott's car was stopped about 1 a.m. Wednesday at a checkpoint on Lexington Road near the 
entrance to the Athens Perimeter. 

He didn't bond out of jail until 1 a.m. Thursday. 

His mother, Terry Knott, is one of many parents who waited hours for their children to be 
released. 

Young women were leaving the jail in tears, some complaining they weren't given anything to 
eat or drink. 

"It was a nightmare," Terry Knott said. "People would ask the deputies how much longer it 
would take, and they'd say 4:30, then it was 5:30. If I left to get something to eat, I went to the 
bottom of the list" to bond out her son. 

Deputies worked nonstop at all four of the jail's intake computers, according to Clarke County 
sheriff's Capt. Eric Pozen. 

The main reason for the delay in processing prisoners was that the jail only has one fingerprint 
station. 

"The system was overwhelmed," said Pozen. "Our staff performed exceptionally under these 
circumstances." 

Some 50 troopers and officers with Athens-Clarke and University of Georgia police manned 
checkpoints at seven spots as part of a continuing patrol program that seeks out drunken drivers. 

"It was definitely a learning experience because this was our first experience with (Operation) 
Rolling Thunder," Pozen said. "Fortunately, events of this magnitude are rare." 

Rolling Thunder last year was used to target drunken drivers on four UGA football gamedays, 
according to Whitworth. 

The checkpoints on the fringe of Clarke County netted about 300 arrests, mostly on Epps Bridge 
Parkway in Oconee County, he said. 

Officers don't set up in-town checkpoints on gamedays because traffic leaving the 90,000-seat 
Sanford Stadium already causes gridlock. 

"We got in locations where we wouldn't hinder the traffic flow because our priority on gameday 
is to move the traffic out," said Whitworth, who said troopers and police plan more gameday 
checkpoints this year. 
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The female who reported being assaulted by an imposter policeman last week was arrested on six 
charges of giving false information to law enforcement Thursday afternoon, according to GCSU 
Public Safety's Robert Butler. 
 
The 22-year-old former GCSU student, reported being assaulted by a phony police officer 
driving an unmarked, silver Crown Victoria, about 10 p.m. Friday, March 13 on Pea Ridge Road, 
about one-fourth of a mile off Highway 441 in Putnam County, according to Butler. 
 
The woman said no cars passed during the span of time she claimed to have been pulled over - a 
busy time for that road, according to Putman County Sheriff Howard Sills. 
 
In her description of the incident to police, the woman described details of the imposter 
policeman sexually assaulting her in ways that were "physically impossible," according to Sills. 
 
Following the incident, the woman had a rape exam performed. The results of the exam will be 
submitted to the crime lab, Sills said. 
 
All six charges of providing law enforcement with false information are in refernce to the one 
report of the imposter police officer. 
 
Detective Robert Butler at GCSU Public Safety advises students to be wary when they are pulled 
over and feel something is suspicious. 
 
"Anytime a female is pulled over late at night they have several options. They can let the 
window down, motion to the person who is stopping them that you are going to pull down to a 
lighted area - convenience store, parking lot or wherever - or they can get on the phone and dial 
911 to verify the person stopping them is a legitimate law enforcement officer," Butler said. 
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Piedmont nurses prepare for the worst  

By KIMBERLY BROWN 
Thursday, March 19, 2009 2:17 PM EDT 

What would happen if a van hit a crowd of innocent people? And what if that van happened to 
have a mobile methamphetamine lab in the back? 
 
This was the scenario faced by 12 Piedmont senior nursing students on Wednesday, during the 
third-annual disaster drill.  

Dr. Linda Scott, Piedmont's dean of the Daniel School of Nursing, helped set up the scenario for 
the drill, which was held behind the Swanson Center on the Piedmont campus in Demorest. She 
said the seniors knew nothing about the drill. 
 
"Part of the criteria for all nursing students is that they are aware of disaster training," she said. 
"In a real disaster, EMS would be first on the scene, but if it was a huge, catastrophic disaster 
like [Hurricane] Katrina, nurses would be out here doing this, too. So this gives them an 
opportunity."  

Lynn Smith, Habersham Emergency Management Agency (EMA) director, said the drill was a 
full-scale, countywide drill, testing not only the nursing students but also the other agencies that 
responded. They included Habersham Emergency Medical Services (EMS), Demorest police and 
fire departments, Habersham County sheriff's office, public health, Piedmont College Police 
Department, Habersham Medical Center's disaster team, Lee Arrendale State Prison Fire Team 
and Cornelia Fire Department. 
 
Baldwin, Banks County and Habersham County fire departments set up the onsite 
decontamination unit. 

Scott said there were 27 victims in the disaster, with 25 played by junior nursing students. 
 
Blood and wounds for the incident, which included metal embedded in flesh and a 
disemboweling, were created by the Piedmont Theater Department. Victims included an injured 
pregnant woman and several children.  

In this particular scene, the nurses were faced with a large number of casualties. Scott said the 
nurses have to look at each person and evaluate the care they need. 
 
"They have to triage them," she said. "They have to look at all of them and see what they've got." 
 
Because methamphetamine was involved, a decontamination unit was set up and the students 
were walked through what it is like to be decontaminated. 
 
Standing beside the large, yellow decontamination tent, Banks County Director of Public Safety 
John Creasy explained the decontamination procedure. 
 
"People come in and undress, which is a clue for people never to go into the hot [contaminated] 
zone," he said. "They walk to the next section where they're scrubbed off and [we] hose them off 
with water. And we don't have heated water. In the next section, we redress them and move them 
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to the other side. That includes the patients as well. All the medical care takes place on the other 
side [of the decontamination unit]." 
 
Part of the lesson for the nursing students was that, in the case of a contaminated scene, they 
have to care for the patients after the patients are decontaminated. 
 
"We wouldn't provide medical care on the hot zone side," Creasy said. "Everything would be 
done after they had been deconned and had gone through." 
 
"Something like this becomes a crime scene," he said. "We'd hold [the scene] for a private 
hazmat company. If it involved a meth lab, DEA [Drug Enforcement Administration] would get 
involved. They would come out with a private company on contract to do cleanup, including our 
mess. All of our suits, everything we contaminated, we'd leave it for them because it's all 
hazardous materials." 
 
Creasy said nurses or caregivers should never go into a contaminated area. 
 
"Our goal was to get them out of the hot zone as quickly as we could and keep them from being 
more contaminated, and get them cleaned off in a position where they can care for the patients," 
he said. 
 
In a real-life scenario, Creasy said, it's hard for the nurses to know what to do, because there is 
not a safe and unsafe side until the decontamination unit is set up. 
 
"If we don't clean them up here, we'll take them to the hospital and we could contaminate the 
hospital, the ambulances and everything," he said. 
 
Smith thinks the drill went very well. She said it also thoroughly tested the 9-1-1 center staff, 
because the students who were feigning injury all called 9-1-1 at the same time. 
 
"We were very pleased with the way everything went," she said. "We had live calls going on in 
the middle of it, so it did test my people to see how far they could go." 
 
In addition to answering the calls, both real and simulated, 9-1-1 staff had to make sure the 
coroner was en route, call for mutual aid from surrounding counties and cities, as well as calling 
EmoryFlight to send helicopters. Smith said, because it was a drill, no helicopters actually were 
dispatched. 
 
"We wanted to test everybody and see where our weak points were and learn from them," Smith 
said. 
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An escaped convict entered campus on Tuesday, March 3, prompting the first-ever use of the 
campus’ Connect-Ed Mass Notification System.  

Chris Gay, a convict being transported from Florida to Tennessee, escaped police custody when 
the officer transporting him stopped to eat at the Waffle House on Frey Road. Reports stated that 
he was not armed. 

Law enforcement officials soon discovered that Gay had a history of escapes that earned him the 
nickname “Little Houdini.” His flight on March 3 was his third this decade. His most famous 
escape occurred in 2007 when he broke out of a prison transport van in South Carolina. He then 
proceeded to steal a pickup truck, which he drove to Manchester, Tenn. There, he commandeered 
a Wal-Mart tractor-trailer containing several thousand dollars worth of merchandise, which he 
drove to Pleasant View in order to visit his dying mother. The feat was mentioned in a ballad by 
Tim O’Brien, a songwriter in West Virginia and winner of a 2005 Grammy Award. 

At 3:44 p.m. on March 3, an e-mail was sent to all the KSU crisis managers, directing them to 
lock down their buildings. Cobb County police dogs tracked Gay from the East Parking Deck 
through the woods to the Science Building. At 3:48 p.m., the building was evacuated and all 
inhabitants were moved to Parking Lot A. Several sightings were confirmed in the Science 
Building. 

All other buildings were shut down, but the situation differed from a normal lockdown in that 
people were allowed to leave their designated areas but were not allowed to enter other 
buildings. At 4:30 p.m., all classes were cancelled for the remainder of the day.  

“It’s possible that the term ‘lockdown’ is inappropriate for college campuses,” said Kemper 
Anderson, Assistant Director of Public Safety at KSU. “The authorities cannot hold someone 
over age 18 who has not committed a crime. We can inform people of the risks, but we cannot 
stop them from leaving.”  

Anderson reported that due to the Connect-ED Mass Notification System, a provider used by 
several schools in the University System of Georgia, they were able to get the word out about the 
escaped fugitive quickly and efficiently. 

“The good thing about [Connect-ED] is that it tells people what’s going on and what we want 
you to do in response to the situation. We got a lot of positive feedback yesterday,” said 
Anderson. 
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“They moved us all to the A lot so they could empty the building and get a look at everyone,” 
said Charley Hobgood, a sophomore who was in the Science Building at the time. “There were 
no problems once we got out. It was handled really well.”  

Not all students, however, were willing to cooperate with the crisis managers, such as a female 
student who attempted to get back into the library after leaving. When she was not granted 
access, she began to argue with the officer at the door. 

“She just started crying and freaking out, and was going on about her mom being on the phone 
with the KSU police,” said Cale Jackson, a senior who witnessed the event.  

“It just surprises me how callous some people can be. They have no concern about anyone else in 
the room or anyone out there. They are just concerned with themselves. It makes it hard for these 
people to do their job,” said Rex Kienel, a writing instructor who also witnessed the event.  

At 5:30 p.m., police officials issued an “all clear” notification to release the “lockdown.” 
Additional police were called in, and patrols were increased throughout the evening and night 
shifts. The fugitive was not apprehended that night. 

On March 4, KSU president Dan Papp sent out an email to the KSU community that recapped 
Tuesday’s events and thanked everyone involved for remaining levelheaded. 

“Thanks to everyone for handling yesterday’s situation regarding the escaped Tennessee prisoner 
so calmly and professionally. The entire KSU community should be pleased with the way that 
we all responded. I would especially like to thank the KSU Public Safety Department for its 
quick and professional actions, and for the way in which it interacted with the other police 
jurisdictions that were involved in the search for the escaped prisoner,” he said in the e-mail. 

Classes and normal operations also resumed on Wednesday. 

On March 9, the Department of Strategic Security & Safety developed a survey in order to gain 
insight on students’ experiences during the lockdown situation. 

The survey showed that 37 percent of the students learned of the situation through a voice 
message, 34 percent through an SMS, 20 percent through another person, 6 percent through e-
mail, 2 percent through the siren system and 1 percent through another method not indicated in 
the survey. 52 percent of the student body felt that the situation was handled “Very Effectively,” 
17 percent voted “Effectively,” 20 percent voted “Good,” 5 percent voted “Poor,” and 6 percent 
claimed that they did not receive notification. 

Positive responses included the frequent updates provided through Connect-ED and the prompt 
action taken by the crisis managers. Some students, however, felt that the messages were 
inconsistent and contradictory, while others expressed concern over not being able to change 
their contact information. 

“If crisis managers are supposed to enforce such situations, they need more and better direct 
communication, more authority and less chaos. All in all, an embarrassing effort with no student 
support,” commented one student in the survey. 
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“All information that goes into the emergency contact system comes from the student database. 
It is important to update your emergency contact information,” said Anderson. 

Students or faculty wanting to update their emergency contact information can visit the Strategic 
Security and Safety Web site, http://www.kennesaw.edu/sss. 

“This was a great ‘exercise’ that was actually performed under real circumstances. What we 
learned and want to improve on is a single source of sending the emergency messages to the 
community so we can be confident that all messages are in sequence and from the proper 
authorities,” said Bob Lang, assistant vice president of Strategic Security and Safety. “We are 
also solidifying the role of the crisis managers by empowering them to make evacuation and 
lockdown decisions for all to heed. We also realize that radio communications between the Crisis 
Managers needs immediate improvement.” 

According to 11alive.com, Gay was recaptured in Bartow, Fla. on March 16 after a successful 
sting operation. He now faces several charges in Florida, including theft of more than $20,000 
and being a fugitive from justice. With these charges pending, his transfer back to Tennessee is 
expected to take several years. 
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Students Services has indefinitely cancelled all outdoor activities, including fraternity probates, 
Spring Fest, Hump Wednesday, and other events. The decision by Interim Vice President of 
Student Services Herman “Skip” Mason came after weeks of violent altercations between 
students on campus. The fighting reportedly began during the Feb. 21 CASA Dodgeball 
tournament, and then continued up until last week’s Hump Wednesday. 

“It is the responsibility of the student body to conduct themselves in a manner that is becoming 
of Morehouse College to allow for co-curricular events to occur,” wrote Director of Student Life 
Raphael Moffett in a mass message to the student body. “Student leaders (SGA, CASA, Student 
Organization Presidents Council, Greeks) and the Division of Student Services try to provide 
positive outlets for students to enjoy.” 

Mason and Moffett have scheduled a meeting for next Tuesday afternoon, but a time has not 
been set.  

Moffett wrote, “The purpose of this meeting is to reinforce the expectations, policies and 
procedures regarding the conduct of students, and it will also serve the purpose of collaboratively 
coming up with some practical and productive solutions so that we can ensure that the 
programming efforts of many will not be spoiled by a few.” 

The on-campus fighting began at the CASA dodgeball tournament. Among the disputes there 
was an altercation between a team of freshmen and a coach from the Graves Hall Step Team. 
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According to a campus Resident Director who asked to remain anonymous, a freshman student 
was physical assaulted by affiliates of the Graves Hall Step Team.  

The resident director and others believe that the CASA dodgeball fight is directly related to the 
other fights that have occurred, but The Maroon Tiger was not able to definitely confirm a 
connection between all of the incidents. 

Either way, last week’s Hump Wednesday altercations led school administration to take action. 

There, eyewitnesses recalled, students from Graves Hall fought with members of the football 
team. After a Graves resident and multiple football players exchanged harsh words, members of 
the football team allegedly began to beat the Graves resident behind a bush. 

After that fight ended, one student saw members of the Morehouse College football team chasing 
another resident of Graves Hall toward Archer Hall.  

"I saw a student being stomped on and beaten,” said the student, who asked to remain 
anonymous. According to the student, the Graves resident was also beaten with a track hurdle. 
After several minutes, Morehouse College Campus Police arrived and separated the students. 

Six days after that fighting, Moffett wrote, “In light of all of the altercations that have taken 
place in the last few weeks I have been instructed by Dean Mason to suspend all outdoor events 
(hump Wednesdays, probates, barbecues, car washes, dorm wars, and outdoor springfest 
programs, etc.) until given further notice.” 

Student Services has not commented on when the ban on outdoor activities will be lifted. 
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Over the last two weeks, the number of armed and strong-armed robberies on and around campus 
have jumped sharply. The Tech Police Department sent out five different crime alerts, beginning 
on March 14, regarding these types of robberies. 

Crime alerts are sent out by the police department to the campus community if an incident of 
violent robbery occurs in close proximity of the campus or if the robbery involves an individual 
from Tech. 

In the four incidents of armed robbery, the perpetrators were described wielding a silver-colored 
pistol. In the one incident of strong-armed robbery, the perpetrator was unarmed but forced the 
victim to the ground. 
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“One thing [about] the cases we have taken in the last several weeks, the thing that they all share 
was... one person, walking alone late at night,” said Ian Mayberry, crime prevention officer. 

The majority of the robberies are being handled by the Atlanta Police Department, while the 
campus police are investigating the robbery that took place near the North Avenue Apartments. 

According to the police report, the victim had parked his vehicle on the street in front of the 
North Avenue Apartments North Parking Deck and was walking south along Centennial 
Olympic Place when he was approached by two black males. 

One perpetrator was described to have appeared to be 16 to 19 years old, wearing a red and white 
stripped hoodie and had a height of just under six feet. The other perpetrator was described 
wearing a bright multicolored track jacket, wore braces on his teeth, appeared to be between the 
15 and 16 years old and stood at around five and a half feet tall. 

After pointing a gun at the victim and demanding all of his possessions, the perpetrators left with 
over $13,000 in goods, including the victim’s vehicle. The vehicle was later recovered by the 
Atlanta Police Department. 

Since all of the robberies are still actively being investigated, both the Atlanta Police Department 
and the Tech Police Department declined to provide additional details about the robberies. 

According to Mayberry, these types of violent robberies come and go in cycles. He continued by 
saying that the recent warming temperatures encourage people to stay out later, increasing the 
chance of an incident. He stated that the amount of thefts has been increasing across the board 
due to the recent downturn in the economy. 

“The weather is a major contributing factor.... Around this time last year, we did see [the number 
of] our armed robberies go up,” Mayberry said. Along with the Atlanta Police Department, 
Mayberry added that armed robbery suspects were arrested during that period last year. 

To discourage these types of crimes around campus, the Tech Police Department operates a 
“strike team” that is separate from the normal police patrols. Around eight to 12 police officers 
conduct normal patrols during the nights, and four to five officers make up the “strike team.” 

The watch commander for this group creates his own patrol route, and sometimes these routes 
are monitored by plainclothes officers. 

“I’d like to encourage everyone in the [Tech] community to avoid walking by themselves during 
the night. If they need a ride or if they need to go from one place to another, then call the 
Stingerette service.... If you are walking to your car and you do not feel safe, you can call the 
police for a visual escort,” Mayberry said. 

The Atlanta Police Department calls the area surrounding Tech campus Zone Five. From the 
beginning of the year to March 25, Zone Five has experienced a combined 68 violent and non-
violent robberies. 

When the Atlanta Police Department responds to an incident of armed robbery near campus, they 
provide the Tech Police Department with details of the perpetrator, the weapon and the location 
of the incident. 
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If the robbery also involves a student, the Atlanta Police Department will have one of their 
officers talk directly with a Tech police officer.  
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Police arrest six after street fight 
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University of Georgia police arrested six people early Saturday after a fight in the middle of 
South Lumpkin Street across from North Campus. The shouting and fighting shortly after 3 a.m. 
impeded traffic on the street, police said. 

Two people, an Athens man and an Atlanta woman, were arrested on charges of affray. The 
other four - a UGA student from North Carolina and three men from North Carolina - were 
arrested on charges of underage possession and affray, police said. 

Officers didn't know what sparked the fight, but noted in a report that the dispute started 
downtown. 
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Sister wanted in UGA theft case 
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An Athens woman helped her sister, a former University of Georgia employee, embezzle 
thousands of dollars during a two-year period using a state-issued purchasing card, UGA police 
said. 

University police took out arrest warrants for Angela Huff on Tuesday, nearly three months after 
charging her sister, a former secretary in the Terry College of Business, with felony theft and 
violating state purchasing agreements. 

Huff is charged with four counts of being party to the crime of violating state purchasing 
regulations - three felony charges and one misdemeanor "of a high and aggravated nature," said 
UGA Police Chief Jimmy Williamson. 
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Huff's sister, Cynthia Huff, allegedly stole $4,284.27 between December 2006 and November 
2008 by using a "p-card" the university gave her as a secretary for the college's management 
information systems department, UGA police said. 

Angela Huff "helped facilitate a couple of the fraudulent transactions," Williamson said. At this 
point in their investigation, police think the sisters were the only people involved, he said. 

Williamson declined to discuss how the sisters allegedly stole the money because others might 
get ideas of how to misuse p-cards. 

The university hired Cynthia Huff in May 2003 and fired her Dec. 11, about a week after police 
began investigating the alleged thefts, according to university officials. 

The alleged thefts were noticed during a routine check of the business school's accounts, 
Williamson said in January. 

"The auditors saw a frequency or number of transactions that caused them concern, and that's 
when the police were called into it," he said. 

Angela Huff had not been arrested as of Tuesday. 

In cases involving suspects who are not immediate threats, university police usually inform them 
of the warrants against them and give them a chance to turn themselves in, Williamson said. 
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