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Augusta men jailed in fraternity theft  

By Savannah Morning News  
Created 2008-09-30 23:30  

ATHENS - University of Georgia police arrested two men this week after they allegedly stole 
belongings valued at $2,015 from the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity house, 360 S. Lumpkin St., 
campus police said. 

The victim called authorities about 4:15 p.m. Sunday to report that two men went into his room 
and took a laptop computer, a hard drive, a backpack and a Sony PlayStation 3, police said. 

Soon after, an Athens-Clarke metro police officer stopped a car that matched the description of 
the one in which the men drove away. 

The stolen belongings were in the car, police said. 

A university police spokesman did not know if the two suspects in the theft might have sneaked 
into the fraternity house or were guests. 

Joseph Andrew Zwirn, 20, and Kevin Mitchell Leach, 25, who both gave addresses at Fort 
Gordon in Augusta, were charged with one count each of felony theft by taking. 

Source URL: 
http://savannahnow.com//node/584140  
�

Fort Gordon residents are arrested in theft 

ATHENS --- Two Fort Gordon residents were arrested this week by University of Georgia 
police after being accused of stealing belongings valued at $2,015 from the Pi Kappa Alpha 
fraternity house. 

Joseph Andrew Zwirn, 20, and Kevin Mitchell Leach, 25, each were charged with felony theft by 
taking. 

The victim called campus police about 4:15 p.m. Sunday to report two men went into his room 
and took a laptop computer, a hard drive, a backpack and a PlayStation 3, police said, and soon 
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after an Athens-Clarke police officer stopped a car that matched the description the men drove 
away in.  

The stolen belongings were in the car, according to police.  

A UGA police spokesman didn't know whether the thieves sneaked into the fraternity house or 
were guests. 

-- From staff and wire reports  
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DEKALB COUNTY, Ga. (MyFOX Atlanta) -- HAZMAT responded to a fire outside an Emory 
University dorm early Friday morning.  Several students awoke to an unusual sound and even 
more unusual scene.  They heard a loud popping sound and found several trashcans on fire. 
 
When the students tried to put out the fire, they noticed a substance that was bubbling inside the 
trashcans.  The fire department responded to the scene and brought in HAZMAT crews.   
 
HAZMAT said the chemical is some kind of chlorine substance that was inside a plastic bottle.  
They do not know how the chemical got there. 
 
The dorm and surrounding buildings were not evacuated, and nobody was injured. 
�
����������	����
�����	��
�������������������� �

�

�	�	���������������������������	�������	����������� ���	���������� ����	������������������	����	������	 ����������������	���
�����	������	���
�������

����	 �

�������)))�� *�+��������	���� *�+�������,����&���
� -	������.�/�#0��0�12�
�
��/�1��	���/�34
561�� ���(���/'6'71����.�/������



��
�

��������	

*�+��������
���������������&�'
�(��
��&�

Chlorine-Like Substance Found In Coke Bottles, Investigators Say 
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Police Hold Firm, Associates Speak Out 
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Patrick Traynor, assistant professor in Computer Science, recently published research suggesting 
that text-message systems may be ineffective during emergencies. 

Traynor said that cellular networks are not designed to deliver large scale messages, and that 
they are not a very reliable method of doing so. He stated that cell phone systems make it 
extremely difficult to target users in a specific location. He also said that there is no way to 
authenticate the source of messages, making them easy to replicate by others. 

“There is a lot of misconception about what cell phones can and cannot do,” Traynor said. 
Currently, cell phone networks are point-to-point systems, meaning the message has to be 
delivered independently to each recipient. 

“You can compare this to a situation where I give a lecture independently to every one of my 
students instead of a whole group,” Traynor said. 

He stated that this makes the communication of large-scale messages difficult to deliver 
effectively. The delivery of multiple warning messages may flood the cell phone networks and 
make it difficult for people to call in an emergency. 

According to Traynor, this problem is currently being researched. New mass messaging 
technology would allow the broadcast of messages to a large number of cell phones, instead of 
delivering them point-to-point. This type of capability would solve the problems presented by 
mass notification systems. 

“Instead of giving my lectures individually to each student, this would allow me to broadcast my 
lectures to a number of students, as I do in my classes,” Traynor said. 

Also highlighted was the lack of authentication for cell phone messages, making them subject to 
fraud. 

“Any non-technical person, with the right tools will be able to go in and copy emergency 
messages and send them out to a large audience. If students believe that the systems are prone to 
abuse, then they won’t trust them anymore,” Traynor said. 
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He had several suggestion for alternative procedures that universities could perform to secure 
themselves in case of an emergency and circumvent the challenges posed by cell phone alert 
systems. 

“Universities must be sure to diversify their communication systems for the event of an 
emergency,” he said. “Campuses must be sure to utilize e-mail, campus TV and other forms of 
media to communicate with students and faculty. There is nothing a university like Tech can do 
to fix the problems with existing cell phone technology.” 

Andy Altizer, director of Emergency Preparedness, outlined several of the things Tech is doing 
in the event of an emergency. 

“Our system is more than text messages. For example, GTENS uses text, phone message and 
email. And, we also can use the new audio Siren Warning System, campus cable TV and WREK 
radio, Skyguard weather alerts and internet messages,” Altizer said. 

In addition, Altizer and his department are planning numerous additions to GTENS. Starting in 
November, the department plans on creating an emergency hotline, which students and faculty 
could call during a crisis situation to get help. 

“We expect everyone to keep an eye on the situation during an emergency, and not totally rely 
on emergency alerts for information during these fast developing situations. Emergency 
notification will continue to be a priority at... Tech,” Altizer said. “We have a staff member that 
has emergency notification as a major job responsibility. We have an emergency notification 
working group that meets monthly, another emergency preparedness committee that meets 
monthly and we even meet semi-annually with the Atlantic Coast Conference committee to 
discuss emergency notification and other relevant topics.” 
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ABAC to implement New Campus Alert Service 

October 04, 2008 12:14 am 
 
— TIFTON — A new emergency messaging system to alert students, faculty, and staff at 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College will have its test run on Oct. 22. 
ABAC Police Chief Bryan Golden said the college will add to its emergency notification 
procedures the Connect-ED communication service by the NTI Group, Inc., to provide ABAC 
with the ability to reach all students, faculty and staff with time-sensitive information within 
minutes. 
“Today we are forced to prepare for emergency situations that years ago we never could have 
anticipated happening,” Golden said. “We can use it for everything from a weather alert to a 
severe emergency of any nature to keep everyone informed whether they are in their apartments 
on campus, sitting in front of their computers, or on their way to class.” 
Built exclusively for post-secondary institutions using the experience gained in delivering 
hundreds of millions of messages for K-12 educators, the service enables ABAC to schedule, 
send and track personalized voice messages to at least two phone numbers, two e-mail addresses, 
and one text message per person. 
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“It’s crucial that we are able to notify students immediately in emergency situations because up-
to-date communication helps minimize the spread of misinformation, restore order and provide 
direction,” Golden said.  

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc. 
http://www.tiftongazette.com/local/local_story_278001454.html 
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Four Campus Trash Cans Set On Fire 
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Campus weighs in on 'suspicious note' 
scare  

 

Written by Mark Beavers     
Tuesday, 07 October 2008 20:55  
��
When a “suspicious note” was found on campus on September, 24, Georgia Southern 
issued a vague official statement which left some students to question the university’s 
response to the threat. 

“A lot of people didn’t know about it [the suspicious note] until recently,” junior 
accounting major Matthew Price said. 

There was a reported high police presence around the College of Information 
Technology the day the note was found. 

“I think the heightened security helped some people feel safe, but others felt like it was 
more dangerous,” Price said. 

Price believes that some people were confused about what exactly was going on. 

“I knew people who were in the IT building that morning and were confused,” he said.  

After the shootings at Virginia Tech, GSU implemented an emergency alert system 
called Eagle Alert.  Price believes that GSU could have used this system to give the 
students some information about what was going on. 

SGA President Brandon Cook thinks students were surprised that a suspicious letter 
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was found on campus. 

“You don’t ever expect it to be your campus,” Cook said. 

However, Cook believes that the administration handled the situation the best that they 
could.  

“I was completely comfortable with going to class,” he said. “There was nothing for 
students to react to.” 

Senior Communications Specialist Paul Floeckher said that the Georgia Southern 
University Public Safety Department made the call on how to handle the situation with 
the suspicious letter. 

“The note made no specific threat to Georgia Southern, so classes remained in 
session,” Floeckher said. 

Floeckher noted that the investigation into the suspicious letter is still ongoing.  

A similar situation occurred at St. Xavier University in Chicago in April.  

St. Xavier University Director of Media Relations Joe Moore said that two violent 
messages were found on a bathroom wall in a dorm on campus.  

Moore said the first message did not have a date on it, but St. Xavier began a 
communication process with students to give information to the situation after the 
message was found.  

He said a second graffiti message was found with a date. The message read, “Be 
Prepared To Die 4/14.”  

“University President Judith Dwyer closed the campus indefinitely after the second 
message was found. It ended up being a period of four days,” Moore said. 

St. Xavier has a text message alert system, much like GSU’s Eagle Alert, that the 
university used to notify students of updates. 

Moore said that students went home or were put up in hotels while St. Xavier’s police, in 
conjunction with the FBI and Chicago police, investigated the messages. Within two 
weeks a suspect had been identified.   

Moore said that St. Xavier, like GSU, did not immediately release the contents of the 
threatening messages.  

“We wanted to give a legal investigation every chance to work,” he said. 

In relation to St. Xavier’s reaction to the messages, Moore said that there are a lot of 
factors involved. 
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“People always speculate about what an administration should do,” Moore said. 

http://www.stp.georgiasouthern.edu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=264:mark-
beavers&catid=1:local-news&Itemid=53 
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Lost and found 
1940s wallet found at Campus Theatre 
 
Jessica Luton  
The Union-Recorder  
 
Last Monday as Garbutt Construction continued the renovation of Campus Theatre on Wayne 
Street, John Scott found a wallet stashed on the ledge of a basement wall that was being torn 
down. 

Upon investigation, the contents of the wallet — a Social Security card, Georgia State 
Employment Service card and five black-and-white photos — revealed that it has been missing 
since the 1940s. 

“I just happened to be in here and saw it up there. It had an even older Social Security number 
than mine,” said Scott. 

After the wallet was discovered, it was turned over to Georgia College & State University Public 
Safety employee Mark Bowen and then made its way to GCSU Public Safety Administrative 
Assistant Cindy Potts. 

Potts has been trying to solve the mystery of the wallet ever since. 

The Social Security Card and the Georgia State Employment card inside of the wallet are in the 
name of a Mary Ruth Justice, who was born Nov. 11, 1920. 

“The dates on both of these cards are from July of 1940,” said Potts. “I have no idea who the 
people are in the photos, but I went on the death records online and found out that she died in 
January of 1978 in Buffalo, N.Y.; Eerie County.” 

Potts also decided to call the Baldwin County Courthouse, and she was able to find out that 
Justice applied for a marriage license in 1944 to marry Walter Davis. 

“I don’t know if they had children, but I’m hoping they did because that’s who I’d like to get this 
stuff back to,” she said. “Somebody’s family would love to have these pictures.” 

After calling every Justice in the Milledgeville phone book, Potts discovered some United States 
Census Data from 1920 that traced the woman’s ancestry back to Hancock County. 

She has also been in touch with various members of the Milledgeville community trying to get 
help on finding the deceased wallet owner’s family. She called local civil war buff Hugh 
Herrington and Allied Arts Board of Directors member Sandra Jones as well as several other 
people for help, but the mystery remains unsolved. 
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“It’s been fun, but I’m kind of stuck now,” she said. “It’d be neat to know how she lost it or what 
movie she was watching.” 
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Sigma Chi on South Lumpkin Street 
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University of Georgia police are investigating whether a woman was raped at a fraternity party 
last weekend. 

Investigators went to Athens Regional Medical Center between 7 and 8 a.m. last Saturday after a 
hospital official reported that a woman may have been assaulted at the Sigma Chi fraternity 
house on South Lumpkin Street, according to UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson. 

Someone had driven the woman to the hospital hours earlier, after she fractured her jaw and lost 
several teeth in a fall in a fraternity member's room, Williamson said. 

"All we know for sure is she was injured," he said. "We are investigating it as a possible assault 
and rape, or a true accidental fall. We're looking at every option right now." 

The woman, who is not a UGA student, was at the frat house for a party the night of Oct. 3, he 
said. 

She was with a fraternity member that night, but he was not the person who drove her to the 
hospital, Williamson said. 

A nurse performed a rape exam, and her companion from the party voluntarily gave investigators 
a sample of his DNA, he said. 

Investigators who examined the room where the woman was injured found that frat members had 
cleaned the area. 
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"They said they did it to tidy up, and we take them at their word unless we learn otherwise," 
Williamson said. 

The injured woman later was transferred to the Medical College of Georgia in Augusta, where 
UGA police investigators interviewed her a second time, he said. 

Williamson would not say what the woman or fraternity members told police had happened. 

"Until we conclude the investigation, it would be irresponsible to try to make any type of 
conclusion." 
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With record enrollment, the increase in students on campus can be experienced firsthand with the 
increase in people walking along Skiles and the corresponding increase in cyclists trying to ride 
to class. Tech has also seen an increase in the number of students using mopeds to get around 
campus. 

“[Mopeds are] not really special; they just don’t have a set of specific governing laws,” said 
Crime Prevention Officer Ian Mayberry in a comment about the moped’s legal status. 

A moped, or scooter, is a gasoline-powered vehicle that resembles a small motorcycle. Mopeds 
with engines that have less than 49cc of displacement do not need to be registered as motor 
vehicles. 

When traveling on public roads, Officer Mayberry said riders of mopeds and bicycles are 
required to follow “the exact same laws that you would have to follow if you were driving a car 
down the road.” As with bicycles, mopeds must follow these rules to avoid both traffic accidents 
and citations for moving violations. 

Mayberry also explained that there are some particular situations where cyclists may be at an 
increased risk for a potential accident. 

“When a person has been operating their vehicle on the sidewalk and [then transitions] to the 
roadway, [many accidents occur],” Mayberry said. 

He further explained that riders of bicycles and mopeds could compromise overall safety by 
avoiding stop signs, red lights and failing to follow right-of-way guidelines. 

The storage of mopeds has also been an issue, and appropriate storage on campus can be hard to 
find. 



�I�
�

“Anything that has gasoline in [its tank] is not appropriate to be stored in a bike room or bike 
cage,” said Dan Morrison, director of Residence Life. Across campus, owners of mopeds have 
found creative places to park. 

The ability to link a moped to its owner presents challenges for both the Housing and Parking 
departments. “Some [serial numbers] are in places that we do not want our officers to go 
after…we don’t want our guys to lift the seat or move the handlebars,” said Carlton Morgan, 
operations manager for Parking and Transportation. 

Even if the serial number is visible, Parking would only be able to search for mopeds that had 
been registered. 

Parking and the police have different views on some aspects of motorcycle parking. Currently, 
Parking is focused on the storage of the mopeds in safe and appropriate locations, while the 
police are focused on maintaining a safe environment for students on campus. Aware of the 
growing popularity of mopeds, the two departments met Wednesday to collaborate and create a 
unified policy. 

“By a strict law sense…they are required to be on the roadways,” Mayberry said, with respect to 
both bikes and mopeds. However, in the absence of reported pedestrian-bike collisions, the 
police have not been focusing on enforcement. 

Whether a moped is over 49cc or not, owners are encouraged to register it with the GTPD. “The 
only reason we would use [owner information] is if we have recovered something,” Mayberry 
said, explaining that the system is used to benefit the owners. 

For Parking, their goal is to have mopeds registered as vehicles and parking alongside 
motorcycles. “We need a license plate to issue a citation,” Morgan said, stating that current 
registration requirements for mopeds fall short of Parking’s needs. 

Moped owners wishing to park on campus can currently register their vehicles as motorcycles. 

“[Parking will] seek out other parking locations.… [Mopeds] will not be attached to bike racks or 
signs,” Morgan said. 

Parking is not opposed to moped use by the campus community. “[Mopeds] are something the 
campus needs to deal with, because they are a good alternative,” Morrison said. 
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Burglars steal TVs from college 
Thieves snatch HD TVs from Darton College. 
656$3�%((";&��������		�
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ALBANY — Darton Public Safety Chief James Brackin had been on the job less than a month 
when thieves smashed through a glass door and stole two commercial-grade, wall-mounted 
televisions from the student center.  
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Between 5:45 a.m. and 7:20 a.m. Sunday, surveilance video shows suspects breaking into the 
student center and prying two Dell, 32-inch LCD high definition flatscreen televisions, along 
with their mounting brackets, from the walls, Brackin said.  

“They knew the layout of the room; knew exactly where they were going,” he said. “We kind of 
think they might be bragging about what they’ve done.”  

The Public Safety Department, working alongside Albany police, hopes somebody will 
recognize the suspects from the video, or recognize the commercial-grade Dell TVs, Brackin 
said.  

“These are not just common TVs that you could go to Wal-Mart and buy,” he said.  

Students seeking recreational activities in the student center still have pool tables, air hockey and 
smaller TVs.  

Darton Public Safety has an application in with state and federal authorities to become a certified 
police department, with Brackin as chief along with two full-time, certified officers with arrest 
powers, he said.  

Brackin retired Sept. 12 after 29 years and 8 months with the Albany Police Department. 
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Crime increasing, police need local tips 
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Campuses slash budgets, fear things will get worse 

�����������(����#����
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����� �����������������-������������-���� �

ATLANTA - The state Board of Regents approved a plan Tuesday slashing campus budgets, 
anticipating a 6 percent state funding cut, even as university officials wondered whether the 
nation's darkening economic outlook could trigger even deeper cuts. 

Campuses and budget observers had expected the board's move following an August vote to cut 
the University System of Georgia's overall spending plan. But Tuesday's action marked the first 
time regents have voted on specific budget cuts for each of the system's 35 colleges and 
universities. 

Essentially, the board adopted in their entirety plans to slice campus budgets by 6 percent. 
College presidents submitted those plans earlier this summer, when the state expected a smaller 
budget cut and Chancellor Erroll Davis wanted plans that would give regents the option of 
picking and choosing from among the proposed reductions. 
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The board also approved a plan to level out the employer's share of the premium for some of its 
higher-scale health care programs, bringing down the cost for the most expensive package. 

The campus-specific cuts include broad moves to hold open unfilled staff positions, trim police 
officers and provide fewer opportunities for students to take some courses. 

The University of Georgia, for instance, will slash seven positions from its police department, a 
cut of 10 percent that would "jeopardize the UGAPD's ability to meet the basic safety and 
security needs of the UGA community," according to its proposal. 

The newly-renamed College of Coastal Georgia's proposal is more vague, promising only a 
restructuring of the public safety department that would save $60,000 a year. But college leaders 
still are concerned. 

Augusta State University would delay a $30,000-a-year plan to hire part-time security guards to 
handle basic tasks like opening and closing buildings around campus. 

Many campuses already have begun to take the steps they outlined, said Tim Burgess, senior 
vice president for finance and administration at the University of Georgia. 

"By the first of August, we were sitting there with the essence of the plan that's now been 
approved in place," Burgess said. 

Hundreds of currently unfilled positions would remain open, he said. UGA's plan also anticipates 
declining to fill some jobs that will open up because of retirements. 

Bill Megathlin, assistant to the president at Armstrong Atlantic State University, said his school 
also is holding some positions open, but has so far avoided layoffs. 

"All of it's painful," he said. "But I guess we're hopeful that the 6 percent will be the bottom." 

Regents also are planning for cuts of 8 percent and 10 percent, which state officials have 
indicated are possible if state revenues continue to decline after a September spike that may be 
temporary. 

Both Megathlin and Burgess said officials at their institutions will have to consider layoffs if the 
state cuts more. 

"The magnitude of getting to 10 percent is so large at this point that we've got all kinds of 
different options, none of them good," Burgess said. "And layoffs would probably have to be a 
part of that." 
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University points to improvements it has made at downtown facility. 

By Craig Schneider 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Friday, October 17, 2008 

A Georgia State University laboratory building that contains some of the world’s deadliest germs 
has insufficient security to prevent an intruder from breaking into the facility, said a federal 
report released Thursday. 

The GSU lab building, located in downtown Atlanta, lacks security barriers, sufficient camera 
monitoring and security at entrances, said the report by the Government Accountability Office, 
the investigative arm of Congress. The report said investigators watched an unidentified 
pedestrian enter the building through an unguarded loading dock. 

GSU officials said Thursday that they received a briefing on the review in March and have 
implemented several of the recommendations. 

Several members of Congress said the report raises concerns about the unauthorized access, 
theft, loss or release of deadly germs. They also called for immediate security improvements at 
the GSU facility in the heart of Atlanta’s bustling business area. 

“Today’s report shows a lack of minimum standards for perimeter security at research labs 
handling the most dangerous agents and diseases, including some that are incurable,” said U.S. 
Rep. Joe Barton (R-Texas), a member of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, which 
requested the inquiry into several labs around the nation. 

Some committee members criticized the Atlanta-based Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, which regulates some labs, for approving the GSU facility’s security plan despite the 
weaknesses. 

CDC officials stood by their assessment that security is sufficient at the GSU facility. 

“They’ve been effective in preventing the release of select agents,” said Robbin Weyant, CDC 
director of the division of select agents and toxins, which approves the security plans of labs. 

He noted that the GAO reviewed only the exterior and perimeter security of the GSU facility and 
four other labs around the country. The GAO did not investigate the security inside the Atlanta 
building, where there are about 50 labs. 

Weyant also noted that the GAO recommendations are not mandatory. 
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GSU officials said they had made several changes in their security arrangements. 

“A safe and secure BSL 4 lab has always been a high priority,” said DeAnna Hines, assistant 
vice president for university relations. 

The GSU facility, in operation for about 10 years, has numerous labs that handle varying levels 
of dangerous germs, up to the most dangerous in what are considered Level 4 labs. There are 
also student classes in the building. 

The germs studied by the labs include rubella, West Nile and the particularly dangerous Herpes 
B. The B virus occurs naturally in macaque monkeys, and is relatively harmless to its host. If the 
virus spreads to humans, it is deadly. 

University officials stressed that even if someone gained access to the building, access to the labs 
requires keys and security cards. 

University officials said they have installed key and electronic card access to the loading dock. 
Cameras trained on the exterior of the building send live feeds to the office of the Georgia State 
University police, which can communicate with a guard on foot patrol outside the building, said 
Julia Hilliard, director of the school’s Viral Immunology Center. 

In addition, officials have placed a guard at the entrance of the building to check people’s 
identifications. 

Staff writer Gayle White contributed to this article. 
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Richt suspends defensive tackle Wood 

By TIM TUCKER 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Sunday, October 19, 2008 

Georgia defensive tackle Brandon Wood will not play against LSU this week after being arrested 
early Sunday on a charge of driving under the influence of alcohol. 

“He made that mistake, and he’ll pay the price,” Georgia coach Mark Richt said Sunday 
afternoon. “He certainly won’t be playing in this ball game coming up here.” 

Richt said athletics association policy requires a one-game suspension, but the coach was non-
committal on whether Wood would be allowed to play against Florida on Nov. 1. 

Wood was one of two Georgia football players arrested by University of Georgia police in 
separate incidents after Saturday’s win over Vanderbilt, according to the Athens-Clarke County 
jail’s booking report. 

Offensive tackle Vince Vance — out for the season with a knee injury — was arrested for not 
having a valid driver’s license and booked into the jail at 9:29 p.m. Saturday. Vance, 21, was 
released on a $500 bond about an hour later. 

Wood, also 21, was booked into the county jail at 3:42 a.m. Sunday. In addition to DUI, he was 
charged with not having his headlights on. He was released at 9:16 a.m. on total bond of $1,750. 

“Brandon certainly made a bad error in judgment to have alcohol in his system,” Richt said. 

A red-shirt sophomore from Buchanan, Wood is not a starter for the Bulldogs but has played in 
all seven games as part of the rotation on the defensive line. Another defensive tackle, Kade 
Weston, sat out the Vanderbilt game with a sore knee but will return against LSU, Richt said. 

Vance was a starter on the offensive line before injuring his knee against Tennessee on Oct. 11. 

Neither Wood nor Vance was available for comment Sunday. 

Their arrests brought the total number of Georgia football players arrested since January to 10. 

“It’s always disappointing to hear that kind of news,” Richt said. 
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Georgia defensive tackle Brandon Wood was arrested early Sunday morning on a charge of 
driving under the influence of alcohol and won't play in Saturday’s game at No. 11 LSU, coach 
Mark Richt said. 

Under Athletic Association policy, Wood is suspended for no less than 10 percent of a season for 
a first alcohol offense. Richt did not say if Wood would play on Nov. 1 against Florida. 

"Brandon certainly made a bad error in judgment to have alcohol in his system," Richt said 
Sunday evening. "He’s 21. He’s of legal age. He did have something to drink early in the 
evening and drove his automobile. …He made that mistake, and he’ll pay the price." 

Wood was arrested by University of Georgia police and booked into the Clarke County Jail at 
3:42 a.m and released at 9:16 a.m. The redshirt sophomore from Buch anan was also charged 
with failure to have “lights required,” according to the booking report. He was released on bonds 
totaling $1,750. 

In an unreleated incident, injured junior offensive tackle Vince Vance was arrested Saturday 
night for a driving license violation. 

Vance, who is out for the season with a knee injury, was arrested Saturday night at 9:29 p.m.  
and released on a $500 bond. 

"From what I understand, Vincent had an expired license and he did not stop very well at a stop 
sign," Richt said. 

Wood has played in every game this season. He has 10 tackles, seven quarterback hurries and a 
half sack. 

The Bulldogs have now had 10 players arrested since January, but charges in three cases were 
later dropped. 

Asked what more he could do to keep such incidents from happening, Richt said "I don’t think I 
can. It’s individuals, these guys that are making decisions and when they make a mistake, we can 
discipline them, we can educate them very well. It wasn’t like (Wood) wasn’t aware. He knew 
the deal and made a bad judgment." 
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Evidence sent to GBI crime lab 
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The investigation into whether a woman was raped at a University of Georgia fraternity house 
two weeks ago may hinge on physical evidence that won't be tested for weeks, if not months, 
UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson said. 

A nurse performed a rape exam on the woman the morning of Oct. 4, following the alleged 
assault, and her Sigma Chi companion voluntarily gave investigators a sample of his DNA, he 
said. 

The evidence was sent to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation's State Crime Lab for testing, 
according to Williamson, who said it could be months before the results are known because of 
the lab's backlog of cases. 

"All I know is a girl was injured there," he said Wednesday. "I am hoping the forensic evidence 
will substantiate what really happened." 

The only two witnesses to the alleged assault are the woman and her companion during a party 
the night of Oct. 3 at the Sigma Chi frat house on South Lumpkin Street, Williamson said. 

And they've given investigators conflicting versions of what happened. 

The woman was a guest at a Sigma Chi party, and at some point, she was in the room of a 
fraternity member when she fell, fracturing her jaw and losing several teeth, according to police. 

An unidentified person, who was not the woman's companion, police said, drove her to Athens 
Regional Medical Center early the morning of Oct. 4, when a hospital worker called police to 
report the woman possibly had been raped. 

Williamson confirmed the woman claimed she had been raped, but said the fraternity member 
denied there was an assault. 

When investigators examined the frat member's room for evidence, it already had been cleaned, 
he said. 
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School will appeal $1.3 million verdict 
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Lawyers for a University of Georgia employee who lost a $1.3 million lawsuit will appeal the 
jury award, UGA spokesman Tom Jackson said Friday. 

The lawyers will argue in their appeal that a federal judge did not consider all the issues he 
should have in hearing the lawsuit, Jackson said. 

A federal jury in Athens on Oct. 9 awarded $1.278 million in damages to Terrie Bruckner, a 
former grants director at UGA, against her former supervisor at UGA, Karen Shetterley. 

Police arrested Bruckner on multiple felony counts in 2004, but the charges later were dismissed. 

Buckner's lawyers said Shetterley, who still works at UGA, gave false information to UGA 
police, leading authorities to arrest Buckner and another worker for allegedly stealing equipment 
from a UGA program. 

Buckner's lawyers said the arrest ruined her reputation and career, costing her jobs she held at the 
time. 
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Kelly Lambert/Staff 
University of Georgia police officers Andrew Mahaney, right, and Michael Pennington put up barricades Friday 
near the Tate Student Center in preparation for today's homecoming game. 
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Vance was jailed for having an expired license 

By CHIP TOWERS 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Monday, October 20, 2008 
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Athens — UGA Police Chief Jimmy Williamson said the arrests of two football players 
Saturday night and early Sunday were by the book. 

Backup defensive tackle Brandon Wood and sidelined starting offensive tackle Vince Vance 
were each jailed for driving offenses in the hours after Georgia’s homecoming win over 
Vanderbilt. 

Wood, a 6-foot-1, 280-pound sophomore, was pulled over by UGA police at 2:11 a.m. on East 
Campus Road for driving his black Ford Explorer without headlights. Police detected an odor of 
alcohol on Wood, who, according to police, was placed into custody after failing field sobriety 
tests. A Breathalyzer later indicated Wood’s blood-alcohol level to be .11. In the state of 
Georgia, .08 is considered too intoxicated to drive. 

“Just standard,” Williamson said of the DUI arrest. “No headlights at 2 or 3 in the morning. 
That’s a big indicator to us.” 

Wood is 21 years old. Coach Mark Richt said Wood will be suspended at least for Saturday’s 
game against LSU. 

Richt said Sunday that Vance was jailed for having an expired license, but Williamson said, 
“there was more to it than that.” 

“[Vance] basically had a learner’s permit,” Williamson said. “Those are good for only two years. 
It had expired on 12-21 of ‘07. So he never had a true license … If his license had just been 
expired he would have received a citation.” 

Vance also was found to have an expired tag when he was pulled over just before 8 p.m. 
Saturday for not obeying a traffic device. 

The Bulldogs have had 10 football players arrested in 2008. Three of those players had the 
charges against them dropped or dismissed and one had charges reduced. Wood was the fifth 
player booked for an alcohol-related offense. 
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Fans' concerns about police not uncommon on gameday 
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Numerous student felony arrests not explainable  
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VSU evacuated 

Malynda Fulton 
The Valdosta Daily Times 

VALDOSTA October 21, 2008 11:42 pm 
 
— Bomb-sniffing dogs and explosive ordnance disposal experts from Moody Air Force Base 
walked among the faculty, staff and students at Valdosta State University Tuesday.  
Along with Valdosta State University police, they were dispatched to the campus’s University 
Center after officials received “two vaguely worded letters suggesting a threat to the University 
Center and its inhabitants,” released Major Ann Farmer of the Valdosta State University Police 
Department in a campus alert.  
The University Center was evacuated as Valdosta State University police and Moody Air Force 
Base personnel conducted a thorough sweep of all of its classrooms, offices, hallways and other 
spaces. Classes scheduled to meet Tuesday, including day and evening classes, in the University 
Center were canceled.  



�#�
�

The University Center was cleared for re-entry at 4 p.m., said Valdosta State University 
Assistant to the President for Communications Thressea Boyd. 
No other information was known at press time. 
News Editor Jessica Pope contributed to this story.  

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.  
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Earlier this month, Tech released the 2008 Annual Security Report. Georgia State University 
also released a similar report, called the Safety Net. A quick comparison of the two shows that 
Tech has more reported crimes. 

At both Tech and GSU, the majority of crimes committed in the past year have been burglary or 
larceny, as very few violent crimes are committed on either campus. Numbers indicate that 
GTPD has dealt with a much larger number of property crimes than GSU PD in the past few 
years. In 2007, GSU had 12 motor vehicle thefts, while Tech had 63, and GSU had 17 burglaries, 
while Tech reported 548. 

“At Tech we take [calls] from 10th St. to North Ave. Is that the same for Georgia State? .... 
[State students] are so spread out that it is hard,” said Chief of GTPD Teresa Crocker, referring 
to the tendency for GSU calls to be taken by the Atlanta police. 

Crocker also attributes Tech’s higher crime rates to the higher proportion of students living on 
campus and the greater number of cars kept on campus. “We’re an open campus. We don’t have 
attendants watching the parking decks to make sure the right people are in them … it makes a 
huge difference,” she said. 



���
�

The crime numbers at Tech this quarter are even higher this year than they were in 2007. “Some 
people ask if the increased crime is due to the economic downturn, and the truth is I don’t know 
… but I do know we are taking every step to ensure that we improve safety on campus in these 
times,” Crocker said. 

The tactics to deal with crime on each campus involve having a highly visible police force. 
Police also encourage students to be highly aware of their surroundings and make sure they take 
all possible precautions for their safety. 

“Being located in an urban center and non-traditional setting as GSU is, faculty, staff and 
students are more acutely aware of their surroundings. GSU Police are well integrated into the 
downtown police and security communities,” said Carlton Mullis, deputy chief of GSU PD. 

The biggest change in campus safety, Crocker believes, will come with better campus safety 
information. “If people continue to leave things unattended and people continue to put chain 
locks on bicycles, then we’re not getting the message through. I think that’s the area we need to 
improve on the most: educating the students,” Crocker said. 
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Robert E. Lockhart, 23, of 3502 4th Ave. is accused of grabbing two women on Columbus State 
University's campus, said Greg Muraski, public relations for the college. 

Lockhart allegedly grabbed the buttocks of the first woman near Carpenters Hall around 1:40 
p.m., running away afterward. A second woman was grabbed moments later on Dillingham 
Street. 

The first woman gave a description of the man to police, and the second woman's boyfriend 
followed the suspect while she called authorities. Lockhart, who matched the suspect's 
description, was arrested shortly afterward. 

Lockhart is charged with two counts of sexual battery. 
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Electronics often a target 
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Written by Will Douberly    Tuesday, 28 October 2008 01:06  

Many people believe that Halloween is a time of increased vulnerability to victimization.  
Some genuinely fear that the 31st of October will bring upon them random acts of 
violence.   

While it is intelligent to take precautions to ensure one’s safety, these precautions do 
not need to be any more excessive than ones already being practiced in everyday life.   

What is one major fear that people have in relation to Halloween?   

There is a fear that candy given out to children will be poisoned or contain razor blades.  

 Should parents protect their children by checking the candy they receive?  Yes, they 
should.  But this is no different from any other situation.  

 How many parents will let their children take candy from strangers?  Or if they do allow 
their children to accept the candy, do they not check it beforehand?   

Halloween is not posing a new risk in this respect to children’s safety; there will just be 
greater opportunity for this risk to be a factor.  

Will all hell break loose on Halloween?  In all likelihood, it won’t.  

 Most crimes or deviant behavior that takes place on Halloween involve minor offenses 
that are usually considered pranks; perhaps these pranks are performed in bad taste, 
but they can be considered pranks nonetheless.   

“Someone’s car may get egged, but nothing significant; you don’t see any major 
crimes,” said Major Holloway with the Statesboro Police Department.   

Why do so many instances of these pranks occur on Halloween?  Often times, they 
occur because people are wearing costumes and masks.   

 The costume and mask provide a sense of anonymity that allows people to believe they 
have a greater chance of getting away with a crime than they would have otherwise.    

It is actually possible that Halloween is a time that will see less serious offenses being 
committed than during other times of the year.   

Due to the greater amount of people that will be out, criminals may have less of an 
opportunity to commit a serious crime because of greater numbers of witnesses.   

“More people are out, and real criminals can’t commit major crimes because they will be 
seen,” said Captain McCullough of the University Police at Georgia Southern. 
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So, it is actually possible that people will be safer from heinous crimes on Halloween 
than on a typical, normal day.          Precautions taken in a normal situation still apply 
here. 

Don’t walk places alone.  Stay in well-lit areas.  Drink responsibly.   

What contributes to this myth of Halloween mayhem? 

“I think it’s the mystery and reputation that Halloween gets…that it’s a night for 
mischief,” said McCullough.  

For information regarding Halloween safety for children, visit www.Halloween-
safety.com, and for information regarding safety in general, visit 
http://welcome.georgiasouthern.edu/publicsafety/information.htm.      
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Media Credit: CHARLES RYAN BARBER 
Eben Ryan Mallory (standing) accused his former roommate Justin Ward of committing a crime at the Miller Learning Center near Jittery Joe's 
Coffee. Mallory held Ward in a headlock until police arrived. 
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Media Credit: CHARLES RYAN BARBER 
Mallory and Ward wrote statements for the police explaining yesterday afternoon's incident. Mallory wants the police to investigate the alleged 
crime. 
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A pair of college roommates face felony charges for allegedly disfiguring a University of 
Georgia student with a caustic chemical as she slept at their off-campus home. 

The men used silver nitrate to write a “disparaging” word on the student’s back, and then poured 
the chemical on her chest and arms, according to UGA police Chief Jimmy Williamson. 

She suffered second-degree burns that will probably cause scarring, he said. 

The woman was a guest at the West Cloverhurst Avenue home of the two suspects, David 
McArthur Neyhart, 19, and Matthew Gerald Klein, 20, at the time of the Oct. 15 attack. 

Williamson did not know what their motive was for burning the woman. 
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University and Athens-Clarke police jointly investigated the case, and on Oct. 24, a county 
detective obtained warrants charging Neyhart and Klein each with felony aggravated battery and 
reckless conduct, a misdemeanor. 

Neyhart was additionally charged with possession of a dangerous chemical. 

Klein, who attends Gainesville State College, surrendered at the Clarke County Jail Sunday, and 
Neyhart, a UGA student, turned himself in the next day. 

Both are free on bond as they await possible indictments by a Superior Court grand jury. 
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