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Gas prices continue to soar; students should protect tanks 

TAMARA BEST 

Issue date: 6/5/08 Section: News 
 
The official start of summer is just weeks away and along with sweltering heat, cookouts, and 
hours by the pool, students can expect higher prices at the gas pumps. 
 
The national average for a gallon of regular gasoline is $3.97, an increase from June 2007 when 
the average was $3.16 according to fuelguagereport.com. Georgia ranks just below the national 
average at $3.94 a gallon and most locations charge slightly over $4 in Athens. 

TIPS FOR STUDENTS 

- Purchase gas cap locks to prevent siphoning 
- Keep tires properly inflated 
- Observe the speed limits 
- Take the bus or carpool when possible 
 
"In high school I used to fill up my tank for $15 and now it's $30 just to fill my tank half way," 
Sarah Stanley, a junior from Dublin, said. "It has been a financial crunch and I think it is 
ridiculous." 
 
According to the Energy Information Administra-tion's Web site, gas prices are at record highs 
due to the "high demand for crude oil relative to supply." Crude oil, which is unrefined 
petroleum, accounts for nearly seventy percent of the prices at gas stations, the site states. 
 
Observing the speed limit, removing excess weight, using cruise control and overdrive gears, 
keeping tires properly inflated, replacing air filters regularly and planning combining trips, are 
all ways to achieve more mpg, according to fueleconomy.gov. 
 
"I ride the Athens bus to lower my gas expenses and it has helped me a lot. You can ride the bus 
pretty much anywhere, so why not ride it," Stanley said. 
 
The increase in gas also extends beyond the pump as the price of food and airline tickets rises to 
adjust to the increase in prices of jet fuel. 
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Customers purchasing tickets on American Airlines after June 15 will pay $15 for checking one 
bag, whereas charges typically only apply for a second bag. 
 
University students can also expect a slight increase in the transportation fee for the fall 
semester. 
 
"We requested a fee increase for fall 2008 last year and the biggest contributor to the request was 
fuel costs," Ron Hamlin, campus transit manager, said. "The new transportation fee will be $95 
as opposed to the $90 from last year." 
 
Siphoning thefts have increased with higher gas prices, and as a result sales of gas cap locks have 
increased. Designed similar to regular caps, they require a key to be opened before gas can be 
pumped. 
 
"Anything you can do to help keep your car safe is good, especially as gas prices continue to 
rise," University Police Lt. Lisa Boone said in a telephone interview Monday. "Students should 
be cognizant and conscious of their gas gauge, especially for students who live off campus." 
 
Boone said there have not been any reports of siphoning on campus but said, "Don't let that lull 
you into a false sense of security." 
 
http://media.www.redandblack.com/media/storage/paper871/news/2008/06/05/News/Gas-

Prices.Continue.To.Soar.Students.Should.Protect.Tanks-3378827.shtml 

 

 

Student guilty of assault loses lawsuit, but has chance to graduate (w/documents) 

Court claims that graduation 'will make little difference' 

CAROLYN CRIST 

Issue date: 6/5/08 Section: News 

The person sitting next to you in class may have plead guilty to a sex offense, but it probably won't 

stop him from getting a degree from the University. 

 

Joshua Clay Oliver, who has three credit hours left to graduate with a degree in International Affairs, 

may get the diploma even though a district court judge ruled in favor of the University to suspend 

Oliver for "one year for providing false information on his transfer application for admission," 

according to documents obtained by The Red & Black. 

 

The court decided May 30 to issue summary judgment against Oliver but is holding its ruling and his 

suspension because of his right to appeal to the U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit. 

 

A temporary restraining order in 2006 allowed Oliver to remain enrolled at the University and attend 

classes. A December 2006 injunction prevented the University from suspending him. 
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"Surprisingly, Defendants [the University] never moved to modify or dissolve that preliminary injunction, 

nor did they aggressively pursue dismissal or summary judgment" to remove Oliver from classes, 

according to the court documents. 

 

Almost a year after the injunction in November 2007, the University filed a motion for summary 

judgment. A briefing was held in February 2008, and a hearing was held on May 14.  

 

"Now, after over a year of failing to aggressively push this matter toward resolution, Defendants urge 

that their motion be decided expeditiously because of their concern that the matter may become 

moot," according to documents. Otherwise, Oliver will graduate after Session One on July 2. 

 

"Plaintiff [Oliver] will suffer irreparable injury if the preliminary injunction is not dissolved and the 

Hearing Panel's sanction is given effect … the terms of Plaintiff's sanction require that he reapply for 

admission after one year, and there is at least some evidence that he may not be eligible for readmission 

based upon his previous first offender plea." 

 

The court said Oliver's graduation will make little difference. 

 

"The record contains no credible evidence whatsoever indicating that Plaintiff is a threat to the 

University community," according to documents. Oliver's first offender status should "completely 

exonerate … any criminal purpose and does not affect any of his or her civil rights." 

 

In 2003 Oliver was charged with rape and aggravated assault with intent to rape. He plead guilty to the 

aggravated assault charge, and the trial court dropped the rape charge. When he applied online for 

transfer admission in May 2005, he consulted his attorney to answer whether he had been convicted of 

a crime and entered "no." 

 

In April 2006 the University Police Department found his registration on the sex offender registry, and 

Kimberly Ellis, associate dean of students for judicial programs, issued suspension for providing false 

information to the University and completing a University record dishonestly. A hearing panel found him 

in violation of providing false information, and Oliver took the case to the Clarke County Superior Court 

after University President Michael Adams and the Board of Regents refused his appeal. 

 

 

OLIVER 

http://media.www.redandblack.com/media/storage/paper871/news/2008/06/05/News/Student.Guilty.

Of.Assault.Loses.Lawsuit.But.Has.Chance.To.Graduate.wdocuments-3378787.shtml 
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Published: Saturday, June 07, 2008 

CSU improving security with voice alert system 

 

By Curt Yeomans 
 
cyeomans@news-daily.com 
 
There was a time when it took the Clayton State University Public Safety Department several minutes to get a 
campus alert out to students, faculty and staff members. 
 
Phone calls had to be made to officers, who would then go building-to-building alerting people about incoming 
inclement weather, or other important issues. 
 
Lt. Rex Duke, the department's second-in-command, said the process could be cumbersome, and a lot of valuable of 
time was used up while securing the campus. 
 
By the end of next week, the university will have a new system in place, which will shorten emergency, campus-wide 
notification to less than two minutes. Two audible alert towers, at the Athletics and Fitness Center and the 
Maintenance Building, have been erected on opposite ends of Clayton State's campus to quickly notify students and 
staffers. 
 
"After the Virginia Tech incident, everybody across the nation took another look at security, and that [the Audible Alert 
System] is one thing a lot of campus are doing now," Duke said. "[Virginia Tech] was kind of an eye-opener. It's 
human nature that if nothing is going on, we can be lured into a false sense of security." 
 
The system will play prerecorded messages for the university community whenever a safety issue arises. There are 
messages for a variety of issues, from unwanted intruders to inclement weather in the area. Internal battery packs 
keep the towers going for several hours, if a power outage occurs, Duke said.  
 
Even given increased concerns following the Virginia Tech shootings in April 2007 and a shooting at Northern Illinois 
University earlier this year, Duke said the major issue facing Clayton State traditionally has been the weather. He also 
said the university has been interested in implementing the Audible Alert System since before the Virginia Tech 
shootings. 
 
Duke said the only safety issues the university has faced in recent years has been a snowstorm, and a power outage. 
However, he added the university has had to adjust its security plan since the school's first on-campus housing facility 
is slated to open its doors in August. 
 
"Just because we've enjoyed an incredible amount of safety on this campus, it doesn't mean we can relax," Duke 
said. "We want to keep ahead of possible problems, so we can continue to be a safe place to go to school." 

http://www.news-daily.com/main.asp?SectionID=2&SubSectionID=2&ArticleID=24245&TM=27016.39 

 

 

Laptops leave UGA at alarming rate 

Carelessness opens door for thieves 
By Lee Shearer   |   lee.shearer@onlineathens.com   |   Story updated at 11:40 PM on Wednesday, June 11, 2008  

So many laptops are disappearing from campus that University of Georgia police issued an e-
mail asking computer users to keep closer track of their machines. 
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In May alone, when few students were on campus most of the month, UGA police took theft 
reports on 11 laptops and smaller computers. Ten of those were owned by UGA, but earlier this 
year, many of the stolen computers belonged to UGA workers and students, said UGA police 
Chief Jimmy Williamson. 

Often, the thief took advantage when someone left the computer in an unlocked room, 
Williamson said. 

Athens-Clarke police also are seeing more reports of stolen laptops, said Sgt. Rick Hammond of 
the Athens-Clarke Police Department's property crimes unit - too often after the owner left the 
computer in plain view in the back of a car. 

And once a laptop is stolen, odds are slim that authorities will recover the machine, police say. 

"We're not sure where they're going. They're rarely ever turning up," Hammond said. 

Most pawnshops won't take laptops unless they're brand-new, said Hammond, who suspects 
many laptops wind up in computer chop shops, where the devices are cannibalized for parts. 

UGA police also are searching on e-Bay for stolen computers, with little success, Williamson 
said. 

Williamson estimated UGA police recover fewer than 20 percent of laptops stolen from campus. 

And whoever is stealing the computers doesn't look like a stereotypical thief, Williamson said. 

"We do feel these people are blending in very well in this environment," he said. 

UGA officials believe none of the laptops held sensitive personal information that might expose 
workers or students to identity theft, unlike computers recently stolen at Stanford University and 
the University of South Carolina. 

At Stanford, a stolen computer may have contained personal information on up to 72,000 present 
and former employees, potentially exposing them to identity fraud, Stanford officials reported. A 
desktop computer stolen at South Carolina may have contained personal information for 7,000 
people. 

Eventually, a thief probably will get his hands on a UGA-owned computer that holds sensitive 
information, said Stanton Gatewood, UGA's chief information security officer. 

"That's your greater fear (than just losing a computer) - that somebody puts all your student 
Social Security numbers on a computer and it gets stolen. That to me is where the greater fear 
is," said Bert DeSimone, communications officer for UGA's Enterprise Information Technology 
Services. 

But computer users and owners can take some simple steps to thwart thieves, say the police and 
information security experts. 

No. 1 on the list: Lock doors when laptops are left unattended. 
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"Don't leave (a laptop) in your car," Gatewood said. 

Strong passwords and user names won't prevent a thief from taking a computer, but can keep him 
from getting to the information inside, Gatewood said. 

"I would use whatever means or mechanism the laptop gives you to lock it down," he said. 

UGA workers can install "Absolute" protection, software that not only protects personal 
information from intruders, but allows police to trace a computer after it's stolen. 

But not enough computers have the software, Gatewood said. 

EASY TARGETS 

University of Georgia police say thieves are nabbing more laptop computers on campus, often 
because computer users aren't taking simple precautions. Ten university-owned laptops and 
smaller computers were reported stolen in May. 

DATE LOCATION VALUE 

May 1 Pharmacy $2,019 

May 1 Pharmacy $576 (Pocket PC) 

May 1 Pharmacy $508 (Handheld) 

May 7-8 School of Art $1,400 

April 24-May 8 Milledge Hall $1,296 

April 21-May 9 Geography-Geology $1,563 

May 12-14 Hoke Smith Building $2,075 

May 14 Dawson Hall $2,580 

May 14 Animal-Dairy Science Not given 

May 17 Off campus $2,500 

Source: UGA Police Department 

Published in the Athens Banner-Herald on 061108 

 

Click here to return to story: 

http://www.onlineathens.com/stories/061108/uganews_20080611050.shtml 
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Fraternity put on probation for underage drinking 

Can serve alcohol at some events 
By Lee Shearer   |   lee.shearer@onlineathens.com   |   Story updated at 11:29 PM on Thursday, June 12, 2008  

A University of Georgia fraternity that hosted a party where underage people drank was put on 
probation nearly a year. 

The Phi Gamma Delta fraternity chapter will cut the number of social events where alcohol is 
served, according to an informal resolution agreement signed this week by fraternity chapter 
President Kyle Meloney and Brandon Frye, UGA assistant dean of students. 

The fraternity will be allowed to serve alcohol at some events, however, according to the 
negotiated agreement - at a parents' event, an alumni event, five other social events and at 
tailgate parties on fraternity grounds during football season. 

UGA began investigating the fraternity after a Georgia College & State University student told 
Milledgeville police she might have been raped at an April 19 party at the fraternity's 
Cloverhurst Court house. 

The woman told police she passed out at about 10 p.m. that Saturday, and woke the next day 
without underwear and with bruised hips and knees. 

Athens-Clarke police suspended their rape investigation after forensic experts found no evidence 
the woman was raped. 

But UGA police, helping Athens-Clarke detectives in the rape investigation, found evidence that 
alcohol was served to high school students at the party, however, a violation of UGA conduct 
policies. Police also found evidence that the fraternity did not take steps to make sure underage 
drinkers could not get alcohol at the party. 

Police heard different versions of what happened at the party from fraternity members and 
guests. 

The fraternity men said they checked IDs and drew an "X" on the hands of underage guests; 
guests said there was no ID check, and one partier told a UGA police investigator "a lot of the 
girls (at the party) were in high school." 

In the negotiated resolution, the fraternity also agreed to host meetings for Phi Gamma Delta 
members and other fraternities on risk management and the lessons the chapter learned from the 
police investigation. The fraternity also will develop a risk management protocol, and officers 
must meet with Frye to discuss the protocol before social events where alcohol will be served. 

The UGA Office of Judicial Programs proposed stronger probationary terms in May, when the 
office called for two years of probation and just two events with alcohol over the next year - one 
parents' event and one alumni event. 

The fraternity refused those terms, however, and kept negotiating. 
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Under UGA policies, students or groups accused of violating university conduct rules can 
negotiate an informal resolution agreement like the one Phi Gamma Delta signed or submit to 
formal disciplinary proceedings. 

Published in the Athens Banner-Herald on 061308 

 

Click here to return to story: 

http://www.onlineathens.com/stories/061308/uganews_20080613036.shtml 

 

 

University attempts to decrease gas usage 

By GREG WILSON 

Issue date: 6/12/08 Section: News 

With the rising prices of unleaded and diesel gasoline, University departments are taking steps to 

increase efficiency, cut usage and keep a careful eye on their budgets.  

 

Ron Hamlin, University Campus Transit System's manager, said the effect of rising fuel prices is "very 

dramatic," with campus transit using an average of 1,200 gallons to provide service during the summer. 

 

Despite increasing the transportation fee from $90 to $95 for the fall semester, campus transit also 

plans to expand its service in the fall to include extended hours on the Milledge route and a trial of 24-

hour bus service.  

 

There are no plans to cut services because "any cuts in service will have impacts elsewhere with people 

using other less efficient methods of transportation," Hamlin said.  

 

Campus Transit carries more people than any other university transit system in the nation and is the 

second largest in the state behind the Metro Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority, Hamlin said. 

 

"Campus Transit isn't taking any active steps to reduce consumption, but has asked drivers to shut off 

their buses if they are idling more than three or four minutes," he said. 

 

The University is a state-wide leader in fuel conservation, said Bill Fox, University fleet manager.  

 

"We have been working on conserving fuel for years," he said. "With the price going up it is forcing us to 

think outside the pump. It's encouraging more research."  

 

The University is taking many steps to reduce consumption of gasoline by using E-85 - a blend of 

gasoline and ethanol - for every vehicle, replacing cars with electric carts, using compressed natural gas 

and replacing older vehicles with flex-fuel vehicles, Ralph Johnson, associate vice president, said.  
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The University Police Department is working to provide sufficient coverage while monitoring cost.  

 

"With the rising gas prices expenses for everyone will go up," Chief Jimmy Williamson said. "The rising 

gas prices can lead to more crime. Uniformed patrol is paramount and its presence is our number one 

task." 

 

"Like at home, when gas prices jump it takes money from other things, but we must do the work," 

Johnson said. "Were going to try to not impact service in visible ways. Right now work is being deferred 

until a later time."  

 

The department is also considering strategies to cut down on mileage. 

 

The physical plant "is looking at switching to 10-hour workdays" and is discussing the plan with human 

resources, he said. 

 

The prices also affect departments indirectly.  

 

"The biggest impact for parking services is that the cost of asphalt to repair parking lots has increased," 

Don Walter, manager of parking services, said. "We are utilizing golf carts instead of trucks when we 

can, but the average parking enforcement officer drives at most 10 miles during a shift." 

 

 

String of burglaries targets frats 

by Sijia Cai, Contributing Writer 

Five separate fraternity houses were broken into between 2 a.m. and 7 a.m. on the morning of 
Saturday, June 1. Sigma Chi, Phi Delta Theta, Sigma Nu, and Lambda Chi all reported 
burglaries, and a criminal trespass was committed at Sigma Alpha Epsilon, where an Isuzu 
Rodeo was damaged. 

There were no signs of forced entry at any of the houses. 

“These are crimes of opportunity. The perpetrators are coming into unlocked rooms when people 
are asleep and taking whatever they see,” said Captain Regina Rogers of the Georgia Tech Police 
Department. 

The criminals targeted laptops, cash, and credit cards that were lying in the rooms that they were 
broken into. Theta Chi was the hardest hit of the five fraternity houses, with four separate rooms 
burglarized. 

Lambda Chi and Phi Delta Theta each reported one room burglarized, and Sigma Nu reported the 
house’s flat-screen TV stolen. 
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There have been no suspects identified in the case yet, but GTPD is working with several 
agencies in the Atlanta area to follow up on potential leads. So far, they have located a laptop-
stealing ring but have not determined if the stolen Georgia Tech laptops are involved. 

“We typically see a rise in burglaries during the summertime, when there are fewer people on 
campus. The key thing is for people to lock their doors,” Rogers said. 

A physical security specialist will conduct a security survey of any fraternity house that requests 
one, which involves inspecting the house and making recommendations as to further security 
measures that could be taken. 

“We’ve been educating the chapters on how to make their environment safer. This is a serious 
problem, but by no means unique to the Greek houses,” said Buck Cooke, Director of Greek 
Affairs. 

“We’ve got better locks now, but I do think the security could still be worked on… As for my 
laptop, my insurance company was very cooperative, and I now have a new one,” said Lina 
Skandalakis, a second-year Psychology major and one of the victims. 

“Obviously, the criminals are either people who blend in with the community and are very 
experienced with stealing laptops, or Tech students who know how to thwart anti-theft 
technologies,” Rogers said. 

LoJack, a theft protection service, was installed on one of the stolen laptops. LoJack software, 
when installed, tracks and reports the location of a laptop using any Internet connection. 
However, it was apparently disabled at the fraternity house from which the laptop was taken. 

GTPD recommends that each student register his or her laptop with the police department 
beforehand so that officers can track it if it is sold in a pawnshop. 

In addition, students are also advised to do periodic backups so that in the case of theft and other 
circumstances, important files are not lost as well. 

“Though there are bound to be mistakes, a lackadaisical attitude towards the physical security of 
your property is a bad idea in any case,” Cooke said. 

http://www.nique.net/nique/article/416 

 

 

Police chief trains in Israel 

by Katilin Goodrich, Contributing Writer 

Georgia Tech Chief of Police Teresa Crocker returned June 3 from a two week long training 
exchange program in Israel. Crocker participated in the Georgia International Law Enforcement 
Exchange (GILEE) program with 17 other delegates from various law enforcement agencies. 
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The GILEE program was founded in 1992 by Robert Friedmann, a chair of the Georgia State 
University Department of Criminal Justice, to provide senior law enforcement officers with 
professional training opportunities in policing techniques used abroad. 

This marks the sixteenth delegation of Georgia law enforcement officers to visit Israel through 
the GILEE exchange program. The Israel program emphasizes teaching counterterrorism, 
emergency management and drug interdiction strategies from Israeli police, but is all 
encompassing, including everything from traffic control instruction to crisis training. Crocker 
was finally chosen to participate in this summer’s delegation after a long application process that 
started three years ago. 

“It was exciting to be chosen to go... after all, it is a long application process of writing papers 
explaining why you want to go and what you want to do with the training once you get back,” 
Crocker said. 

While there, Crocker and the delegates traveled around Israel learning different policing 
techniques from the Israeli police force. Each day a new type of police action was made the 
focus of learning. The officers were taught through hands on trips across Israel. 

“We did it all. We went to every border and saw everything the police did that they could show 
us ... We got to see how traffic is policed in the busy city of Tel Aviv, and saw how the 
bombings are dealt with on a daily basis in the tiny town of Sedrot,” said Crocker. 

The police delegation also visited common tourist destinations, such as the Holocaust museum 
and Haifa. 

“The trip, for me, was on many different levels. Of course professionally, but you also came 
away personally affected by things like the Holocaust museum, so also spiritually,” Crocker said. 

The techniques that Crocker learned will be readily applicable to policing here at Tech, she 
hopes. 

“We made a lot of contacts that we know are just a call away if we ever need them for 
anything… and of course while we hope it never happens to us like in Israel, it is good to have 
the training to deal with terrorism if it ever comes our way,” Crocker said. 

Still, Crocker believes that the experience of the GILEE program was overall one of the best 
experiences in her career thus far. 

“I learned so much. The trip was just a great experience. It would be for any law enforcement 
officer who would have the chance to go, but for me it was especially. I just had a great time,” 
Crocker said. 

http://www.nique.net/nique/article/419 
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ajc.com > Print Edition 

A TAKE TO TASK REPORT: Tech closes tunnel as safety measure 
Safety cited: After city improves street crossing, Georgia Tech closes passage under highway out of 
concern about crime. 
By John Becker 

For the Journal-Constitution 

Published on: 06/26/08 

Just days after the city of Atlanta made street crossing improvements outside a pedestrian tunnel 
near Georgia Tech, campus officials permanently closed the tunnel. 

"The closure decision was an outcome of a campus safety walk held in the spring that included 
student government officials and university administrators," said Grant Hawkins, Georgia Tech 
police, crime prevention and public information officer. "The tunnel was an area of significant 
student concern." 

The tunnel runs beneath the Downtown Connector and feeds into 3rd Street, one block west of 
Spring Street. Hawkins said it will be opened for football games and other special events. 

New crosswalks were painted and brightly colored warning signs were installed along Spring 
Street after CityLife's June 12 Take to Task column reported on the lack of crossing aids outside 
the tunnel. Take to Task is a weekly report on things that need to be fixed by local authorities. 

Nick Wellkamp, Georgia Tech's undergraduate student government president, applauded the 
university's administration for reacting quickly to students' safety concerns. 

"We were concerned both about incidents, including armed robberies that had taken place on the 
Downtown side of the tunnel, as well as how easily criminals could use the tunnel to get quickly 
on and off campus," Wellkamp said. 

Hawkins said the university will be open to re-evaluating the closure decision as the campus and 
its neighbors evolve and expand. 

Some students wonder why campus officials couldn't continue to address safety concerns by 
closing the tunnel at night and leaving it open during the day, a procedure that had been in place 
for years. 

"I really don't think the tunnel's that risky, especially during the day," said Ghislain Retaureau, 
27. "I've used it for more than a year and have never had any trouble with crime. It's a really 
great shortcut to class and I'm disappointed they've closed it." 

But others said they could live with the decision. 

"We've had a lot of crime around campus lately so I understand the need for preventive action," 
said Thomas Mark, 20. "Closing the tunnel —- at least at night —- might be a good idea." 
 

Find this article at:  

http://www.ajc.com/print/content/printedition/2008/06/26/tunnelcl.html 
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Posted on Wed, Jun. 25, 2008  

CSU holds safety drill 

BY TESS HOLLIS - thollis@ledger-enquirer.com 

If you saw police and firefighters at Columbus State University's Courtyard Apartments on 

Tuesday, don't worry. 

Personnel from CSU Police, Columbus Department of Fire and Emergency Medical Services and 
the Muscogee County Marshal's Department simulated a grease fire at Courtyard on-campus 
apartments. 

At 2 p.m., CSU police could be seen escorting students across the street, while fire officials 
searched the apartment for two missing students. Such training exercises are part of CSU's 
Emergency Operations Team. 

"This will give us a heightened sense of preparedness," said CSU Police Chief Rus Drew. "Drills 
like this are necessary." 

Drew said the EOT was formed last fall after the deadly shooting at Virginia Tech. 

"The EOT is not just the police department here on campus, it's a culmination of public relations, 
planning operations, information technology and communications," he said. "Communication is 
key in situations like this." 

CSU Lt. Jeremy Reddish said the team likes to conduct real-life scenarios. 

"This is a good way for us to practice in the event of an emergency," he said. "We are able to get 
the kinks out. That way, if something really does happen, things run as smooth as possible." 

Reddish said in the event of a campus emergency, CSU police respond first, then call for other 
agencies if necessary. 

The CSU Police Department conducts several training exercises throughout the year, along with 
"table-top" exercises. During the "table-top" exercises key players at CSU run through 
emergency scenarios in a board room every three months. The real-life scenarios run every six 
months. 

Bill Sutley with CSU public relations said there were nine firefighters on the scene and three fire 
trucks that responded to the mock incident. 

"Exercise like this help us figure out how to communicate with students and with emergency 
officials in the event of an emergency situation," Sutley said. 

CSU has a system in place called Cougar Alert which allows students, faculty and staff three 
different ways to be notified in case of an emergency, according to Sutley. 
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"Students can choose to be notified by e-mail, by a phone call or by SMS texting," he said. "We 
are still working out the texting, but students will definitely be notified by the other two ways if 
they choose to." 

Reddish said students and other members of CSU would be notified of any emergency that raises 
a level of fear on campus and causes chaos and interest. 

 

 

Members of the CSU police department talk with Columbus Fire/EMS personnel Tuesday afternoon during the training exercise at the 

Courtyard one student apartment complex. Photo/Mike Haskey. 06/24/08 

 

Lt. Walter Brown, patrol unit supervisor with the Columbus State University police, leads a group of students from a building at the Courtyard 

One student apartment complex during the training exercise. Photo/Mike Haskey. 06/24/08 

 

Columbus Fire/EMS personnel "check out" students who portrayed injured students during the drill. Photo/Mike Haskey. 06/24/08 
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Firefighters with the Columbus Fire Department search the complex to find possible "victims" during the drill. Photo/Mike Haskey. 06/24/08 

 

A firefighter with the Columbus Fire Department removes some of his equipment after the drill was over. Temperatures were in the mid-

nineties during the drill. Photo/Mike Haskey. 06/24/08 

http://www.ledger-enquirer.com/news/story/355197.html 

© 2008 Ledger-Enquirer and wire service sources. All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

Sprinklers douse SSU apartment fire  

By Michael Atkins  

Created 2008-06-26 23:30  

Fire crews credited an automatic sprinkler system Thursday after early-morning flames were 
doused inside a dormitory at Savannah State University. 

The fire broke out just before 5 a.m., at the University Village on-campus apartments, but by the 
time Thunderbolt firefighters arrived, the blaze had been extinguished by the sprinkler system, 
said Fire Chief Carl Smith. 

An initial investigation indicated the fire was started by a candle that had been placed on top of a 
television set, Smith said, adding that no one was inside the room at the time. 
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"There were other students in their bedrooms of the apartment and several students in the 
apartment next door and above the unit where the fire occurred," he said. 

Nobody was injured, said SSU spokeswoman Loretta Heyward. 

"They say there was more damage from the water sprinkler than anything," she said, citing 
reports from SSU police who handled the investigation. 

The three-story, 10-unit complex houses as many as 660 students, Heyward said. 

 

Source URL: 
http://savannahnow.com//node/523928  

 

Third Street Tunnel closes due to concerns 

by Vivian Fan, Staff Writer 

Due to rising concerns regarding criminal activity, Tech and the Georgia Tech Police 
Department (GTPD) have decided to close the Third Street Tunnel.  

Located on East Campus between Hopkins Residence Hall and Glenn Residence Hall, the tunnel 
links Georgia Tech’s campus to the city of Atlanta via a walking path underneath Interstate 75. 
The tunnel is used by students, visitors, faculty, and other pedestrians to travel between Spring 
Street and Bobby Dodd Way. Prior to the closing of the tunnel, the city of Atlanta placed a 
pedestrian crossing on Spring Street. 

“As a freshman, I lived over in the area and have used the Third Street Tunnel. While it is faster 
[to travel through], in my mind it was a student security concern,” said Nick Wellkamp, 
undergraduate student body president. “Even the students walking with us [on the Campus 
Safety Walk] thought it was a concern.” 

“I guess it’s the natural thing to close it down because it is located in such a sketchy area as it is,” 
said Howie Zuo, second-year CHBE major. “I feel like that what they are probably going to do is 
just put up fences at both ends , as it is the bureaucratic way to fix something like this, but 
something like a fence is not going to stop people from exploiting that location.” 

The decision to close the tunnel comes after the eighth annual Campus Safety Walk on April 1, 
during which Institute President Wayne Clough, campus administrators, police department 
members, and student leaders conducted a tour of the campus for unsafe areas. The Walk is 
organized by the Student Government Association’s Planning and Development Committee, and 
looks for unsafe or threatening areas on campus and the potential for improvement of those 
areas.  

The area had been a concern for Tech administrators and faculty for years, and talk of closing the 
tunnel had occurred since last year’s walk. 
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Before the closing, moves were made to increase the safety of the tunnel and the surrounding 
area with increased lighting and closing tunnel gates after midnight. However, night time crime 
such as vagrancy and robberies was still a problem for the area. 

“I think it’s a good idea, and I remember [some] questionable people coming out of there. For a 
lot of grad students who live off campus, they have to commute, whether they are taking the 
MARTA station or walking. I’m hoping that as Spring Street continues to develop, the crime 
problem will go away and we can reopen the tunnel,” said Aaron Fowler, graduate student body 
president. 

Following a meeting between the GTPD, the Facilities Department, and Executive Vice 
President for Administration and Finance Steve Swant, it was determined that the bridges on 5th 
Street and North Avenue would be enough to suffice for on campus access to Tech Square and 
the MARTA stations. The tunnel will remain closed during all times, except for football and 
other events held at Bobby Dodd Stadium and Grant Field that require parking on the east side of 
the interstate. During those events, a security guard or police officer will be assigned there. 

“The tunnel is not going to close totally. I think in the future [the administration] will look at 
reopening it. I would really rather have students have to walk longer than be unsafe. That’s 
basically my thought process behind it,” Fowler said. 

In addition to the closing of the Third Street tunnel, the GTPD is also looking into increasing 
security to allay safety concerns on North Avenue and for the rest of campus. One idea currently 
in the works is an additional police substation on North Avenue. 

. 2008-06-27 

http://www.nique.net/nique/article/439 
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Georgia Tech player charged with campus rape 

 

By MIKE KNOBLER 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Published on: 06/30/08 

Georgia Tech football player Jerrard Tarrant was arrested Friday and charged with rape and 
sodomy stemming from an incident that allegedly occurred in late April on the Tech campus. 

Tarrant, 19, was released Saturday on $40,000 bond. He has been suspended indefinitely from 
the Tech football team pending the outcome of the case, Yellow Jackets coach Paul Johnson said 
in a statement. 

The victim reported the incident to DeKalb County police at about 4 a.m. on April 25. A Georgia 
Tech police report shows the DeKalb County police notified Tech police of the incident at 4:14 
a.m. 
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The rape allegedly occurred at the Undergraduate Living Center, an on-campus dormitory, the 
report said. No weapons were used. 

Tarrant, a 6-foot-2, 185-pound redshirt freshman from Carrollton, emerged from spring practice 
as a potential starter at cornerback. He was competing with Mario Butler for the spot opposite 
Jahi Word-Daniels. 

Tarrant also practiced at nickel back, punt returner and kick returner and on the field-goal block 
team. Tarrant made The Journal-Constitution's Top 50 in Georgia for the 2007 signing class and 
was first-team all-state in Class AAA. 

"These charges filed against Jerrard are something that we take very seriously," Johnson said in a 
statement. "He has been suspended from the team indefinitely, pending the outcome of the legal 
proceedings." 

Tarrant's facebook.com page was updated on Monday to say "Jerrard Tarrant is truly 
MISUNDERSTOOD, when will they see the real me????" 

 
Fulton County Sheriff's Office 

Jerrard Tarrant has been released on $40,000 bond. 

â€” Staff Writers Steve Visser and Tim Eberly contributed to this report. 

Find this article at:  
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/atlanta/stories/2008/06/30/georgia_tech_tarrant_rape.html?cxntlid=homep
age_tab_newstab 

 

 


